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MAURITANIA Food Security Update	  November 2007 

	 Food security has improved considerably in rainfed and irrigated 
crop zones, where harvesting of early cereals (millet and 
sorghum) and rice has enhanced the effects of aid programs
 
(Figure 1). Overall, however, conditions are worse than usual,
 
because cultivated areas were negatively affected by the rains
 
and runoff in the wilayats of Gorgol, Assaba, Hodh El Chargui and
 
Hodh El Gharbi. Elsewhere, long‐cycle sorghum crops are doing
 
well and farmers are hoping for good yields if crop damage from
 
birds is alleviated.
 

	 Not all flood‐recession cropland (for flood‐recession and lowland 
crops) could be planted this season due to difficult access to 
seeds and a lack of labor. Nonetheless, areas that were planted 
are growing well despite heavy pressure by pests on emergent 
sorghum and cowpeas. Farmers are more confident than in 2006 
and are expecting close to average production if their crops are 
not attacked by Durra stem borers and birds. 

	 Grazing conditions remain satisfactory overall, even though 
surface water availability has been reduced by the rains’ slow 
start. Pressure from animals in pasture‐short areas in the north 
(zone 2) and west (zone 4 and western part of zone 5) is 
beginning to stress some grazing areas. In addition to these areas 
(shown in red in Figure 1), the central part of the valley and 
southeastern Hodh El Chargui should be closely followed. 

Figure 1. Estimate of current food security, 
fourth quarter 2007 (Oct. to Dec.) 

Source: FEWS NET 
Figure 2. Food economy zones in Mauritania. 

Source: FEWS NET 

Current Food Security 

Prices for cereals and other staple foodstuffs began to climb again 
this month, and imports from Mali—especially maize, which is usually 
a less expensive commodity—have slowed. A kilogram of maize from 
Mali is selling for 120 UM, the price of rice is fluctuating between 160 
and 180 UM, and the price of wheat exceeds 130 UM. Exports from 
Senegal continue to be low and consist mainly of re‐exported Asian 
rice, despite the fact that rice is being harvested locally in the Podor 
and Matam departments. The situation is unlikely to change in the 
coming months because Senegalese farmers usually refuse to sell 
their traditional cereals before seeing how the groundnut purchasing season will go, and that has not yet begun. 

Growing and Plant Health Conditions 

In Hodh El Chargui, Hodh El Gharbi, Assaba, Guidimakha, and eastern Gorgol, growers have harvested early varieties of 
millet and sorghum and have great hopes for the late varieties, which are generally developing well. Despite difficulties in 
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accessing seed and a small farm‐labor force, the amount of land sowed in flood‐recession crops (flood‐recession and 
lowland) increased during October. The failure of rainfed crops in midland and upland areas and new security measures 
taken by local governments (e.g., heavy penalties for herders pasturing in croplands and heavy fines in case of damage) 
have encouraged farmers to become heavily involved in flood‐recession crops. 

The locust situation is still calm in all the wilayat. Joint bird‐control efforts by Mauritania and Senegal have begun. 

Grazing Conditions 

Trarza (zone 4), central and northern Brakna (western part of zone 5), and southern Guidimakha (zone 6) — all important 
livestock areas—are seeing significant shortages of pasture compared to the 1998‐2006 average. This is particularly 
worrisome because it is affecting the zones (except Guidimakha) where milk pasteurization plants have been located. The 
decrease in milk production will translate into a decrease in income for milk‐producing households. This income, in most 
cases, is the only way household are able to purchase food and is the main means of purchasing livestock feed during the 
grazing lean period (from April to July). Seasonal migration of the herds toward the southeast and Senegal has already 
begun. In the north and west of the mixed farming and herding zone (zone 5), the gradual disappearance of surface water 
has hastened the movement of cattle toward the south and the areas reclaimed by camel‐drivers from the north have 
quickly deteriorated. In the remainder of the mixed farming and herding zone and in the rainfed crops zone, grazing 
conditions remain satisfactory, although in some places (southern Guidimakha, southeastern Hodh El Chargui) they are not 
as good as usual. No livestock diseases have been reported. 

Market Conditions 

Generally speaking, markets are well supplied with staple foodstuffs, but prices have again skyrocketed since November 10, 
when the government announced another increase in fuel prices, this time an additional 20 UM per liter. 

The price of a kilogram of rainfed sorghum, which typically would have decreased with the harvest, rose by 12 percent over 
July, when it was fluctuating between 140 and 150 UM. At the same time, the price of a kilogram of flood‐recession 
sorghum made an unprecedented upward leap to more than 850 UM throughout the country. 

The price for a 50‐kg sack of wheat had also begun to rise, increasing from 5,500 UM to 7,500 UM (8000 UM if paid for by a 
loan secured by products from the upcoming harvest). The current drop in the price of a sack of wheat, from 5,500 UM to 
5,000 UM, is only a temporary phenomenon associated with the free distribution underway for people affected by the 
floods or judged by the Food Security Commission and the World Food Programme to be severely food insecure. 

The cost of a 50‐kg sack of Asian rice imported from Senegal climbed from 6.800 UM to 9,000 UM, depending on the 
distance between the purchase location and the valley. The harvest of local rice, expected at the end of the month, may 
temporarily moderate prices, but demand is too high for such decreases to last. These increases are more closely related to 
the latest depreciation of the local currency in relation to the CFA franc. The local currency has fallen by 8 percent since 
October. 

The situation is better for pastoralist households, even though animal prices have fallen again by 19 to 30 percent since 
mid‐October, depending on the zone. The largest drop was seen in Aftout, the Magta Lahjar department and the M’Bout 
department. The early arrival of the seasonally migratory herds partially explains this situation, since the seasonal herders 
are forced to sell so they can buy staple foodstuffs and pay for occasional workers to help with the herding (e.g., shepherds, 
well‐diggers). 

The observed livestock price increases are limited mainly to administrative centers (Boghé, Kaedi and Rosso), where brokers 
impose significantly higher prices (sometimes more than 40 percent higher) on the end purchaser. For example, a sheep 
bought from the herder at 11,500 UM is resold on the Boghé market at 14,000 UM. However, it is in the migratory herding 
zone, where grazing conditions are mediocre, that the decreases in small ruminant prices are the smallest (8 percent). 
because migratory herders are selling mostly cattle (especially calves) because they are worth more. In all zones, the terms 
of trade are deteriorating to the detriment of selling households (see Figures 3A and 3B). 
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Figure 3a. Changes in the terms of trade in the mixed 
farming and herding zone 

Figure 3b. Changes in the terms of trade in the seasonally 
migratory grazing zone 

Source: FEWS NET Mauritania 

Conclusion 

There has been a noticeable improvement in food security in all rainfed cereal production zones, but due to the low 
productivity of some areas, this may be of short duration, especially since many of the Village Food Safety Reserves are 
exhausted. The fact that staple food prices are rising while animal prices fall will continue to undermine the strategies of 
poor and moderate‐income households in the mixed farming and herding zone and in the migratory herding zone. For 
those in the rainfed crop zone and the river valley, improvement in food access conditions will be determined by how long‐
cycle and flood‐recession crops develop. Consumption of these crops generally begins in January. 


