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Summary and implications 
The good spatial-temporal distribution of rainfall allowed farmers to stick closely 
to the rainfed crop calendar in all areas served by seed distribution programs 
mounted by the FAO, OXFAM and the French Cooperation Agency.  Elsewhere, 
adherence to the crop calendar depended on each individual farmer’s ability to 
gain access to seeds, with certain households customarily growing early crops 
changing over to late crops due to the lack of timely supplies of seeds. Farmers 
growing flood-recession crops, who have not yet received any seed aid could be 
facing this same situation.   

Farming conditions in crop-growing and pastoral areas around 
the country, with the exception of southeastern Hodh El 
Chargui, southern Assaba and Guidimakha (the central and 
eastern parts of livelihood zones 5 et 6), have been adequate.  
The irregularity and inadequacy of rainfall in these major 
farming areas for “dieri” or rainfed highland crops during the 
heading stage of the growth cycle dried up early-planted crops. 
The only diéri crops reaching maturity without any problem 
were those planted in low-lying areas. Late crops and early-
planted lowland crops are developing normally.  Yields in areas 
served by seed programs, though seriously affected by 
intervening dry spells, were still clearly better than in other 
parts of the country. 
 
Continuing seed access problems could handicap farmers in 
lowland farming areas.  There are virtually no “walo” or flood 
recession crops in Trarza or Brakna.  Certain parts of the Fori 
Plain area of Gorgol (between Kaédi and Lexeiba) flooded by 
the Gorgol River could be suitable for growing walo crops, but 
area farmers, haunted by fears of infestations of pink stalk 
borers (a nocturnal crop pest), which have been destroying 
their crops for the past six years, are reluctant to farm these 
lands. The only real planting activity underway is in the Maghama Improved Flood Recession Farming Project area where 
the floodwaters of the Gorfa are regulated.  The volume of irrigated crops currently in the milk grain and early maturation 
stages of development is visibly down from last year and farmers, who had problems gaining access to adequate supplies of 
fertilizer, are now facing a massive invasion by grain-eating birds.  Warthogs have caused particularly heavy damage to rice 
fields in Trarza.  Against this backdrop, the agricultural statistics service has just released preliminary crop production 
estimates pointing to a record 203,008 MT harvest.   

Figure 1. Livelihood zones 

Seasonal calendar 
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The locust situation is still quiet, but heavy pressure from grain-eating birds on early sorghum and millet crops has sharply 
reduced yields in certain locations.  The pockets of drought in central Hodh El Chargui (involving southern Oualata and 
northern Nema) and northern Hodh El Gharbi (Tamchakett Department) should not affect herding activities, with migratory 
animal herds keeping to their customary routes.  Elsewhere in the country, pasturelands are covered with thick vegetation 
and there is an abundance of surface water resources, with no reports of any epizootic diseases.  However, the carrying 
capacity of these grazing lands could be weakened by a proliferation of brush fires. 
 
Food insecurity levels are coming down in all parts of the country in the wake of early harvests of diéri crops.  However, this 
improvement in food security conditions will be short-lived for residents of poor adwaba settlements throughout Hodh El 
Chargui, Aftout and Tagant with the low yields from their diéri crops, which are their only source of food production, and their 
accrued debts dating back several years secured by liens on future harvests.  Farmers in the Senegal River Valley will be 
deeply affected by the lack of walo crops, which generally supply more than 60 percent of the grain consumed by local 
households, and the sharp reduction in irrigated crop production. 
 
Even with recent dips in the price of rice, bread and meat, residents of urban fringe areas are still plagued by food access 
problems.  Despite continued reports of small numbers of new cases of cholera in poor districts of Nouakchott and 
throughout the southern part of the country, the epidemic is finally being brought under control. 

Current hazard summary 
 The improvement in food access in the southern and eastern parts of the country (zones 5 and 6) could be short-

lived with the poor end-of-season conditions in these areas and the limited volume of grain imports from Mali.   
 In pastoral areas, the need to pay off outstanding debts to suppliers of wheat and animal feed dating back to 2003 

has prompted pastoralists to step up animal sales.  The increasingly large supplies of animals on livestock markets 
have slowed the rise in prices for live animals and weakened the purchasing power of these pastoralists.   

 Despite high water levels, the size of lowland and dam areas planted in flood-recession crops will be limited by seed 
access problems. 

 Farmers in Brakna and Trarza will be hard hit by shortfalls in walo crop production, while fears of infestations of pink 
stalk borers in Gorgol have driven farmers to cut back the size of flooded areas of Fori and Maghama planted in 
crops.   

 The 2,200 households displaced by flooding in Trarza are back home. 

Food security conditions 
Harvests of early diéri crops have picked up where the PRRO left off in zones 5, 6 and 7, but these food supplies will not 
last very long, despite optimistic production forecasts.   

Table 1. Grain production forecasts for the 2005-06 growing season 
Types of farming 

systems Sorghum Millet Maize Rice Total
Dieri 62690 5053 1538 0 69281
Lowland 14595 0 5625 0 20220
Walo 4010 0 2530 0 6540
Controlled 
flooding 6000 0 4000 0 10000
Cold-season 
irrigated crops  20 0 0 75547 75567
Cold off-season 
crops 700 0 700 0 1400
Hot off-season 
crops 0 0 0 20000 20000
Total 88015 5053 14393 95547 203008

Source: DPCSE/MDRE (Ministry of Rural Development and Environment/Policy, Cooperation and Monitoring-Evaluation Department), 2005 

This record harvest forecast, making 2005-06 the best crop year since 1985, raises a number of questions: 
1. Page 11 of the November 2005 harvest assessment report for Mauritania reads as follows:  “In farming areas, the 
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inadequacy and irregularity of rainfall in Hodh El Chargui and Hodh El Gharbi, Guidimakha, Assaba and northern 
Tagant caused rainfed crops to fail, significantly reducing the size of the area under crops.”  As it happens, it is 
these very areas, namely Hodh El Chargui, Hodh El Gharbi, Assaba and Guidimakha, which account for most of the 
country’s diéri crop production.  It is highly unlikely that this production shortfall can be offset by surplus diéri crop 
production in Brakna and Gorgol, where seed distribution programs were not on the same scale as in Hodh El 
Chargui, Hodh El Gharbi, Assaba and Guidimakha. 

2. While the estimated size of lowland farming areas is realistic, seed access problems could reduce the size of the 
area actually under crops.  Flood recession farming activities have been in progress since the beginning of the 
month but, as yet, no seed aid programs have been started up and prices for flood-recession sorghum crops are still 
soaring (at 1,000 to 1,200 UM/moud).   

3. In our opinion, the size of the area under walo crops is overstated, since only certain parts of the Fori Plain have 
actually been flooded. The so-called walo crops grown in Maghama in areas equipped with flood storage works 
constructed with Chinese cooperation funding are farmed under controlled flooding systems rather than as real walo 
crops.   

4. The size of the area planted in cold-season irrigated crops is accurate, but it is highly unlikely that targeted yields (> 
or = 4.5 MT/ha) will be achieved in the wake of seed and fertilizer access problems, the delay in the start-up of the 
growing season due to problems with harvests of hot off-season crops, the isolation of major crop production areas 
in Trarza, and the damage caused by grain-eating birds and warthogs.   

Food security and livelihoods 
Even if current forecasts hold true, a “good crop year” after several years of production shortfalls and mounting farmer debts 
cannot just wipe out a crisis as widespread as that of 2004.  Thus, we need to stay alert. 

Table2. Region-wide output and deficits for 2005-06 

REGION POPULATION OUTPUT GRAIN NEEDS SURPLUS/DEFICIT % MONTHS 
COVERED 

HODH EL CHARGUI 329,348 23,298 57,965 -34,667 40 5 

HODH EL GHARBI 248,129 6,023 43,671 -37,648 14 2 

ASSABA 283,343 9,105 49,868 -40,763 18 2 

GORGOL 283,865 30,450 49,960 -19,510 61 7 

BRAKNA 288,888 14,905 50,844 -35,939 29 4 

TRARZA 313,699 45,200 55,211 -10,011 82 10 

ADRAR 81,333 40 14,315 -14,275 0 0 

TAGANT 89,612 2,593 15,772 -13,179 16 2 

GUIDIMAKHA 207,839 17,056 36,580 -19,524 47 6 

TOTAL 212,6056 148,670 374,186 -225,516 40 5 
Source: FEWS NET Mauritania 

The small percentage of needs met by local production in Hodh El Chargui, Hodh El Gharbi, Assaba, Tagant and Brakna 
has prompted us to focus surveillance activities on these crop-producing areas, with their large farm population classified as 
highly and extremely food-insecure this past year.  Fortunately, the extension of the PRRO mounted by the WFP and, in 
particular, its SAVS (village-level food security reserves) and FFW (food for work) components should strengthen grain 
availability in Brakna, Gorgol and Hodh El Gharbi.  Poor adwaba settlements in southern and central Hodh El Chargui will 
require close surveillance, particularly with Doctors Without Borders/Belgium, which had mounted a food aid program for 
children in food-insecure households in these settlements, about to end its operations in the wake of what it considered to 
be a sizeable drop in levels of severe acute malnutrition.   

The good coverage rate for grain needs in Gorgol is basically a byproduct of the overestimation of output from walo crops, 
which are grown by only a small number of residents of Aftout, which is the main pocket of food insecurity in that region.  As 
for Trarza, which is no longer a walo and diéri farming area, most local rice production comes from private industry (which 
holds 7,930 of the region’s 10,750 hectares of rice fields) and is commercially marketed.  The share of communally farmed 
lands, most of whose output goes for on-farm consumption, is extremely small (2,820.4 hectares). 
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Thus, we need to be wary of an unwarranted sense of euphoria and, in addition to ongoing surveillance operations 
in structurally deficit areas (Tagant and Adrar), step up surveillance throughout zone 6, in the southeastern part of 
zone 5 and in the central and western portions of zone 7. 
 
There is a clear need for this type of surveillance, particularly with prices for small stock animals steadily falling and supplies 
of sorghum and cowpeas still tight.  The supply of millet has improved and there is already talk of a sharp downturn in prices 
in Maghama Department in Gorgol and the southeastern reaches of Kankossa Department in Assaba. However, given the 
poor performance of this crop (5,053 MT of gross production), this improvement will have only a very limited impact on the 
national market and on markets in neighboring deficit areas.   
 
Poor households in urban fringe areas are still extremely food-insecure.  The raging cholera epidemic in these areas is 
almost under control.  Residents of Trarza displaced by flooding are back home and assistance programs have been 
suspended.   

Recommendations 
Strengthen the agricultural statistical data collection and evaluation system for stage 2. 
Help farmers growing flood recession crops (in lowland and dam areas and walo crops along the banks of the 
river) and vegetable crops gain access to seeds in time for the planting season. 
Raise additional funding to help needy residents of areas already serviced by the PRRO, as well as of areas 
still bypassed by this operation. 
Ensure the strict enforcement of government-mandated price cuts and improve the geographic coverage of 
SAVS (village-level food security reserve) programs and their operating procedures. 
Help develop the informal sector, which is the main source of employment for most poor households in urban 
slum areas bypassed by all existing aid programs, as prices for staple foodstuffs and social services continue to 
climb.   
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[could not make changes to graphics] 
TRANSLATION OF TEXT IN GRAPHICS 

Seasonal calendar (pg 1): 

FLUCTUATION IN THE CROP CALENDAR FOR “DIERI” CROPS 

NORMAL YEAR Land preparation  Planting   Replanting and plowing   Harvesting 
2004-05   Land preparation  Planting              Replanting and plowing  Harvesting 
2005-06   Land preparation  Planting          Replanting and plowing                Harvesting 

 End of May June   July   Aug                Sept       Oct           Nov       End of Nov       

Map of Livelihood Zones (pg 1):  

Nomadic pastoral area 
Oasis and pastoral area with farming of wadi beds 
Coastal area – small-scale fishing 
Transhumant pastoral area 
Agropastoral area 
Rainfed farming area 
Senegal River Valley 


