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Summary and Implications 
According to the Technical Secretariat for Food Security and Nutrition 
(SETSAN) assessment, household food security conditions in drought 
affected areas of southern and central Mozambique have improved since 
October 2005, as harvests from this year’s season are increasingly 
available for consumption. In much of southern and central Mozambique, 
rains have thus far been near to above normal and evenly distributed, 
providing optimum production conditions. However, some parts in northern 
Mozambique (Coastal Nampula and Cabo Delgado), where the season is 
normally underway by late December, have been experiencing dry 

conditions, delaying seasonal planting. Households in these areas of the north are facing a protracted lean 
season lasting longer than normal, and the effects are likely to be severe, particularly for the poorer 
households with limited livelihood options and the propensity to pursue negative coping strategies. Rainfall 
remains critical; if rains continue longer in the season and are well-distributed, the harvest will be late but likely 
adequate. River levels in central Mozambique remain near of at flood alert levels, and although current levels 
are falling or remaining stable, the flood risk will continue given the intensity of recent rainfall. Four deaths 
were reported after the earthquake hit southern Manica province. Moderate damage to houses and 
infrastructure was observed in Machaze district. Further details on needs and response activities will be made 
available pending final reports from the recent assessment missions. 
Seasonal Calendar 

Current Hazard Summary 
	 A major earthquake hit Mozambique, causing damage to homes and infrastructure in Machaze district. 
	 Seasonal rainfall thus far has been below normal in the northern provinces of Cabo Delgado and 

Nampula. 
	 Short term dryness due to erratic and lighter than normal rains has affected crops in portions of the 

southern region. This dry spell may coincide with critical crop development stages, particularly for 
crops planted early in the December. 

Food Security Summary 
Recently, SETSAN carried a rapid food security and nutrition assessment to evaluate current food security and 
nutrition conditions, crop performance, and the status of food aid interventions, and to identify areas in need of 
a more in-depth assessment in April 2006. 

The findings reveal that in most drought affected areas of central and southern Mozambique, food security 
conditions are improving considerably due to rains that created favorable growing conditions. In the majority of 
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these areas, household food availability is increasing as the new crops become available.  There is an 
indication that this year’s season is faring better that last year’s and that the harvest is likely to be superior, 
provided that there is no sudden end of the rain season.  Crops range from vegetative phases to harvest. 

In most areas affected by drought last year, the majority of households are now relying less on extreme coping 
strategies than was observed during the previous assessment in October 2005.  In addition, the volume of 
distress sales of animals has declined as agricultural products become a more significant source of household 
income. 

In the coastal districts of Nampula and much of Cabo Delgado, late and below average seasonal rains, 
coupled with poor soil quality, indicate less favorable crop production conditions compared to central and 
southern Mozambique. Households are facing an extended lean season.  Many currently have a poor diet 
quality and have reduced the number of daily meals.  The effects are likely to be severe for the poorer 
households in particular, as they have more limited means of income generation, and are to be expected to 
resort in negative coping strategies, such as the consumption of potentially toxic hunger foods.   

Thus far, in areas where the second season is a practice, particularly the lowlands and areas along river banks 
in the southern and central regions, the growing conditions are favorable mostly because of good rains and the 
residual moisture. Seed provision is recommended as well as the promotion of short cycle varieties. 

Major earthquake strikes parts of Manica Province 

A major earthquake of magnitude 7.5 hit Mozambique.  The 
epicenter was localized in Mepanda, in Machaze District 
(Manica Province), indicated by the star on the map.  The 
tremor felt in several provinces, including Maputo city.  In 
Machaze and Mossurize, about 1,900 people were affected, 
some of whom were left homeless. 

The losses have occurred so far in the areas close to the 
epicenter, which are primarily rural.  Access to these areas 
is believed to be limited by poor road infrastructure and the 
presence of landmines. According to the National Institute 
for Disaster Management (INGC), the preliminary results 
indicated that the impact was moderate, causing four 
deaths, about thirty injuries and the destruction of close to 
300 houses, three bridges and three boreholes. 

The government and its partners are still assessing damage 
caused by the earthquake, and evaluating the needs related 
to water supply and infrastructure rehabilitation, The Ministry 
of Public Works and Construction that oversees the roads, 
bridges and dams are concerned with possible damage to 
the dams. 

Food aid assistance is ongoing in Machaze and Mossurize 
districts, providing for additional needs caused by the 
earthquake.  About 33,000 people in these districts were 
identified as drought affected by SESTAN in October 2005.  

Figure 1.  District of Machaze hit by earthquake 
with epicenter highlighted   
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Seasonal rainfall 

Good rainfall in central and southern Mozambique, below normal rainfall in the north 

While seasonal rains have been favorable in the central and southern provinces and Niassa, the rest of the 
country has received below average rainfall to date, particularly during February, which is normally the peak of 
the rainy season. 

In much of northern Mozambique, 
cumulative rainfall totals from October to 
mid February 20th were well below 
normal, except for the interior of Niassa. 
Figure 3 shows the cumulative and 
dekadal rainfall estimates for Nampula 
Province. It is clearly evident that rains 
only started in mid December and in 
much lower quantities than the average 
(black line).  Thus the planting season 
had a late start. Close to 100m of 
rainfall fell in the second decade of 
February.  These rains likely brought 
some relief for the crops that are now on 
vegetative phase. Currently, the 
Intertropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ), 
the main source of rains in the north, is 
established over the region, and 
significant rainfall is expected.   

In central Mozambique, cumulative 
rainfall has been near normal in Manica, 
Sofala, and Zambézia provinces, and 
has been above normal in Tete 
Province. In December and January, 
heavy rains (near or above 
100mm/dekad) fell in Sofala Province, 
which led to flash floods and overflowing 
rivers. Some families were left 
homeless, and some crops were washed 
away. By the second decade of 
February, rainfall amounts had declined, 
and cumulative rainfall amounts are now 
below the mean. If this trend continues, 
there will be negative consequences for 
crops at critical developmental stages. 
Most of the maize in Sofala is now at the 
tasseling or cobbing stages, and yield 
reductions are likely as the stressed 
crops may not recover. Field information 
indicates additional rainfall is required to 
ensure the success of the current 
season, especially for sorghum, which 
has a longer cycle than maize. 

Figure 2. Illustrative comparison the mean of rainfall estimates and 
previous season rainfall in Nampula, Sofala and Inhambane Provinces, 
October 2005- February 2006 

Rainfall estimates: Sofala 
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Rainfall estimates: Inhambane 
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Rainfall estimates: Nampula 
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In southern Mozambique, Gaza and Inhambane provinces have experienced above normal rains, while
 
Maputo had near to below normal rains.  The rains have been a deserved blessing for households who have 
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suffered from recurring drought for the past two years.  In Inhambane Province, despite a good start, rains 
have weakened since the second dekad of January, and the dry conditions may have negative consequences 
for crops that are now near maturing phases.  A dry spell of about twenty days dry spell is likely to wilt the 
crops to a point from which they can not recover.  Although cumulative rainfall totals are well above average, 
additional rainfall is required to ensure the success of the upcoming second season.  As indicated in the graph 
of Inhambane, very little rainfall fell in second and third dekads of February.   

River levels 

Levels in the Zambeze River 
have receded considerably, after 
rapidly rising in January and 
inundating low lying areas.  In 
fact, in the lower areas of 
northern Sofala, districts of Caia, 
the rising water triggered 
displacement of households and 
some crop losses along the river 
banks. 

Since the beginning of February, 
the water level in the Zambeze 
basin has decreased significantly 
due to the minimal amount of 
rainfall across large areas of the 
basin. However in recent days 
the river levels have risen due 
mainly to the rainfall contribution 
in the basin and in upstream 
Zambezi River, as well as inflows 
into the Zambeze River through 
the main tributaries such as Shire 
and Revubue.   

The Zambezi River at its mouth splits into a wide, flat and marshy delta, making the area the most vulnerable 
during the swelling phase of the river.  Latest information from the National Water Board (DNA) indicates a 
continuous rising of the water level, and the water inflows to the Cahora Bassa Dam are progressively 
increasing. Precautionary measures should be observed until the end of the rainy season in April, particularly 
in the area indicated by the red line in particular because the short term forecast in the next few weeks 
indicates up to 150 mm of rains throughout the basin. 

Figure 3. Zambeze River basin: areas with high risk of flooding 

Other rivers 

Because of recent rains in the parts of northern Mozambique, the Licungo River levels are increasing.  Given 
the expected heavy rains in coming weeks, there is great likelihood of occurrence of localized flash flooding. 
Information from the DNA indicates that the majority of the rivers in central Mozambique (Buzi, Pungué and 
Save) are high and near the alert level.  The levels tend to increase due to the recent rains registered in 
upstream. This tend is likely to prevail in next few days.  In southern Mozambique, the Limpopo and Incomati 
rivers are in general receding, but are still high.   

New crops reach markets 

SIMA reports that recently harvested maize is beginning to enter markets in central and southern Mozambique, 
and the increased supply has triggered a slight reduction in maize prices.  There are no indications that this 
season’s crop has reached the northern markets yet, mostly due to the late start of the season.  In some of the 
northern markets, prices are extremely high for this time of the year.  The Vulnerability Analysis Group (GAV) 
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findings reveal that most of the markets are poorly supplied and the food prices are high, due to the high 
transportation cost and poor road conditions following the heavy rains in December and January.  However, 
prices for processed foods (maize meal) have not risen as sharply. 

As the major harvest approaches, the prices tend to decline.  During the last four weeks, maize prices in 
Maputo have been steadily falling as the supplies are augmented with the early harvests. 
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