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Mozambique Food Security Update: 18 December 2001 

 
• The National Institute for Disaster Management (INGC) presented its 

draft contingency plan for the 2001/2002 rainy season on December 13, 
2001 for expert review.  The plan, which identifies the population that is 
potentially vulnerable to floods, cyclones, or drought, is expected to be 
completed by late December.  

 
• Due to above-normal rainfall in the Southern Region of Mozambique 

and in neighboring countries, the Limpopo, Umbeluzi, and Incomati 
rivers are nearing flood alert levels.  The Limpopo River rose above 
alert levels on December 12-13, 2001. Normal to above-normal rainfall 
is a cause for concern in the Southern and Central regions of the 
country, where soils are already saturated due to the 1999/00 and 
2000/01 floods.  

 
• Planting and weeding are in progress in the Southern and Central 

regions of the country.  In the North, where rainfall has not yet occurred, 
farmers are still preparing their fields. 

 
• Retail maize prices are continuing their seasonal rise during the current 

month and reached their highest price rise peak, which is normal for this 
period of year. In contrast, retail prices of cassava and common beans 
remain low.   

 
• The maize price increase is eroding consumer purchasing power, 

particularly for poorer consumers in urban areas. However, rural 
producers are pleased with the maize price increase because it is likely 
to spur cereal production in the country in the current season (October 
2001 to March 2002).  

 
• National food security in the country is satisfactory.  Currently some 

regions are facing the most critical period  (from December to February) 
as existing maize stocks are drawn down. However, households are 
including protein-rich winter common beans, which are now being 
harvested, as well as cassava, which is in abundance, in their meals. 

 
• Food aid programs continue to operate in the country. Approximately 

2,100 MT of food were distributed to 70,000 beneficiaries in the form of 
Rehabilitation Food Aid. 
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GOVERNMENT PRESENTS FIRST DRAFT OF CONTINGENCY PLAN 
 
On December 13, 2001, the National Institute for Disaster Management (INGC) 
presented its draft contingency plan for the 2001/2002 rainy season (October/November 
through March) to Government experts, donors, UN agencies, and NGOs for analysis 
and discussion.  Affected populations and key institutions also contributed to the design 
of the plan, with contributions collected from the grassroots to the national level.  The 
lessons learned from the last two floods also provided useful insights for the planning 
process.  The contingency plan identifies the population that is potentially vulnerable to 
floods, cyclones, or drought.  
 

According to INGC, some 1.6 million 
people may be affected by floods, 1.3 
million by cyclones, and 800,000 by 
drought. 
 

Approximately 8,000 MT of food will be pre-positioned in secure places in Maputo, Beira, 
Tete, Nampula, and Quelimane to allow rapid response at the local level. The final 
version of the contingency plan will be presented by the end of December. 
 
SOUTHERN MOZAMBIQUE RIVERS CLOSE TO ALERT LEVEL  
 
Due to heavy rains in Southern Mozambique and in some neighbouring countries (South 
Africa, Swaziland, and Botswana), rivers in the Southern part of the country are close to 
the alert level (Figure 1).  

Region Floods Cyclones Drought 
North  171,481 745,010 127,366 
Center 407,166 118,524 274,435 
South 1,055,721 409,135 432,727 
Total 1,634,368 1,272,669 834,528 

River Levels (%) December 12th & 13th 2001 

 
 Stations on the Limpopo River Stations on the Incomati River  
Source: ARA- SUL 

Alert Level



 
Mozambique FEWS NET Food Security Update, 18 December o 2001 

 
 

3

The Limpopo River in Chokwé had risen above alert level on December 12-13.  This 
situation has not caused any losses so far, although people in some areas have been 
warned to move to safer locations.  The present conditions demand close monitoring of 
the river levels as well as the rainfall as the season progresses. 
 
ABOVE-NORMAL RAINFALL REPORTED IN SOUTHERN MOZAMBIQUE 
 
After a late beginning of the rainy season in Mozambique, the Southern region, 
particularly the Maputo Province, has reported rainfall above normal since the first dekad 
(10 days) of November.  In the Central region rainfall has been normal, while in Northern 

Mozambique there are no 
reports of the start of the rainy 
season (see map).  The heavy 
rainfall in areas of Maputo, 
Gaza, and Inhambane 
Provinces were due to the 
passage of convergence lines 
associated with low pressure 
systems, the influence of the 
Indian and Atlantic Oceans 
subtropical anticyclone 
movement, and the passage 
of cold fronts, which transport 
very humid air masses. 
 
Maputo (347 percent), 
Vilanculos (157 percent), 
Inhambane (148 percent), 
Chokwé (117 percent), and 
Xai-Xai (103percent) had rain 
above normal for the period.  
Because of the floods that 
have occurred in the country 
in the last few years, soils are 
still saturated so that even 

normal rainfall can have a negative impact on the water retention levels in the Southern 
and Central regions of the country.   
 
At present, the above-normal rainfall is interfering with farming activities in many areas.  
In some areas of Maputo Province (e.g., in Sabié, Changalane, and Boane), rainfall is 
also making access to the farms difficult.  It is important that this situation be monitored, 
especially in the South where households tend to farm near the banks of the rivers 
where soils are more fertile. 

Observed Rainfall (mm) Compared to Normal 
Rainfall, November 1st -30th  2001 

 
Source: INAM 
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RAINFALL IS FAVORING FARMING ACTIVITY IN THE COUNTRY 
 
The main agricultural activities in the present cropping season (October 2001 
through March 2002) are planting in the Southern and Central regions, weeding 
mainly in the South, and land preparation in the North.  
 
So far rainfall in the Southern and Central regions has favored the planting and maize 
germination processes.  Plants in these regions are germinating well and with good 
vegetative development thus far.  In the North, land preparation continues.  The Early 
Warning Department of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development forecasts that 
in 2001/02, area planted to cereals will increase 3.9 percent, area planted to pulses by 
3.7 percent, and area planted to cassava by 3.2 compared with the 2000/01 cropping 
season.  This indicates a good agricultural season if rainfall is adequate but not 
excessive. 
 
RETAIL MAIZE PRICES REMAIN HIGH COMPARED WITH RETAIL PRICES OF 
CASSAVA AND COMMON BEANS 

 
In general, retail maize 
prices are too high for 
many households in urban 
areas and above the prices 
observed in the last two 
market years (Figure 2).  
 
In April 2001, retail maize 
prices were between 0-28 
percent less than those 
observed in April 2000.  
However, as the 2001/02 
market year progressed, 
prices began to rise 
sharply, doubling the 
December 2000 prices.  
The increase in maize 

price can be seen at all commercial levels: from the grower to the wholesaler and 
retailer.  The reduced maize production, particularly in Southern Mozambique, combined 
with a limited supply and increased demand within Mozambique and in the neighboring 
countries, have contributed to the price rise.  Although the price increase is eroding 
consumer purchasing power, farmers, particularly in Chimoio, Nampula, and Maputo, are 
benefitting from the high prices as they are providing an incentive for maize production. 
 
According to the Agricultural Markets Information System of the Agricultural Economy 
Department (SIMA/DEA), wholesaler markets in various regions have reported a 30 
percent reduction of maize grain availability in November 2001.  Consequently, SIMA 
reported a retail price rise for maize flour of 0.4 percent in Maputo and up to 19 percent 
in Beira and Nampula for November 2001 as compared with the previous month (Figure 
3). 
   

Figure 2: Maize Retail Price (MZMT/Kg) in Six 
Selected Markets of Mozambique 
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Source: SIMA/DEA 
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Because households are facing 
the period when food stocks 
generally decrease, from 
December to February, many 
farm households are including 
cassava as a staple food in their 
meals.  In rural and peri-urban 
areas, the poorer households 
are supplementing their diet with 
cassava.  This food is used in 
the preparation of “Rale” and 
“Xhima,” which are favorite 
dishes in parts of the country.  
   
With the harvesting of the winter 
common bean (June-
September), retail bean prices 

fell between 1.4 (Pemba, Cabo, Delgado Provinces) and 21.4 percent (Quelimane, 
Zambézia Provinces) in November 2001 compared with the previous month.  This bean 
is increasingly available in the markets serving larger households. This crop, which is 
rich in protein, is an excellent food to be consumed with cassava, which is rich in 
carbohydrates.   
 
 
FOOD SECURITY IN THE COUNTRY IS SATISFACTORY  
 
The projection of the monthly maize balance shows comfortable stocks (223,000 MT) for 
December’s projected human consumption (101,000 MT).  At the national level, other 
cereal stocks such as wheat (47,000 MT), rice (23,000 MT), cassava, sweet potato, and 
common beans are sufficient to meet national food requirements in the current month, 
according to the reports of the Ministry of Industry and Commerce/National Department 
of Commerce (MIC/DNC).  This source also indicates that 13,000 MT of rice, donated by 
Japan, is expected to arrive by January or February 2002.  Despite the reduction of 
maize stocks in the Central and Northern regions of the country, cross-border informal 
trade in maize with Malawi, Zambia, and Zimbabwe continues.  This month’s activity 
includes the sale of other foodstuffs such as ordinary beans and dry cassava.  
 
 
ASSISTANCE TO VULNERABLE POPULATION CONTINUES 
 
A total of 2,100 MT of food were distributed to 70,000 beneficiaries as part of flood 
rehabilitation.  In the current month, WFP had difficulties pre-positioning food in some 
parts of Maputo Province (Sabié Road), and in Zambézia (Chinde Road), as heavy rains 
made roads impassable. 
 
Following a request from the Government, WFP is revising its food assistance plan for 
120,000 people affected by malnutrition and diarrhea due to adverse climate conditions 
(floods or drought) during 2001.  WFP is already assisting approximately 221,600 people 
under the Food Fund.  

Figure 3: Retail Price (MZMT/Kg) of Maize White 
Flour in Maputo, Beira and Nampula Markets  
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Source: SIMA/DEA 


