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Highlights 
 

• Although rains picked up in January, cumulative rainfall is still below 
normal in most parts of the country, with erratic spatial and temporal 
distributions, and long dry spells affecting the normal growing period. 

 
• Heavy rains in late January mask very poor rains during the most important 

part of the growing season (from October to December) in the far south.   
 

• A combination of prolonged dry spells and more recent flash flooding has 
increased the likelihood of a poor harvest in southern areas. 

 
• Combined analysis of rainfall and Water Satisfaction Index for maize so far 

indicates an area of concern comprising most of central and southern 
region.  Most of these areas also experienced production shortfalls last 
season, according to the 2003 VAC analysis. 

 
• Despite erratic rains, the crops in the central and northern regions are 

progressing fairly well and are in various stages of development, ranging 
form vegetative to mature.   

 
• The Vulnerability Assessment Committee (VAC) in Mozambique is planning 

a food security assessment in areas experiencing their third year of 
drought to determine the impact of successive droughts on food security 
and nutrition in rural communities of Mozambique. 

  
• In south and central markets, retail maize prices in January were lower 

than the previous two seasons.   
 

• Traders from Malawi have started buying white maize in northern 
Mozambique (Zambezia province), placing upward pressure on prices 
there.   
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Erratic rainfall continues to affect current season 
 
Given the poor 2003 November/December rains, the performance of the main agricultural season 
now depends on rainfall during January-March 2004.  During the first five dekads of 2004 (Figure 1), 
rainfall improved somewhat, especially during the last 10 days of January.   

However, as seen on Figure 2, cumulative rainfall is still below normal in most parts of the country.  
(The above normal cumulative rains in Maputo Province resulted from the heavy rains in late January 
and mask the very poor rains during the most important part of the growing season in the far south, 
from October to December.)  

In addition to the cumulative departure, both the 
spatial and temporal distribution have been patchy 
and erratic.  As illustrated in Figure 3, using 
Inhambane Province as an example, heavy rains in 
mid-October in the South were followed by a dry 
spell in mid-November and the first two dekads of 
December.  Some rain fell in late December, 
followed by another dry spell in early January.  
Again, there were brief but heavy rains in late 
January followed by another dry spell in early and 
mid-February.  Very heavy rains in October and 
January were separated by long dry spells, which 
may have limited crop development.  January’s 
heavy rainfall, rather than bringing much needed 
relief, actually caused some crop damage to 
lowland plantings, especially along the rivers.  This 
inconsistent rainfall, with extended dry periods, 
and more recently the flash flooding, has increased 
the likelihood of a poor harvest in many areas.   

 
 
 
 

Legend: 
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Figure 1: Rainfall estimates sequential images 

Source: USGS/FEWS NET 

Source: USGS/FEWS NET 

Figure 2 

Rainfall performance in Inhambane Province 
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The Water Requirement Satisfaction Index (WRSI)1 for 
maize (Figure 4) indicates that the southern half of 
Mozambique (circled in Figures 2 and 4) is facing less than 
optimum production conditions so far this season.  Most of 
this area was also food insecure last season, according to 
the 2003 VAC analysis.  The precise impact of the erratic 
rains on production and food security cannot be 
confirmed, but the suggestion here is that a good deal of 
this area may once again be facing a production shortfall.  
The VAC is preparing to conduct a focused assessment of 
the current season in March/April.   
 
Parts of the northern region, including Cabo Delgado, 
Niassa and Nampula Provinces show slightly below normal 
rainfall and vegetation, but there is no indication that this 
will result in reduced production.  Unlike the south and 
part of the center, where drought conditions have 
hindered production in a number of consecutive recent 
years, the northern zones had above normal rains last 
season and overall production was good.   
 
Previous monthly reports highlighted the worrying water 
situation in the south, with most river levels below normal 
and below last year (a drought year).  According to the 
technical management company (Electricidade de 
Moçambique – EDM-
UPC), similar concerns 
have been reported in 

the central regions, specifically for the Chicamba dam, located in 
the Buzi River Basin.  This dam is responsible for supplying power 
to Manica and Sofala Provinces, drinking water to Manica’s capital 
city, and water to various irrigation systems in the province.  Table 
1 shows the monthly mean levels from September 2003 to January 
2004.  The data show that the Chicamba dam level is about 9.3 m 
below the normal level for the rainy season of 622.0 m.  
Nevertheless, dam authorities claim they will be able to assess the 
overall situation only at the end of the rainy season in April.  Levels 
are deemed critical when they fall below 600 m.   
 
Mixed crop performance across the country 
 
In the northern region, planting started in mid-December.  Short dry spells in January and February 
may have moderately reduced the yields of maize and sorghum, though most plants are in the 
flowering and formation stages and the green maize harvest is already available.  Prospects remain 
fairly good.  In the coastal semi-arid districts of Nampula Province, cassava is in the vegetative phase, 
but cassava root development is being undermined by the cassava brown streak virus. 
 
In the central region, the late onset of rains (similar to last year) forced farmers to delay planting.  
The rains in the last month enabled crops to recover and allowed a new planting, which is 
progressing reasonably.  Farmers had to replant up to three times both food and cash crops.  Rains in 
February and March are critical for production outcomes, but current prospects are fairly good.  In 
maize growing areas, crops appear in various stages, from vegetative to final formation.  Households 
in central cotton producing zones are now focusing mainly on maize production to secure household 

                                                 
1 WRSI uses an analysis of season-to-date rainfall and temperature in relation to rainfall/temperatures required 
for optimum crop production given existing soil types, in order to provide an indication of how specific crops may 
be performing this season. 

Table 1 
Normal level (m): 622.0 
Monthly data:   

Year: Month 

Mean 
level 
(m) 

2003 Sep 614.73
2003 Oct 614.31
2003 Nov 613.79
2003 Dec 613.06
2004 Jan 612.54

Source: EDM-UPC 

 

 

Figure 4: Water Requirement 
Satisfaction Index for Maize as of 
dekad 2 of February 2004 (11-20 

February) 

Source: USGS/FEWS NET 
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food availability, and semi arid zone farmers are planting drought-tolerant and short cycle crops, such 
as finger millet.   
 
In the southern region, a drastic reduction in crop yields has occurred due to drought and high 
temperatures, leading to a maize failure and scarcity of other staple crops, especially in the alto (or 
upper cropping) areas where the soils are sandy and have a low moisture retention capacity.  It 
should be noted that most people crop in both high and low areas, but that approximately 80% of the 
land is found in alto (upper) areas and 20% is located in baixo (lower) areas in this region. 
 
Most farmers were able to replant in January, however, the success of this planting will depend on 
how long the rains continue. 
 
Seed and input trade fairs for second cropping underway  
 
With the main cropping season in its final phase, preparation for the second cropping season is 
underway.   
 
As such, the MADER’s Unit for Agriculture Emergency Coordination (UCEA), with FAO support, has 
organized and planned several input and tools fairs for the center and south of Mozambique, where 
households are likely to face production shortfalls.  Although nationally the contribution of second 
season production is normally limited, it can make a substantial contribution to household income and 

food production in some zones, 
especially where lowlands are 
available.  This year, households may 
benefit more than usual from second 
season (and off-season) crops as 
long as they have seeds, particularly 
since the rains appear to be 
improving. 
DFID is supporting the fairs in 
southern Mozambique, while funds 
for the center provinces are provided 
by the Swedish International 

Development Agency.  The fairs proved to be an adequate resource for supplying seeds and tools for 
the main cropping season.  However, field information indicates that the seeds supplied by the seed 
companies were of poor quality, and the farmers sought and favored the local seeds. 
 
Malawian traders pushing up maize prices in Zambezia 
 
With maize stocks running out in southern Malawi, a growing number of traders from neighboring 
Malawi are entering Morrumbala and Milange Districts in northwest Zambezia Province to buy white 
maize, SIMA reported in its latest weekly bulletin.  According to SIMA, Mozambican traders are paying 
60,000 Mts/20 kg tin of white maize, and Malawian traders are paying 70,000 Mts for the same unit.  
This extra demand is likely to push white maize prices up in Quelimane. 
 
In the south and central markets, January retail maize prices were significantly lower than in the two 
previous seasons.  For instance, in Maputo, the January 2004 price was 5,104 Mts/Kg, approximately 
20% lower than previous year prices.  (See figure 5).  Maputo supplies are mainly originating from 
last year’s production in the central provinces.  In Beira, the current price is 3,981Mts/Kg, or around 
10% lower than last year, and 22% lower than the year before.  Similarly, in Chimoio the current 
price is 4,343 Mts/Kg compared to 4,429 Mts/Kg for 2003 at the same time, and 4,952 Mts/Kg in 
2002. 
 
 
 
 

ITFs - SWEDISH 2003/04 – South  
 Provinces Dates Nº of IT fairs N° of Families 

INHAMBANE March 8-16  8 4,000 
GAZA March 18-27 8 4,000 
MAPUTO March 29-April 3 6 3,000 
Grand Total  22 11,000 
ITFs – DFID 2003/04 – Center 

Provinces Dates Nº of IT fairs n° of Families 

TETE Feb 1-16 12 6,000 
MANICA Feb 18-28 9 4,500 
SOFALA March 1-6 5 2,500 

Grand Total  26 13,000 
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Although not all of 
February’s prices are 
available yet, SIMA’s 
recent weekly bulletin 
indicates that maize 
prices in Maputo rose 
in the first two weeks 
of the month.  The 
SIMA bulletin reports 
that the transportation 
of agricultural 
commodities from 
north and central areas 
to the southern areas 
has been slightly 
slowed by recent rains. 
 
Vulnerability assessment mission planned to determine the food security and 
nutrition situation 
 
The Vulnerability Assessment Committee in Mozambique, a multi sectoral working group led by 
SETSAN, is planning to conduct fieldwork to assess the impact of this year’s crop production on 
household food security and nutrition in rural communities of Mozambique, from March 8-26, in order 
to make recommendations on emergency assistance and appropriate policies.  The assessment will 
focus on the districts that are experiencing a third year of drought, with an aim to understanding the 
compounded effects of prolonged drought exacerbated by the effects of HIV/AIDS.  The household 
questionnaire will be carried out in the following districts:  
 

Provinces Districts 
Maputo Boane, Magude, Manhiça, Moamba, Marracuene, Matutuine and Namaacha 
Gaza Chibuto, Chigubo, Chicualacuala, Guijá, Mabalane, Mandlakazi, Massangena and 

Massingir 
Inhambane Govuro, Funhalouro, Inharrime, Inhassouro, Mabote, Massinga, Morrumbene and 

Panda 
Sofala Cheringoma, Chemba,, Muanza and Machanga. 
Manica Guro, Machaze, Macossa and Tambara, 
Tete Cabora-Bassa, Changara, Chiuta, Magoe, Moatize and Mutarara 
Zambézia Chinde, Maganja da Costa, Morrumbala and Mopeia 

 
The analysis will provide decision makers with information to better understand how rural households 
have responded to the prolonged period of drought, with particular reference to their food security 
situation.  Households will be interviewed about socio-demographics, access to health and education, 
health status and HIV, household food consumption, expenditure, income, agricultural production, 
livestock, socio-cultural organization, risk management and coping strategies 
 
Prior to the VAC mission, the Early Warning Department of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development is organizing field visits throughout the country from late February to early March to 
monitor the agricultural season and to determine the first yield estimates for the first season crops 
(October to March/April). 

Figure 5 

Maputo retail Maize Prices
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