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The upcoming rainy season will be critical for the recovery of food security in those 
parts of Mozambique affected by recurring droughts. October marks the normal onset 
of rains in the southern region and some of central region. According to the latest 
seasonal forecast, the conditions will improve towards the end of the year and the first 
quarter of next year, when the chances of successful planting are high. FEWS NET will 
closely monitor the performance of the season. 
 
Stability in maize prices is easing food access. Considerable cross border trade 
between Mozambique and Malawi benefits farmers in northern province of Zambézia. 
Vulnerability analysis in the north will provide information on the severity of vulnerability 
in coastal Nampula and will recommend targeted interventions. 

SEASONAL TIMELINE  

 

CURRENT HAZARD SUMMARY 

• October marks the normal start to the lean period, when low and middle-income households are likely to have 
exhausted their own resources to meet their food needs. 

• Based on the latest observations and forecasts, it is at least 60% likely that weak El Niño conditions will prevail 
through early 2005. Hence, the forecast for the first half of the season (October-December) predicts that the 
southern region of the country can expect normal to below normal rainfall, the center normal to above normal, 
and in the north, below normal to normal rainfall.  

• Retail maize prices remain stable across the country.  Prices are similar to or below last year’s prices and real 
prices are generally higher than average.  

• Cassava Brown Streak Virus (CBSV) continues to affect cassava production in the coastal areas of Nampula 
Province. 

FOOD SECURITY SITUATION 

Despite the approach of the lean period, food security in most of Mozambique remains stable due to ongoing food aid 
interventions and relative price stability.  Close monitoring of food security during this period is still necessary, 
particularly in drought affected areas in the seven provinces of Central and South, in places that are remote with very 
limited markets options.  Attention should also be given to the pasture conditions due to a tardy onset of rains, 
especially in areas where livestock is important for livelihoods. 
 
The coastal areas of Nampula Province require close monitoring.  After several consecutive years, CBSV continues to 
affect production of cassava, the most important staple crop in the region. Other food crops have been adversely 
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affected in recent years by below average main season rains.   
 
Field reports and previous assessments indicate the situation is worrisome in Memba, Nampula Province, where 
households are facing a recurring drought, reduced access to fertile land and the and damage to cassava crops caused 
by CBSV over the past five years, which has adversely affected consumption and income from crop sales. The 
population in Memba does not fish, thus limiting this potential source of both food and income. 
 
The ongoing northern analysis of vulnerability will provide information on the severity of the problem in the coastal 
areas of Nampula, recommendations for appropriate response and targeted interventions. 

CURRENT HAZARDS 
Maize prices stable 
 
Despite expectations to the contrary, maize prices have continued to remain stable in recent weeks across northern, 
central and southern Mozambique.  Retail maize prices in Nampula (north) have not changed for the last 5 weeks and 
are about the same as last year.  In Chimoio (center), retail maize prices have been constant for the last 6 weeks and 
below last year’s prices by about 12%.  In the south, retail maize prices in Maputo are higher than on markets in other 
parts of the country, but generally stable and about 12% below last year’s prices.  Generally the prices in the major 
markets of three regions are lower than average or near average (in south), contrary to real prices, which are high than 
average.   
 
The price stability indicates that maize supplies remain 
adequate.  In normal years, food prices in the major 
markets often begin to rise in September and gradually 
increase until peaking in December and January.   
 
Price stability improves food access for market 
dependent consumers.  In less productive areas of the 
south, households have indicated that the variation in 
cereal prices is one of the most significant shocks they 
face, limiting their access to food. 
 
Informal cross border trade dynamics 
 
The informal cross border trade monitoring system 
recently established by FEWS NET and WFP to 
register unrecorded food trade across the twenty four 
border points shared by six countries, indicates that 
more than 90% of the informal regional bulk maize 
traded consists of Mozambican exports to Malawi (see 
Figure 2), crossing at several points along the 
countries’ border.   
 
Because of well-established commercial links between 
Mozambique and Malawi, and due to the high transport 
costs between northern and southern Mozambique, it is 
generally easier for surplus maize production to find its 
way into Malawi than to southern Mozambique.  Price 
differentials between areas in the north (particularly of 
Zambezia province) and Malawi do not need to be very high for trade to be profitable, considering the relatively low 
transport costs from west to east.   
 
 

 

Figure 1: Weekly retail maize prices in selected markets 

Figure 2: Cross-border maize trade between Mozambique and 
Malawi, compared to regional trade 
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This trade activity greatly benefits producers in the northern provinces, and serves as an incentive for farmers who 
would otherwise have limited viable market opportunities elsewhere in Mozambique.   
 
The majority of the informal border crossings are along 
Malawi’s southern region, which has had poor maize 
production recently.  According to FEWS NET Malawi, 
prices in this region remain relatively stable despite crop 
failure.  From About 58% of maize exports pass through 
the Milange district border (see Figure 3). 
 
Despite huge demand in Malawi, the supply of maize in 
northern markets of Mozambique is adequate, and the 
prices are relatively unchanged.   
 
The data used in graphs are from FEWS NET Malawi 
and Cross-Border Food trade Monitoring Initiative, by FEWS NET and WFP. 
 
 
Still no evidence of the start of rains 
 
Table 1 shows the observed versus the normal rainfall (average of 30 years) 
from selected ground weather stations for the first dekad of October.  All 
stations, except Marrupa, had recorded below normal rainfall.  The greatest 
disparity was in Maputo in the south.  The data show that the seasonal rains 
have not yet started in the south (Maputo and Inhambane) but are still within 
the normal range for the center and northern regions (Pebane, Quelimane, 
Angoche, Tete, Marrupa, Lichinga and Pemba), given the low values for the 
normal (0.1 to 4.5 mm). 
 
So far, the non start of rains cannot be classified as alarming given the map 
on Figure 4.  This map shows that in the majority of the country, the situation 
is near average.  The exception is in the southern tip of the country 
(southern Maputo province) where rain has been less than normal. 
 
A massive start of rains is expected in November in most of the country as 
shown in Figure 5. 
 
The forecast for the first half of the season (October-December) predicts that the south region of the country can expect 
normal to below normal rainfall, the center normal to above normal, and in the north, below normal to normal rainfall.  
 
Figure 5 shows the average spatial and temporal 
distribution of the start of rains.  Rains normally start 
in a few places in October, including Maputo 
Province and some parts of Manica and Sofala 
provinces.  By mid-November, the rainy season has 
normally started across much of the country 
including some of the productive zones in central 
Mozambique and much of the semi-arid south.  The 
latest start of rains is seen in the northern part of 
the country (northern Nampula, Niassa and Cabo 
Delgado), where the season does not normally get 
underway until December.  This analysis was 
generated using 7-year (1996-2002) average 
satellite-based Rainfall Estimate (RFE) data. 
 
Mozambique is recovering from a severe drought 
that affected the country in the 2002/03 agricultural 
season.  In the last season (2003/04), October – 
December rains were much below normal, but 
between January and March, there were massive 
rains in the drought prone areas of interior Gaza, 
Maputo and southern Tete provinces, substantially 

Figure 3: Informal maize trade in selected border districts (in 
MT) 

 

Table 1: Observed vs. Normal rainfall (30 
year average) at selected ground stations, 
October 1-10 

Rainfall 
STATION Observed 

(mm) 
Normal  
(mm) 

PEMBA 0.0 3.5 
LICHINGA 0.0 2.1 
MARRUPA 0.2 0.1 
TETE 0.0 1.1 
ANGOCHE 3.0 4.5 
QUELIMANE 0.4 3.2 
PEBANE 0.0 2.1 
VILANCULOS 0.9 1.7 
INHAMBANE 2.9 5.7 
MAPUTO 0.0 14.5 

Data Source: INAM 

Figure 4: October 1-10, Current 
Rainfall Estimates: difference 
with long term average (1920-
1980) 

Figure 5: Mean onset of rains 

 
Source: USGS/FEWS NET 
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improving the food production and the overall food security situation.   
 
EL NIÑO UPDATE 
 
Overall conditions in the tropical Pacific are currently indicative of a weak El Niño.  Based on the latest observations 
and forecasts, it is at least 60% likely that weak El Niño conditions will prevail through early 2005 (see 
http://iri.columbia.edu/climate/ENSO for more information).  Historically, in Mozambique, a stronger El Niño is normally 
related to dryer than normal conditions, while a strong La Niña is associated with wetter than normal conditions.  Mixed 
conditions may occur during neutral or weaker El Niño or La Niña. 
 
WFP response to date 
 
WFP's 25 implementing partners have provided emergency food support through Vulnerable General Feeding (VGF) 
and Food for Work (FFW) activities to about 75,000 people in August and 52,000 people in September.  In addition, 
take home school feeding support continues to reach an average of 80,000 students each month.  These activities 
covered about 50% of the food aid needs identified by VAC and CFSAMs reports released in July 2004, which 
recommended food assistance for 108,000 until March 05.  The adjustment of WFP’s program from emergency to non-
emergency status has led to a substantial decrease in needs assistance.  Despite lower coverage, the field information 
stated that the households are employing normal coping mechanisms and the food security situation remains stable.  
Despite this lower coverage level in August and September, the food aid pipeline is strong through December 2004, 
and WFP expects to increase the level of assistance for the period October through December 2004 as per the CFSAM 
to 157,000 persons. 
 
The current EMOP ends in December 2004, and the PRRO which was approved by the WFP Executive Board this 
month begins in January 2005 and will last for three years.  PRRO will be based on partnerships with government 
(CNCS, and members of HIV Working Group under SETSAN: MISAU, MADER, MMCAS, and MINED, and INGC), with 
non-governmental organizations and other UN agencies.  The major activities under PRRO consist of three main 
components: school based activities feeding, disaster mitigation and safety net activities.  There will be a strong focus 
on improving food security and mitigating HIV/AIDS. 
 

 


