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Deterioration in pastoral conditions in agropastoral and rainfed farming areas 
 

 There has been a sharp deterioration in pastoral conditions in the 
southern and southeastern part of the country (in Hodh el Gharbi 
and Hodh ech Chargui, Assaba, Brakna, Gorgol, and Guidimakha) 
due to the late start of the rainy season. 
 

 In spite of various assistance measures (such as free 
transportation services for farmers choosing to return to their 
farms, distribution of seeds and plows, etc.), the late start of the 
rains and limited access to farm credit could prevent farmers from 
attaining current forecasts, which put the size of the area under 
crops at 292,000 hectares and gross grain production at 265,000 
MT. 

 

 Trends in terms of trade for livestock/food are detrimental to 
households in agropastoral areas.  This is due to falling prices of 
animals, the recent hikes in staple food prices triggered by rising 
oil prices, and the strong demand engendered by the month-long 
observance of Ramadan. 
 
 

Updated food security outlook through December 2011 
 
Urban fringe areas of Nouakchott: With no new economic factors on 
the short-term horizon, the outlook for these areas as established in 
the July report should hold up with the easing of pressure on 
households in urban fringe areas. The free transportation services and 
distributions of free food aid provided by the government have 
prompted many families to return to the countryside. Normally, this 
should reduce the supply of labor and drive up daily wage rates. 
However, it is hard to measure the effects of this phenomenon, with 
the month-long observance of Ramadan known for sharply curtailing 
business activity. 
 
Agropastoral areas: Even with the slow-down in cross-border trade 
due to the uncertainty over the outcome of the current growing 
season, there is still good grain availability. On the other hand, there 
has been a sharp deterioration in pastoral conditions with the late 
start of the rainy season and the massive influx of animals from the 
northern part of the country (Tagant, Trarza, northern Brakna, and 
northern Gorgol). Local pastoralists in these areas who had been counting on adequate fodder availability until the next 
rainy season were invaded by pastoralists from the north, who degraded local pasturelands before continuing on with their 
seasonal migration. Local pastoralists in these ravaged areas are being forced to resort to the use of animal feed, whose 

Figure 1. Most likely food security outcomes for 
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Figure 2. Most likely food security outcomes for 

October through December 2011 
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price jumped from 4,200 UM to 7,500/8,000 UM between June and July. The price of a dairy cow plunged from 150,000 UM 
down to 100,000 UM over this same period. Conditions are so bad in certain areas (Assaba, Hodh el Gharbi and Hodh ech 
Chargui, central and northern Trarza, and Tagant) that the government started up an animal feed program at the beginning 
of the third dekad of July. 
 
Rainfed farming areas: Without good seasonal rainfall conditions for farming, the flow of cross-border trade in coarse grains 
with Mali has certainly slowed, though grain availability is still more than adequate and prices have been relatively stable 
since June. Distribution of seeds by the government has scaled back purchasing. However, the lack of farming activities is 
hurting poor households dependent on on-farm employment for most of their seasonal income. 
 
Senegal River Valley: Conditions in the western part of the valley are still satisfactory, where harvests of hot off-season rice 
crops are currently underway. Local households have adequate supplies of rice and income from on-farm employment (in 
the harvest) and sales of rice straw to pastoralists (at 20,000 UM/hectare of straw). 
 
Rainfall levels in the southern reaches of Maghama department in the eastern part of the valley allowed for the start-up of 
farming activities. Pastoral conditions in this area are still good in spite of the massive influx of transhumant animal herds. 
 
Only migrant remittances or remittances from workers in the service sector in the form of cash have been able to stabilize 
the precarious food security situation in the central reaches of the valley since last year. Most village-level food security 
reserves (SAVS) are depleted, with households basically reliant on market buying (or borrowing) for their food supplies. 
 
The poor progress of the growing season could cause conditions in the central and western reaches of the valley to 
deteriorate sharply over the next few months (September through December). These areas are basically dependent on 
irrigated rice-farming activities (between July and October) and the growing of walo (flood-recession) crops (between 
November and March). However, only 1,316.5 hectares of cropland were actually planted in crops between the third dekad 
of July and the first dekad of August, out of a projected figure of 18,426 hectares. Many farmers who had not fully repaid 
last year’s loans were not extended credit this year. The largest reported discrepancies between projected and actual 
planting rates were in the central reaches of the valley, where only 197 hectares of cropland in Gorgol were actually planted 
in crops, compared with the projected figure of 2,010 hectares (50 hectares in Kaedi department and 147 hectares in Foum 
Gleïta department). Likewise, only 51 hectares of cropland in Brakna were successfully planted in crops, compared with the 
projected figure of 2,474.45 hectares. This state of affairs, which has already substantially reduced the usual earnings by 
poor households from on-farm employment, will have even more serious consequences for household food access in the 
coming months. 
 
 

Markets and prices 
 
Markets are well-stocked with imports and coarse grains. On the whole, prices have been stable since June of this year. 
However, Adel Bagrou, a rainfed farming area, is reporting recent increases of two to eight percent in grain prices and of 
approximately 12 percent in the price of sheep. The Aoujeft market is reporting the largest increases, where sorghum prices 
are up by 22 percent. This trend is attributable to the late start of the growing season and fears of a mediocre harvest of 
rainfed grain crops. Food prices on other markets have shown very little movement, where prices for locally grown rice and 
wheat crops have actually dropped by two to three percent. This relative decline in prices could be attributable to ongoing 
harvests of hot off-season crops and distributions of free food aid (consisting mainly of wheat). 
 
In general, prices are still above last year’s levels and the average for the last two years. Prices for certain food crops are up 
by more than 50 percent, as in the case of wheat, whose price has jumped from 108 to 150 UM/kg in Nouakchott and from 
96 to 146 UM/kg in Magta-Lahjar. 
 
There has been little change in terms of trade since last month. Households selling livestock in rainfed farming areas and the 
Senegal River Valley are still reaping the benefits of favorable terms of trade for sheep/grain. In contrast, terms of trade in 
agropastoral areas are still detrimental to households selling livestock, which are not yet able to command good prices for 
their animals due to their physical condition. 
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Seasonal calendar and timeline of critical events 
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