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SUMMARY AND IMPLICATIONS 
The first dekad of September was quite rainy in the transhumant pastoral area of Trarza (zone 4) 
and the western reaches of the agropastoral zone (zone 5) and Senegal River Valley (7), which 
caused flooding and left some 2,200 households in Trarza homeless.  However, conditions are 
relatively dry throughout the entire rainfed farming zone stretching from Guidimakha to Hodh 
El Chargui (zone 6).  Soil water satisfaction indexes are still relatively good in most rainfed 
farming areas, with the exception of Guidimakha and Assaba.  Early millet and sorghum crops 
are in the heading and seed formation stage, while irrigated crops are in the transplanting stage.   

The size of the area planted in crops has increased from last year in all areas serviced by seed distribution programs mounted by the 
FAO, OXFAM and the French Cooperation Agency, but there are still large areas lying fallow due to shortages of seeds and labor.  
Water levels in all lowland and dam areas are sufficient to ensure that flood recession crops develop normally but, as in the case of 
diéri or rainfed highland crops, local farmers are having problems procuring necessary seeds.  Floodwaters from the river are 
beginning to reach walo or flood recession crops planted along the banks of the Senegal River, but farmers are still skeptical, 
concerned that the required submersion period (at least 8 dekads) cannot be achieved before the floodwaters recede (in October - 
November).  The locust situation is quiet, but there is extremely heavy pressure from grain-eating birds, and this year’s hatchings 
could coincide with the maturation of current crops.  Conditions are good in all livestock-raising areas, with grazing lands covered 
with thick vegetative growth, plentiful surface water supplies and no reports of any epizootic diseases.  Food insecurity levels are 
falling in all parts of the country, but residents of adwaba settlements in Hodh El Chargui, Aftout and Tagant, farmers in the 
Senegal River Valley and residents of peri-urban areas are still experiencing food access problems.  The SAVS (village-level food 
security reserve programs) in most of these areas are reporting operating problems as their beginning inventories are depleted and 
local communities are unable to replenish their food stores.  The government-mandated cut in prices for staple foodstuffs is 
improving household purchasing power.  The cholera epidemic is still spreading in slum areas of Nouakchott and in the southern 
part of the country.   

CURRENT HAZARD SUMMARY                          LIVELIHOOD ZONES 
Rainfall conditions over the past three dekads have
considerably improved grazing conditions in the
transhumant pastoral zone (zone 4).  However, food access 
is slow to improve due to fallout from the large debts 
incurred by area pastoralists, many of whom were forced 
to borrow large sums of money or large amounts of animal 
feed over between April and June of this year.  These 
debts need to be paid back.  All household survival
strategies are focused on resolving this problem.  The 
solution is essential to the household’s solvency and future 
borrowing capacity.  This explains the drive to increase 
sales of milk and small stock animals in this area and the 
subsequent drop in prices for these products.   

Sporadic rainfall over the past two dekads in rainfed 
farming areas (zone 6) and the eastern reaches of the 
country’s agropastoral zone (zone 5) is beginning to affect 
rainfed crops, which are the sole source (in zone 6) or 
main source (in zone 5) of household grain production.  
The loss of these crops will only serve to prolong the lean 
period.   
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Despite high water levels in lowland and dam areas, farming activities in these areas will be curtailed by the inability of local 
farmers to procure necessary seeds for planting flood recession crops.  The low flood level of the Senegal River is a major handicap 
for residents of zone 7 and the southwestern reaches of zone 5, whose main source of crop production are walo or flood recession 
crops, planted along the riverbanks.  Farmers in Aftout and the southeastern part of the country (in the eastern reaches of zones 5 
and 6) and fishing communities in the Senegal River Valley (zone 7) are still experiencing serious food access problems. 
Most of the SAVS (village-level food security reserves) in these areas are already depleted, and there is so much poverty that, even 
with the price cuts mandated by the new government, local residents still do not have regular access to grain crops available on area 
markets.  The 2,200 households forced from their homes by flooding in Trarza have already received emergency aid but will need 
ongoing relief programs until able to return to their homes, once the floodwaters recede (in November – December at the earliest).   

FOOD SECURITY CONDITIONS 
The consumption of early crops (green sorghum, millet, melons, okra, bean pods and leaves) and good milk availability have 
heightened the positive effects of the PRRO in zones 5 and 7.  Though more widespread in these areas, the effects of PRRO 
activities in the eastern reaches of zones 5 and 6 are less perceptible due to the malfunctioning of local emergency programs.  
Unfortunately, without a change in current climatic trends in these areas, the duration of the aforementioned food sources could be 
short-lived (see Figure 1).  The sharp deterioration in vegetation indexes compared with September of last year and the long-term 
average (in the southern and southeastern part of the country) does not necessarily translate into a drought since, for the past few 
years, the peak rains have come between the third dekad of August and the second dekad of September.  Moreover, 2004 was a 
particularly wet year in Guidimakha, Assaba, Hodh El Chargui and Hodh El Gharbi.  A rainfall deficit for one ten-day period does 
not automatically produce a season-long cumulative rainfall deficit.  In fact, cumulative rainfall totals at all rainfall gauging stations 
in crop-producing areas except for Sélibaby (which is at -65 mm) are running above the historical average for 1971-1999.   

Figure 1: Condition of vegetation based on the NDVI for the first dekad of September 2005  

A) September 1–10, 2005  B) Compared with the long-term 
average for September 1-10 

C) Compared with September 1-10, 
2004 

Graphic by FEWS NET Mauritania 
Source of data: NASA, USGS 

Hold-ups in implementing the PRRO due to the rains have diminished the operation’s effect on needy households, both in Tagant 
and in Aftout (in Gorgol).  Delays in the implementation of assistance programs in the southeastern part of the country (in adwaba 
settlements stretching from Djiguenni to Bassikounou) and Trarza (zone 4 and the western reaches of zone 7) are forcing area 
households to continue to rely mainly on a market system seriously destabilized by transportation problems.   

In the wake of a decision by the new government, prices for all staple foodstuffs have been cut by 10 to 30 percent.  However, it is 
hard to tell whether this price restraint imposed on traders on urban markets and which has already begun to take effect in rural 



Mauritania: MONTHLY FOOD SECURITY UPDATE September 2005 
 

Page 3  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

areas can last.  Poor households in peri-urban areas are extremely food-insecure.  The number of reported cases of cholera is rising 
in low-income districts of Nouakchott.  Between May and August 26, the health authorities recorded 1,305 cases of cholera 
nationwide (including 1,231 cases in Nouakchott alone), which claimed 25 lives (21 in Nouakchott).  The hardest hit area is the El 
Mina district slum area in Nouakchott, which is home to most of the city’s poor. 

FOOD SECURITY AND LIVELIHOODS 
Living conditions have vastly improved in pastoral (zone 4) and agropastoral (zone 5) areas of the country.  The good rainfall 
during the second dekad of September should help crop development and improve food access for farmers growing rainfed crops 
(zone 6) as well as for farmers in the Senegal River Valley, where poor households have begun to gather wild fonio and leaves with 
fewer and fewer offers of farm work coming their way.  Falling prices for small livestock animals should not affect the purchasing 
power of pastoralists and agropastoralists if government-mandated price cuts are effectively enforced.  Household food security 
conditions in areas with operational SAVS (village-level food security reserve programs) are slowly normalizing (Figure 2). 

Terms of trade for sheep/grain have 
improved from the standpoint of 
pastoralists selling livestock in all 
parts of the country with the
exception of Aéré M’Bar, where price 
ratios for sheep/rice are unchanged, 
with area SAVS or village-level food 
security reserves consisting of rice 
furnished by the Spanish program 
sold at 4,000 and 4,200 UM per 50 kg 
sack.   

Coarse grain and cowpea supplies are 
still tight and the new price policy 
does not appear to have had any effect 
on the prices of these foodstuffs, 
which are up by another 16 to 25% 
from August.  This could be attributed 
to the limitations of different seed aid 
programs and the continuing large 
unmet demand for seeds, particularly 
for flood recession sorghum crops, 
which have not yet been distributed.  
With the river slow to reach flood stage, many farmers in zone 7 are thinking about growing hot off-season crops.  It remains to be 
seen whether the Farm Loan Bank will support this impulse, with so many village cooperatives refused credit in the face of their 
existing debts.   

Figure 2: Trends in terms of trade for sheep/grain, May - September of 2005 

0

50

100

150

200

250

M'BIDENE(1) GORGOL TABILANKA (2) GORGOL EL VOR (1) BRAKNA AIRE M'BAR(2) BRAKNA

K
G

 c
er

ea
l p

er
 a

ve
ra

ge
 s

he
ep

RICE 5/05
RICE 7/05
RICE 8/05
RICE 9/05
WHEAT 5/05
WHEAT 7/05
WHEAT 8/05
WHEAT 9/05

Source: FEWS NET Mauritania 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. Help farmers growing flood recession crops (in lowland and dam areas and walo crops along the banks of the Senegal 

River) procure seeds in time for the planting season for these crops, which is extremely short.   
2. Take appropriate measures (such as the provision of seeds and gardening tools) to help ensure a good cool vegetable-

growing season. 
3. Raise additional funding to help needy residents of areas already serviced by the PRRO, as well as of areas not yet 

covered this operation. 
4. Ensure the strict enforcement of government-mandated price cuts and improve the geographic coverage of SAVS 

(village-level food security reserve programs) and corresponding operating mechanisms. 
5. Establish a regular cholera monitoring and control and nutritional survey system to measure the impact of ongoing 

relief programs. 
6. Help develop the informal sector, which the main source of employment for most poor households in urban slum areas 

bypassed by all existing aid programs, as prices for staple foodstuffs and social services move steadily upwards.   


