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The overall food security situation in parts of southern and central Mozambique where food insecure 
people were identified earlier this year has stabilized due to several ongoing interventions.  
Continued food security monitoring is needed as the hungry season approaches.  In meantime, in 
the northern region, particularly coastal Nampula, the combined effects of cassava brown streak 
disease and poor rainfall in last major cropping season are likely to cause food deficits among the 
poorest households.  The severity of the situation and number of people in need of assistance will be 
determined by the Vulnerability Assessment Group, which is currently completing a major field 
survey in Northern Mozambique in conjunction with the Provincial SETSANs and other partners.  
Meanwhie, attention is turning to the new rainy season, which normally begins in October in southern 
and parts of central Mozambique. 

SEASONAL TIMELINE  

 
CURRENT HAZARD SUMMARY 
• The consensus forecast for the upcoming rainy season predicts a good start to the agricultural season in the central region, while in 

the southern and northern regions, rainfall is expected to be below average earlier in the season, picking up towards the second half 
of the season. 

• Retail maize prices in the central and southern markets remain fairly stable and are lower than last year.   
• In recent weeks, prices on some markets have been increasing as available supply declines.  This is a normal trend for this time of 

year. 
• Resources are not yet available to extend input and trade fairs into central zones. 

FOOD SECURITY SITUATION 
The overall food security situation has improved compared to the last few years because of good 
production due to favorable rains over most of the country in the second half of the season and 
ongoing interventions including seed fairs, targeted food aid and drought mitigation activities such the 
promotion of treadle pumps, small scale irrigation, and drought tolerant crops, etc.  For households in 
parts of the seven provinces of central and southern Mozambique identified by the Vulnerability 
Assessment Group (GAV) in its March-April assessment as needing assistance through March 2005, 
the food security situation appears stable.  But as the hunger season approaches, close monitoring is 
needed.   

Despite this improving outlook, food security in the coastal areas of Nampula is of great concern 
mainly because of cassava brown streak disease which has severely affected the staple cassava 
crop for several consecutive years, and poor main season rains that have negatively affected other 
food crops.  Field reports indicate some households in the area have exhausted their own resources 
to meet their food requirements.   

Currently, the GAV has completed the field work for its 2004 Vulnerabilty Assessment in northern 
Mozambique.  The primary objectives are (1) to assess the severity and magnitude of food insecurity 
in the districts that are the most vulnerable to food insecurity in Nampula, Cabo Delgado, and Niassa 
Provinces, and (2) to assess the impact of cassava brown streak disease (CBSD) on rural families’ 
vulnerability to food insecurity.  The map on the side shows the districts where the Vulnerability 
Assessment is underway. 

 

Figure 1.  Districts included in the 
vulnerability analysis 
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CURRENT HAZARDS 
SEASONAL FORECAST FOR 2004/05 RAINY SEASON 
 
Regional and national climate experts have released a consensus outlook for the 2004/05 rainy season.  The outlook for Mozambique 
implies a good start to the agricultural season in the central region (where the rains normally start in November).  In the southern and 
northern regions, rainfall will tend towards normal to below normal levels for the first half of the season but is expected to improve later in 
the season.  In the north, the tendency toward below normal rains earlier in the season is not especially worrying because rains do not 
normally start until early December.   
 

  
Figure 3: January – March 2005 
Northern region: Normal to above Normal rainfall 
Central region: Normal to below-normal rainfall 
Southern Region: Normal to above-normal rainfall 

 

Figure 2: October – December 2004 
Northern region (Niassa, Cabo Delgado, Nampula and 
much of Zambézia provinces): below-normal rainfall with 
a slight tendency toward normal.   
Central region (Tete, central and northern Manica and 
Sofala and southern Zambezia provinces): to above 
normal rainfall.   
Southern region (Inhambane, Gaza and Maputo 
provinces including southern Manica and Sofala 
provinces): normal rainfall with a tendency to below-
normal. 
 

Remarks: The three numbers indicate the probability of 
occurrence of rainfall in the three following conditions: 
 
Upper box: Probability for above normal rainfall 
Middle box: Probability for normal rainfall 
Bottom box: Probability for below normal rainfall 

 
In the south, a normal start to the season is expected early in October, but the 35 percent likelihood of below-normal rainfall in the first half 
of the season should be taken into account.  The forecast for the second half of the season is more promising.   
 
Based on the above forecast, the Early Warning Group for Food Security of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development has 
developed projections of the water requirement satisfaction index for the crops.  Assuming good availability of the agricultural inputs, the 
EWG foresee an increase in the planted areas of 3% for cereals and 2% for tubers as compared to the last season. 
The EWG has also issued a number of recommendations for the agricultural season 2004/05 for different regions of the country:  
South region: in general, for the first half of the season (October – December), late planting of short cycle and water stress tolerant 
varieties is recommended.  Normal planting can be done in lowlands.  For the second half of the season, farmers should extend their 
planting areas to the highlands. 
Central region: medium and long cycle varieties are recommended in the normal planting period. 
North region: plantation should occur in the normal timing with maximum use of the lowlands during the first half of the season. 
 
It is worthwhile to note that the consensus forecast does not predict potential rainfall due to tropical cyclones.  Tropical disturbances, 
including cyclones, cannot be accurately predicted on a seasonal basis.  November marks the onset of the cyclone season, which lasts 
until April and peaks in January and February.   

Figure 2: Forecast for October – December 2004 
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Figure 3: Forecast for January – March 2005 
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Source: INAM 
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EL NIÑO UPDATE 
Newly updated information from the International Research Institute for Climate Prediction (IRI) indicates that there is a nearly 60 percent 
probability that El Niño conditions will continue for the remainder of 2004 and into early 2005.  The magnitude of the event is now expected 
to be weak.  Historically, in Mozambique, a stronger El Niño is normally related to a dryer than normal conditions and a strong La Niña is 
associated to a wetter than normal conditions.  Mixed conditions may occur during neutral or weaker El Niño or La Niña. 
 

MAIZE PRICES STABLE AND BELOW LAST YEAR 
 
In general, the retail maize prices in the central and southern markets remain stable and below last year’s prices.  In Maputo between July 
and September 2003, maize prices varied between 5,079 and 5,378 Mt/Kg, while in the same period this year, prices varied between 3,609 
and 4,532 Mt/kg.  A similar difference between the two years was observed in Chimoio, central Mozambique.  In the north, especially in 
Nampula, prices were slightly above last year’s in July and the first half of August, but have been almost the same from mid-August.   
 

Figure 4 

 
The price pattern this season can be attributed to the significant increase in maize production during the first part of 2004, resulting from 
the good late season rains, especially in south and central region, where rains were well above normal.   
 
According to the recent weekly SIMA bulletins, the supply of maize to the main markets of north, center and south has been relatively 
good, although in the recent weeks the supply in some markets has declined and the prices are increasing, following the normal seasonal 
trend. 
 
INPUTS AVAILABILITY 
 
The overall seed needs anticipated by the National Early Warning Department of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, are as 
follows: 
 

Major Crops Seeds needs (MT) 
Maize 27,492 
Rice 14,926 
Sorghum 5,491 
Millet 1,124 
Beans 13,566 
Groundnut 9,252 

 
Some of the needs will be covered by informal seed supplies and from seeds saved on farms.  The seed fairs organized by the SETSAN’s 
Unit for Agriculture Emergency Coordination (UCEA) are a resource for farmers who were not able to save seeds from their own crops, in 
most cases because of poor rains.  The recent GAV report recommended input trade fairs in order to facilitate farmers’ acquisition of more 
diversified inputs, particularly seeds, targeting basic subsistence farmers and cereal dependent subsistence farmers who are more 
concentrated in Sofala, Manica and Tete provinces, according to the GAV analysis.  However resources are not available to allow the ITFs 
in central region.   

Weekly Retail Maize Prices in Selected Markets
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