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Recent rains have been near normal to much above normal with average values in 
some districts of the central and southern regions reaching above 100 millimeters in a 
ten day period (1-10 December).  This improvement in rainfall over most of the country 
has created favorable conditions for land preparation and planting, which have been 
underway since October.  On the other hand, the heavy rains since late November 
have cut off some access roads, limiting marketing activities.  However, maize prices 
have remained stable and are below average prices and last year’s prices, improving 
food access for the majority of population.   

The agricultural season is underway across the country and is progressing satisfactory.  
The crops already planted are in good condition, and the water requirement has been 
met. 

SEASONAL TIMELINE  

 
CURRENT HAZARD SUMMARY 

• During the last dekad of November and the first dekad of December, rainfall improved significantly over most of 
the country, supporting agricultural activities. 

• During the first dekad of December, the vegetation conditions in some provinces have improved since the 
previous dekad.  However in parts of Niassa and Inhambane provinces, vegetation conditions have declined 
but are expected to improve in the coming dekads following recent heavy rains. 

• Maize prices have remained stable and are below average prices and last year’s prices, improving food access 
for the majority of population.   

• Monthly informal trade flows into Malawi have declined from an average of 11,000 MT between July and 
September to 6,000 MT between October and November, reflecting dwindling on-farm stocks as Mozambique 
enters its lean season or hunger period, which normally occurs between November and January. 

FOOD SECURITY SITUATION 

Generally, the food security situation continues to be relatively good, as staple food prices remain low, ensuring access 
to food for the majority of the population.  In some places in the south, the harvest of the last year’s second season 
crops is underway, guaranteeing that some new crops will be available during the current lean period.  These crops 
include peanuts and horticultural crops, such as onion, cabbage, tomato, cucumber and peppers.  However, localized 
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Figure 1: Rainfall Anomalies 
1-10 December 2004 

 

Source: USGS/FEWS NET

Figure 2. Rainfall estimates: Inhambane Province
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pockets of food insecurity still prevail in some remote areas, including parts of the coastal Nampula province in the 
north.  The Mozambique Vulnerability Assessment Group (GAV) report on vulnerability in the north, to be released 
soon, will provide more information on the severity of the problem in the coastal areas of Nampula and offer 
recommendations for appropriate response and targeted interventions, if needed. 

CURRENT HAZARDS 
Rainfall improves significantly 
 
Statistical analysis based on satellite imagery of rainfall estimates and observed ground data indicate the occurrence of 
moderate to substantial rains in much of the country in late November and early December.  Recent rains have been 
near normal to much above normal, with average values in some districts of the central and southern regions reaching 
above 100 millimeters in a ten day period.  In general, the rainfall distribution supports land preparation and planting 
activities which are now underway throughout the country. 
 
Figure 1 shows that during the first dekad of December, the country received 
normal to above normal rainfall except in some coastal areas of Nampula and 
the southeast region of Cabo Delgado province in the north.  The heaviest 
rains were received in parts of Inhambane, Tete, Manica and Sofala 
provinces.  Other provinces had received moderate rainfall.  The following is 
the summary of rainfall performance during the first dekad of December in the 
three regions: north (Cabo Delgado, Niassa and Nampula provinces), center 
(Tete, Zambezia, Sofala and Manica provinces) and south (Inhambane, Gaza 
and Maputo provinces). 
 
South: All of Inhambane Province and the northern part of Gaza have 
received above normal rains.  The southeastern districts of Inhambane 
Province received a significant amount of rain in the first dekad of December.  
These districts, including Zavala, Inharrime, Jangamo, Inhambane, Homoine, 
Maxixe, Morrumbene and Massinga, received between 117 and 165 mm of 

rain during the ten day period.  The 
rest of the region received average 
amounts of rainfall. 
 
Center: Most of the region received 
above normal rains, especially the 
central highlands region of Manica 
province and the south and west of 
Tete province, which received about 
100 mm of rain. 

 
North: The region received near average rain, with the exception of northeast Nampula and southeast Cabo Delgado 
provinces, which received below normal rains. 
 
The improvement of the rains began in late November, when the whole country started having near average to above 
average rains, especially in the Northern Region.  This situation came after two consecutive dekads of erratic rains, 
particularly in the Central Region.  A description of the rainfall performance from October through the first dekad of 
December is well illustrated in Figure 2 (Inhambane province, used as an example), is indicative of rainfall patterns in 
most of the country.  It is evident that, after a dry spell in the first two dekads of November, rainfall picked up towards 
the end of the month.  From the same graph, we can see that in the last season (2003/04, in blue), rainfall had a good 
start, followed by a long period of erratic rain from mid October until mid January, when significant rains started falling, 
relieving farming households who were worried by the possibility of another drought year following two consecutive bad 
years.   
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In general, the cumulative November rainfall had been below normal in the central 
region and near to above average in the north and south (see Figure 3).  However 
these deficits in the center were compensated by the above average rains in the 
following dekad (1-10 December), as shown by Figure 1, above.   
 
Most of the main agricultural season planting occurs in November and December, 
with continued planting through January if soil moisture is adequate.  Since the last 
dekad of November, rainfall has been well distributed and above normal, indicative 
of a successful start to the season, provided that rainfall in the coming dekads is not 
excessive.  
 
Recent information from agricultural authorities indicates that widespread planting is 
taking place throughout the country.  As already reported in previous bulletins, 
farming households have now adopted the habit of planting whenever it rains and 
whenever seeds availability permits.  This factor explains the existence of crops in 
different growth stages within the same area.   
 
For the rest of December, models predicting rainfall forecast significant rains in the 

north and moderate rainfall in the center and south. 
 
Vegetation conditions 
 
The normalized vegetation index (NDVI) measures the greenness of the surface 
and therefore one of the tools that, together with rainfall measurements, can help 
in the spatial and temporal monitoring of the season.  Figure 4 shows the 
vegetation anomalies during the first dekad of December as compared to the 
previous dekad (21-30 November). 
 
The anomalies were calculated by subtracting the prevailing vegetation condition 
during the first dekad of December with those in the previous dekad.  Negative 
anomalies (tendency to brown color in Figure 4) suggest a worsening of vegetation 
conditions, while positive anomalies (tendency to green color) suggest an 
improvement.  The gray color reveals areas where vegetation conditions remain 
unchanged.   
 
From Figure 4, the improvement in the vegetation in some provinces is evident.  
Nevertheless, some areas show a relative decline, such as parts of Inhambane, 
Niassa and northwest Zambezia provinces.  However, these areas received a 
significant amount of rainfall during the first dekad of December and, based on the 
assumption that there is a lag of few days for the vegetation to respond to rainfall, 
an improvement of the vegetation appearance is expected. 
 
A decrease in greenness may indicate a serious water deficit and may have negative implications for the agricultural 
performance in the affected areas.  Hence, FEWS NET will continue monitoring the vegetation conditions based on 
NDVI, together with rainfall and field information. 
 
Maize prices consistently lower 
 
Current retail maize prices are consistently lower when compared to five year average and last year.  Figure 5 
illustrates that this trend persists.   
 
The latest market information bulletins indicate that in recent weeks, prices have been stable on both retail and 
wholesale markets monitored by Agricultural Market Information System (SIMA).  SIMA also informs that the flow of 
maize is mostly from the central region into Maputo wholesale markets.  Most of the maize found in Maputo during the 
last weeks for instance, came from Nhamatanda district in Sofala Province and Gondola in Manica.  Beans came 
mostly from Niassa Province in north and Zambézia in the center.  In the Central and Northern regions, these products 
are mostly from local production or neighboring districts.   
 
According to SIMA, due to the current heavy rains in most parts of the country, some access roads have been cut off, 
limiting marketing activity. 

Figure 4: Vegetation Evolution 
Dekad 1 of December minus 

previous dekad 

Source: USGS/FEWS NET

Figure 3: Percentage of Normal 
1 – 30 November 2004 

Source: http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/ 
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Informal cross border maize trade flow volumes decline 
 
The FEWS NET and WFP informal cross border trade monitoring system has released its November 2004 bulletin.  
According to this bulletin, the volume of informal cross border trade in maize continued to decline in November.  The 
average monthly trade volume from Mozambique into Malawi has declined from an average of 11,000 MT between July 
and September to 6,000 MT between October and November.  The decline in trade reflects dwindling on-farm stocks 
as Mozambique enters its lean season/hunger period, which normally occur between November and January. 
 
Figure 6 shows that from a regional total of 9,337 MT of maize traded informally in November, about 6,115 MT (65 
percent of the informal regional bulk maize traded in November) consists of Mozambican exports to Malawi, crossing at 
several points along the countries’ border. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Meanwhile, a newly recruited border monitor stationed near Chimoio in Manica Province reports small volumes of rice 
trade, but virtually no trade in maize from Mozambique into Zimbabwe, due to border restrictions.  An assessment 
carried out in October 2004 revealed that trade barriers between Zimbabwe and her neighbors were the major 
constraint to informal food trade (see the Informal Cross Border October bulletin).  The rice flowing into Zimbabwe 
through the Machipanda border point in Chimoio is mostly from East Asia. 
 

Figure 6. November Informal Cross-Border Trade in Maize (MT)
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Figure 5: Average Monthly  Real Retail Maize Prices

.00

1000.00

2000.00

3000.00

4000.00

5000.00

6000.00

7000.00

M
ay Ju
n

Ju
l

A
ug S
ep O
ct

N
ov

M
ay Ju
n

Ju
l

A
ug S
ep O
ct

N
ov

M
ay Ju
n

Ju
l

A
ug S
ep O
ct

N
ov

Maputo Beira Nampula

M
ts

/K
g

2003
2004
Average (1998-2002)

 
Source: SIMA 
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2004/05 AGRICULTURAL SEASON STATUS 

Current agricultural season is underway and satisfactory 
 
The Early Warning and Food Security Department of the Ministry of Agricultural and Rural Development has released 
its November bulletin, which describes the status of the current agricultural season through the end of November.  The 
following is the summary of the October and November bulletins: 
 
Land preparation and planting: Rainfall during November was quite favorable for land preparation and planting, 
especially in the north and south. 
 
North: Niassa Province has already concluded the land preparation, while in Cabo Delgado Province that activity is 
underway.  The water satisfaction level during November was good.   
 
Center: Although rains were moderate to weak during November, there was enough moisture for land preparation and 
planting, especially in Manica and Tete provinces.  In Sofala Province, about 80 percent of the planned area has 
already been prepared and area planted may exceed the planned area.  Planting may also exceed area planned in 
Tete, due to increase in the production of cash crops by large-scale commercial farmers. 
 
South: Rainfall performance has been improving progressively since October.  In Inhambane province, rains were late, 
delaying the planting process, and the planted area in this period of the current season is less than in the same period 
of the previous season. 
 
Crop condition: In general, crops are at emerging to vegetative growing stages and in good condition.  In Inhambane 
Province, the second season groundnut planted last year is now mature and ready for harvest.  In Gaza Province, the 
groundnut is in the maturing stage and cowpea is in the growing and branching stage.  In some districts of Maputo 
Province, the harvest of horticultural crops such as tomato, cabbage, onion and pepper is underway.  Crop conditions 
in the lowlands of Maputo and Gaza Provinces are very good. 
 
Inputs: Most of the agrarian households use basic manual tools and local seeds from a variety of sources.  In general, 
seed availability is secured by the households’ own reserves from the previous harvest.  A number of government, non-
government and private agencies also supply seeds through agricultural input trade fairs, commercial shops and 
markets.  Nevertheless, there are many remote areas where access to the markets is difficult and if inputs are 
available, households cannot afford to by them.  Although this is a negative factor to take into account, it does not 
necessarily limit planting as a number of strategies may be employed by the farmers to get the inputs.   
 
Plagues and pests: There is some concern over the damage to crops in parts of Cabo Delgado Province by wild 
animals, such as elephants, monkeys and rats.  Stored surpluses have suffered losses caused by the infestation of 
Prostephanus truncatus, a larger grain borer, especially in Tete province.  In some places in the south and center, there 
are isolated pockets of Zonocerus elegans (elegant grasshopper) infestations.  Isolated infestations of miner caterpillar 
were reported in Bilene, Xai-Xai and Chibuto districts of Gaza Province and in Matola district in Maputo Province. 
 

 


