
 

                    
            

   
 

   

 

   
    

   

 

            

        
      

 
 

 

  

 

    
  

            

       
     

      
  

 

         
          
        

        
  

 

         
 

 
 

     
 

          
        

        
           

       
          

         
         

 
 

      
             

         
      

         
         

      
    

         
        

   
        

             
    

 

 

 
 

        

     
   

 

  

 
   

MAURITANIA 
September 2011 

Food Security Outlook Update 

Improvement in pastoral conditions, but delays in the planting of rainfed crops 

The start-of-season did not get fully underway until the second 
Figure 1. Most likely food security outcomes for dekad of August. Approximately 81 percent of all gauging stations 
September 2011 are showing rainfall deficits compared with the historical average
 

for 1991-2010. 


An estimated 453,000 people are food-insecure, including 25,000
 
residents of urban fringe areas. This is just less than double the
 
estimate for January of this year (a seasonable increase) and still 

well below the estimates for 2010 and 2009, both of which were
 
relatively average years.
 

In general, global acute malnutrition rates for July were also
 
comparable to figures for last year.
 

Updated food security outlook through December 2011 

According to the survey conducted this past July by the World Food 
Program (WFP) in conjunction with the Food Security Commission 
(CSA), an estimated 453,000 people are food-insecure, including 
25,000 residents of urban fringe areas. This is just less than double the 
estimate for January of this year (a seasonal increase) and still well 
below the estimates for 2010 and 2009, both of which were relatively 
average years. Food insecurity levels in pastoral and urban fringe areas 
had come down since June, but were rising in rural areas dependent 
mainly on farming activities. 

A SMART nutritional survey of 7,771 children between 6 and 59 
months of age conducted by the Ministry of Health in July of this year 
with the assistance of UNICEF put the global acute malnutrition (GAM) 
rate at 10.9 percent, compared with last July’s rate of 12.5 percent. 
The severe acute malnutrition rate was one percent, up from 0.9 
percent last year (Figure 3). The worst-off areas were Guidimakha, 
Assaba, Hodh Echargui, Gorgol, and Brakna, with GAM rates 
approaching or topping the WHO emergency threshold of 15 percent. 
However, GAM rates in all parts of the country were in line with 
normal seasonal trends and comparable to or less than figures for last 
year. The outbreak of Rift Valley Fever in October-December may have 
contributed to the (negligible) rise in GAM rates in Adrar/Inchiri/Tiris 
since last year. Assaba, Brakna, Gorgol, and Nouakchott all showed sharp seasonal rises in GAM rates, compared with 
figures for January. Malnutrition levels should stay within their normal range between now and December. 

For more information on the IPC Acute Food Insecurity 

Reference Table, please see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 
Source: FEWS NET 

Figure 2. Most likely food security outcomes for 

October through December 2011 

Source: FEWS NET 

This report is an update of the July 2011 FEWS NET Food Security Outlook assessing food security conditions for the period from July through December 2011. The 
next Outlook report covering the period from October 2011 through March 2012 will be released in October. 

FEWS NET Mauritania FEWS NETWashington 
FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity. The authors’ views expressed in this 

Nouakchott 1717 H St NW 
publication do not necessarily reflect the view of the United States Agency 

Tel: 222 525 39 18 Washington DC 20006 
for International Development or the United States Government. 

hsy@fews.net info@fews.net 

www.fews.net/mauritania 

http://www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale
www.fews.net/mauritania
mailto:info@fews.net
mailto:hsy@fews.net
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Figure 3. Historical SMART UNICEF survey data for Mauritania 

Survey areas 
2009 

Survey areas 
2010 

July 2009 July 2010 January 2011 July 2011 

GAM % 95% CI GAM % 95% CI GAM % 95% CI GAM % 95% CI 

Southeast Hodh Chargui 12.5 8.8-17.5 11.4 8.4 – 15.3 10.6 - 14.8 11.4-18.9 

Hodh Gharbi 13.9 11.2– 17.1 4.4 - 12.4 9.2-16.5 

Center Assaba 19.2 14.6-25.1 9.9 7.1 – 13.6 4.0 - 15.3 12.4-18.6 

Brakna 18.4 14.0– 23.9 9.2 - 18 14.1-22.7 

Tagant 14.1 11.0– 18.0 9.4 - 9.5 7.2-12.3 

South Guidimakha 16.8 13.7-20.4 19.8 17.2– 22.7 4.0 - 15 12.2-18.4 

Gorgol 19.9 16.8 -23.5 6.6 - 15.7 12.7-19.3 

Nouakchott Nouakchott 7.9 5.4-11.3 9.6 7.2 – 12.7 2.0 - 4.8 3.4-6.7 

North Adrar, Inchiri, Tiris 7.3 4.7-11.2 4.5 2.9 – 7.0 7.5 - 8.6 6.7-10.9 

Nouadhibou 4.6 2.9 – 7.2 13.2 - 4 2.7-6.0 

Trarza Trarza 6.4 4.6-8.9 8.4 5.6 – 12.4 5.2 - 5.9 3.6-9.5 
Source: UNICEF 

Widespread planting activities for rainfed crops in agropastoral and rainfed farming areas did not get underway until the 
second dekad of August, except in southeastern Guidimakha. Any crops planted in the third dekad of July other than in 
depression and oasis areas wilted. As a result, the size of the area successfully planted in diéri [rainfed] crops is much smaller 
than last year and could even fall below the five-year average in many crop-growing areas, due to difficulties replanting lost 
crops and the planting of fewer short-cycle crops. 

Very few families still have any household food reserves, but markets are generally well-stocked with imports and coarse 
grain crops. There is a regular flow of trade, but the volume is smaller than usual for this time of year. In general, seasonal 
terms of trade for livestock/grain are in favor of households selling livestock, due to the tightening of supplies with the 
improvement in pastoral conditions and the high demand for live animals to break the month-long fasting period associated 
with the celebration of Ramadan. However, the only households benefiting from the current situation are better-off and 
middle-income pastoralist and livestock-oriented agropastoral households. 

Urban fringe areas of Nouakchott: An assistance program established by Qatar is currently underway and is targeting poor 
households in urban fringe areas of Nouakchott. 

Agropastoral areas: The improvement in pastoral conditions with the good rainfall activity in the last two dekads of August 
helped lower food insecurity levels for middle-income households. Pastoralists are no longer resorting to the use of animal 
feed and prices for livestock are up from August (by 20 percent for an average sheep and by 33 percent for dairy cattle). 
Members of poor households will not benefit from this improvement in conditions until after the end of September, once 
their animals reach their full milk production capacity and recently planted pulses and gourds are finally edible. 

However, even with this improvement in rainfall conditions, the continuing poor temporal distribution of rainfall makes an 
average harvest of rainfed crops by this group of households rather unlikely. Nevertheless, crop and animal production (milk 
and income) should begin to help move these households from IPC Phase 2 (stressed) back into Phase 1 (minimal acute food 
insecurity) by the first dekad of October. 

With the late start of the rains in rainfed farming areas completely dependent on diéri crops, planting activities did not 
really get underway until the second dekad of August, two dekads later than usual..Depression and oasis areas are the only 
places where small pockets of crops have survived drought conditions and large numbers of straying animals . With cutbacks 
in the size of areas planted in crops reducing the wage income earned by members of poor households from on-farm 
employment, households in these areas are expected to remain in IPC Phase 2 (stressed) through November, into the 
harvesting period for long-cycle crops. 

Senegal River Valley: Conditions are satisfactory in the western reaches of the Valley (in the southern reaches of Keur 
Macen, Rosso, and R’Kiz departments) where harvests of hot off-season rice crops are underway, as well as in the eastern 
part of the Valley (in Maghama department), where farming activities are progressing normally. 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 2 
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There has been no change in the food security situation (IPC Phase 2 – stressed) in the central reaches of the Valley (in 
Boghé, Bababé, and M’Bagne departments) since last year. Unlike the case last year, farming activities in small-scale village 
irrigation schemes are limited after the mediocre 2010 harvest prevented a number of village cooperatives from repaying 
their outstanding loans and, thus, from obtaining any new loans this year. This area did not see any increases in the size of 
areas planted in crops in the last two dekads of August. The current rapid rise in the level of the river points to good flooding 
levels for walo (flood-recession) crops, but the ideal 60-to-90-day submersion period for cropland in this area may be 
unattainable, particularly if the rains fail to continue beyond the end of October. 

Seasonal calendar and timeline of critical events 

Source: FEWS NET 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 3 


