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MAURITANIA Food Security Outlook Update November 2010 
Food security levels bolstered by a record harvest 

 
• Agricultural and pastoral conditions remain satisfactory 

throughout the country. Markets are still well-supplied 
with imported food, despite the rising prices of imported 
food and fuel. 
 

• The FEWS NET-CILSS-Government joint crop assessment 
estimates a record gross cereal harvest of 242,710 MT, up 
42 percent from 2009-2010 and 33 per percent over the 
previous five years. 

 
• All wealth groups in all livelihood zones are expected to 

return to normal beginning in December. 
 
Updated food security outlook through October 
2010 
 
Harvests of short-cycle crops are still in progress. The rice 
harvest is already underway in rice-growing areas in the 
western reaches of the Senegal River Valley (Figure 3). Long-
cycle crops are in the height growth and heading stages, with a 
promising harvest outlook in the face of what continue to be 
satisfactory water balances. Farming conditions for crops in 
bottomland and dam areas are good and, despite the high price 
of seeds, over 52,000 hectares of land have been planted in 
crops, 50 percent more than the previous record of 33,000 
hectares set back to 1999. Planting activities for walo crops 
have already begun. However, these lands are drying out 
unduly quickly after a submersion period of less than forty days, 
compared with the ideal, which is at least sixty days,  
 
Trends in food security levels are still in line with predictions in 
the October outlook report. 
 
Despite environmental conditions conducive to locust breeding 
activities and the presence of winged adult locusts in the 
central and northern reaches of the country, the desert locust 
situation is considered to be under control by the National 
Center for Locust Control (CNLA). On the other hand, flood 
recession crops in the southeast (in bottomland areas of the 
rainfed farming zone), the central reaches of the country (in 
bottomland and dam areas of the agropastoral zone), and walo 
areas (in the Senegal River Valley) are under attack by grasshoppers, and many farmers are living in fear of an infestation of 
pink stalk borers (Sesamia Calamistis). Moreover, fields of crops in the heading stage in practically all parts of the country 
are being invaded by swarms of birds despite control efforts by farmers (to destroy their nests) and specialized government 

Figure 1. Food security map for November/December 
2010 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Figure 2. Projected food security map for January 
through March 2011 

 
For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity Scale, 
please see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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agencies. In spite of all these problems, the country is still expecting a record harvest (Figure 4). 
 
Good green biomass production will delay cross-border 
seasonal migration by transhumant animals (until in or 
around June instead of in March-April). The planting of 
crops has slowed internal herd movements, without 
hurting livestock still enjoying good pastoral conditions 
(pasturelands and surface watering holes) in all parts of 
the country. However, there is a high risk of brush fires, 
and there are still not enough firebreaks in place to 
meet needs. The destruction of large tracts of 
pastureland could change the situation in pastoral 
areas, triggering abnormal herd movements. Such 
movements would have negative consequences for 
long-cycle rainfed crops (in the heading stage) and 
bottomland crops (in the sprouting stage), which are 
generally left unprotected.  
 
The strong demand for labor with the expansion in the 
size of cropping areas has boosted earnings by poor 
households from on-farm employment in all farming-
oriented livelihood zones compared with income 
figures for last year (by 25% in the Senegal River Valley 
and by 300% in southern transhumant pastoral areas 
for example). This should give them better access to 
commercially marketed foodstuffs compared with last 
year.  
 
The international market price of wheat, the main 
substitute grain for sorghum, has been rising sharply 
since July, affecting market prices in Mauritania since 
August. The resulting deterioration in household food 
access has been further heightened by the slow-down 
in rice imports from Senegal. Rice and wheat are 
dietary staples for poor households in the Senegal River 
Valley (Boghé), southern transhumant pastoral areas 
(Mederdra), and northern agropastoral areas (Magta-Lahjar). In the case of the River Valley, this problem has been 
mitigated to some extent by shipments to border markets of rainfed coarse grain crops (millet and short-cycle sorghum) 
from the 2009 harvest released by local Senegalese grain traders looking to refresh their inventories. Prices for (short and 
long-cycle) rainfed sorghum crops have been trending downwards since the third dekad of October on markets in Kaédi, 
Boghé, and Rosso. However, prices for flood-recession sorghum crops in Boghé, Rosso, and Kaédi nearly doubled this past 
October due to the heavy demand for seeds. In contrast, in spite of an adequate harvest of short-cycle crops, markets in 
rainfed farming areas are still stocked with coarse grain crops from last year’s harvest and prices have still not come down. 
For the time being, local households are content to bring in their crops and wait and see how prices move before selling. 
Thus, poor households already taking advantage of the availability of milk, leaves, and green crops (cowpeas, grains, 
watermelons, and squash) are seeing an improvement in their food access.  
 
Terms of trade for livestock/food in most livelihood zones are favorable from the standpoint of local households (Figure 5). 
Traders, who accounted for most of the buyers on assembly markets, finished stocking up in October and are now doing 
business on retail markets. Since the third dekad of October, market demand for small animals has been flagging in the 
Senegal River Valley and holding steady in rainfed farming areas and in southern and central agropastoral areas. These 
trends are reflected in the prices of small animals, which are still high. The slump in sales on mass consumption markets (in 
Senegal, Nouakchott, and regional capitals) is expected to continue. Right now, only in northwestern agropastoral areas 

Figure 3. Livelihood zone map of Mauritania  

 
Source: FEWS NET Mauritania 
 
Figure 4. Comparison of grain production figures 

Crop 
2010/11 
forecast (MT) 

Percentage difference 

2009/10 

2005/06-
2009/10 
average 

Sorghum 101,711 9 23 
Millet 7,559 -6 78 
Corn 19,608 66 29 
Wheat 3,539 2 32 
Rice 110,292 106 41 
Total 242,710 42 33 

Source: Joint FEWS NET-CILSS-GVT assessment 
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where markets in local capitals (Magta Lahjar) are not provisioned by traders from the east and Nouakchott is the price of 
an average sheep still climbing (> 15% but < 30% compared with September and October).  
 
 
Figure 5. Trends in terms of trade for livestock/grain  

  
Source: FEWS NET 

 
 
Seasonal calendar and critical events  

 
Source: FEWS NET 

 
 


