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Seasonal deterioration in food access  
 
 The lean season is going as usual in all  parts of the country. 

Conditions in agropastoral  areas and the c entral reaches  of the 
Senegal River Valley between now and September are expected to  

be harsher than usual .  
 

 With Senegalese grain traders already beginning to unload their 

grain inventories, grain prices are falling in the central River Valley 
and terms of trade for sheep/sorghum are beginning to turn around, 

to the advantage of households selling sheep.  
 

 The steady drop in household income in urban fringe areas since 

March of this year continues, while food prices move steadily 
upward. The government-subsidized shops opened under the 

“Opération Solidarité” program are unable to keep pace with 
demand. 

 

 Updated region-wide weather forecasts, current as of the end of 

May, are boosting confidence in the likelihood (90 percent) of 
having an average to good season.   

 

Updated food security outlook through September 2011 
 
With the rains coming earlier than usual , food insecurity levels  in rural 
areas should start to fall . The expected good pastoral conditions in 

agropastoral areas could minimize any food insecurity in these areas  by 
July. The maturation of short-cycle crops between August and 
September should further improve conditions . The maturation of short-

cycle sorghum crops in rainfed farming areas  will  bolster livestock 
production. Only the central River Valley, which is basically dependent 
on irrigated rainy season crops  (scheduled to be harvested in October)  
and walo crops (whose next harvest is scheduled for February-March of 

next year), will  continue to face moderate levels of food insecurity. 
Current conditions in urban fringe areas could deteriorate without some 
sort of recovery program to boost formal or informal sector 
employment. 

 
Trends in terms of trade for sheep/grain are still  in favor of livestock-
selling households (≥ 100 kg of grain per sheep) thanks to the 

stabilization of coarse grain prices  (Figure 3). There has been little 
change in prices for imported rice, except in Boghé, in the Senegal River 
Valley, where prices are down by 13 percent from April . On the other  

Figure 1. Most likely food security outcomes, 

June 2011 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

For more information on the IPC Acute Food Insecurity 

Reference Table, please see: 
www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 

 

Figure 2. Most likely food security outcomes 

for July through September 2011 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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hand, the drop in sorghum prices (by two percent 
compared with figures for April) in Adel Bagrou, a rainfed 
farming area, was unable to offset trends in sheep prices, 
which explains the slight regression in terms of trade for 

sheep/sorghum. Terms of trade for sheep/wheat in 
agropastoral  areas of Magta-Lahjar have been steadily 
deteriorating since last September with the rise in the price of 
wheat, though the relative stability of wheat prices for the 

last two to three months has slowed this trend to some 
extent. The negative physiological effects of the steady 
deterioration in pastoral conditions in general and the 

condition of water resources in particular on local livestock 
will  prevent l ivestock-selling households from commanding a 
good price for their animals until  the beginning of the 
upcoming rainy season. 

 
In agropastoral areas, there is stil l good grain availability in 
both local markets and farming households with grain 

reserves (covering household needs through August-
September). As is generally the case at this time of year, the 
main sources of household income for the month of June are 
basically remittances from household members  working in 

the city or outside the country and small -scale local activities 
(the selling of straw, wood, charcoal, etc.)  
 
On the other hand, l ivestock-oriented agropastoral 

households are essentially beginning to suffer the effects of 
poor water availability. The hardest hit households are those 
in northeastern Brakna (in northern Magta Lahjar and Aleg 

departments), northern Assaba (in northern and western Kiffa 
and Guerrou), and southeastern and eastern Tagant (in the 
municipality of Soudoud in Moudjéria department and the 
municipalities of Boubabacar Ben Amar and Tenzig in Tidjikja 

department). Only in areas affected by poor water availability 
where pastoralists are preparing to migrate to seasonal 
grazing areas are terms of trade unfavorable to local 
households, due to the large supplies of livestock in these 

areas. 
 
Markets are well -stocked with all  types of grain and there is a 

normal flow of cross-border trade. The weekly markets in 
Modibougou and Voulaniya continue to serve as supply points for 
traders from Tintane, who are driving trade in this area. Unlike the 
situation in the eastern reaches of this area, where most Malian 

exports are earmarked for markets in Nouakchott, here, Malian 
exports are bought up by local grain traders provisioning urban 
markets and fanning out into rural areas according to the volume of 

demand. With the large supply of grain, seasonal prices are down to 
their lowest level in the last five years (Table 1).  
 
Current prices for livestock since the first dekad of May are the lowest they have been in the last three years at this same 

time of year (March-May). There are normally sharp hikes in livestock prices between March and July with the tightening of 
supplies as migratory animal herds begin migrating to seasonal grazing lands. This year’s seasonal rise in prices was 
negligible (only 6% from the post-harvest period in March-April, compared with 23% in 2010 and 28% in 2009) with most 

Figure 3. Terms of trade for small animals/staple grains 

on selected markets  

 

 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Translation notes:  
Chart 1: Sheep to imported rice in Boghé (kg of rice per sheep) 
Chart 2: Sheep to sorghum in Adel Bagrou (kg of sorghum per sheep) 

Chart 3: Sheep to wheat in Magta-Iahjar (kg of wheat per sheep) 
 

Table 1. Prices of rainfed red sorghum crops on 

markets in agropastoral areas in MRO/kg, as 

reported by the members of field missions  
Market May 2010 May 2011 

Modibougou or Amourj 

(proximate markets) 

120 100  

Kiffa 170 150 

Tidjika 240 200 

Source: FEWS NET 
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animal herds staying put. In spite of what have generally been adequate pastoral conditions for this time of year, livestock 
prices fell  sharply between April  and May (by 31% for cattle and 18% for camels, the main types of local livestock). The 
combination of poor grain availability and falling prices for livestock is undermining terms of trade for local households. 
 

Food insecurity levels in oasis areas have begun to fall  with the availability of dates and the start-up of different activities 
related to the date harvest, which are an important source of seasonal income for poor households . The price of wheat in 
Aoujeft in l ivelihood zone 2 (mixed pastoral and oases) is up seven percent from April . This rise in price for wheat – the 
main grain consumed by area households – primarily affects the poor, who are forced to purchase 85% of their food 

supplies.   
 
Food access is extremely problematic in the southern reaches of livelihood zone 1 (nomadic pastoralists) encompassing 

southeastern Tidjikja department, the northern and central reaches of Tamchakett department, and northern Aïoun El 
Atrouss department. All  markets, with the exception of Tamchakett, are reporting poor grain availability. Wheat, which is 
the most popular grain in this area, had been selling for 80 MRO/kg under Village-Level Food Security Reserve (SAVS) 
programs. Right now, it can be found only in the government-subsidized “Opération Solidarité” program shops located in 

municipal  capitals. Prices in the few private shops in Savenni where it is still  available range from 145 to 150 MRO/kg, while 
a kilogram of sugar is selling for 350 MRO, compared with 280 MRO in Aïoun and Kiffa, the main distribution markets in this 
area. The only supplies of sorghum are in the Gaat Teydoum area of southern Tamchakett department, populated mostly 

by farmers growing crops in bottomland areas.  
 
There has been a steady deterioration in food access for poor residents in the urban fringe areas of Nouakchott, who make 
up most of the local  population. This deterioration is  driven by falling household incomes (due to fewer employment 

opportunities) and constant hikes in staple food prices. Cuts in the number of hours of work per pay period or in 
corresponding wage rates are reducing the monthly incomes of households dependent on informal sector employment. For 
example, a porter who earned 5,400 MRO per day in March of last year earned only approximately 3,600 MRO this past 
March (roughly one third less). On the other hand, prices for imported staple foodstuffs have been rising. In fact, the price 

of a kilogram of wheat, the main grain consumed by poor households in these areas , has consistently been around 40 
percent higher than last year since this past November. The result was a sharp decline in terms of trade for  labor/imported 
grain between March 2010 and March of this year. Originally expected to supply 200 households per day with necessary 

provisions, the business hours (9:00 AM to 6:00 PM) and manpower resources of the government-subsidized shops opened 
under the “Opération Solidarité” program have limited their supply capacity to only approximately 50 households per day 
per point of sale (figuring 10 minutes per transaction). What is worse, since they do not extend credit, and being as their 
locations are not confined strictly to urban fringe areas, they are catering much more to middle-income households with 

disposable income than to the poor. The “Opération Solidarité” program is stil l  scheduled to end in June, which should not 
have any major impact on the food security of poor households . The closure of these government-subsidized shops will 
mean more business for retailers, who are unable to increase their inventories via importation.  
 

Seasonal calendar and timeline of critical events 
 

 
Source: FEWS NET 


