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•

The pastoral hunger season is at its peak.
Continued poor pastoral conditions force
pastoralists and agropastoralists to adopt negative
coping strategies, such as intensification of the
sale of livestock. Cattle are in particularly poor
condition, thus reducing their market value and
household
revenues
from
sales.

•

June is the beginning of the agricultural hunger
season. Contrary to normal trends of low levels of
market supply and price increases during this
period, producers and traders are putting on the
market the remainder of last year's cereal stocks
for sale. In addition to humanitarian interventions
(subsidized cereal sales and free distribution of
cereals) in Gao and Kidal, these trends resulted in
above‐normal market supplies and prices of coarse
grains, the staple food of poor and very poor
households, that are stable or declining and near
their average nominal levels.

•

Figure 1. Current food security map, June 2010

Pour plus d'informations sur l’échelle d'insécurité alimentaire de FEWS NET,
visitez: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale
Source: FEWS NET

The rains are beginning throughout the country. Seasonal forecasts portend normal to above‐normal rainfall between
July and September 2010, which suggests normal to good harvests for the sixth consecutive year among agricultural
households as of October. Although the recovery of assets lost in response to shocks of 2009/2010 will take at least
two years for agro‐pastoralists and pastoralists of Gao and Kidal, these agro‐meteorological conditions contribute to an
auspicious start.

Seasonal calendar and timeline of critical events
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Current food security situation
With the rainy season getting off to a good start, all
phases of land preparation activities for the 2010/11
growing season are completed. Migrant workers are
returning home from urban areas in massive numbers
with small amounts of cash or in‐kind savings. These
resources are generally more substantial in the case
of middle‐income and wealthy households, but
among higher‐risk wealth groups they are especially
important for very poor (agropastoral) households in
livelihood zone 3 Riverine: rice –transhumant herding
and poor households in livelihood zone 4
Millet/transhumant herding (accounting for 20
percent or more of their annual household income).
In crisis years, like 2009/2010, these groups react by
sending more household members off to work as
migrant laborers for longer spans of time. With no
reports of wages being lower than usual, this year,
these migrant workers are expected to bring in more
income than usual which will help offset any local
food shortages.

Figure 2. Livelihood zone map of Mali

Planting activities began on schedule in the southern
part of the country. Off‐season rice and sorghum
crops are currently growing along the river by middle‐
income and wealthy households. These households
are the only ones with access to motor‐driven water
and labor.
Despite the previously poor growing season in
northern Mali, in general, households in all parts of
the country still have access to markets with normal
levels of grain stock. Grain prices in general and
coarse grain prices in particular are stable or slightly
lower than last month. Prices for Gambiaka rice in
particular are steadily rising, which is not true of
other varieties (BB and RM40), whose prices are still
reportedly stable. Thus, middle‐income and wealthy
households growing this variety of rice are earning
more income than usual from these activities. As a
Source:
FEWS NET
result, farmers will be enthusiastic about growing
Gambiaka rice during the upcoming winter growing season. There should be a large demand for labor, indirectly benefiting
poor households whose members supply this labor and who depend on this work as a source of income for purchasing food
supplies.
Stepped‐up reliance on fishing activities between February and May, which normally generate close to fifteen percent of
annual household income for poor and very poor households, is a coping strategy used in livelihood zone 3 Riverine: rice –
transhumant herding in the northern Sikasso, Timbuktu, and Gao regions. This year’s catch is good and is helping poor
households make‐up for the low prices commanded by their livestock due to the poor conditions in pastoral areas (and the
smaller share of household income generated by livestock sales, particularly in the case of very poor households). Thus,
households in this livelihood zone are generally food‐secure.
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Conditions in livestock‐raising areas and terms of trade
The critical situation in pastoral areas of Gao
and Kidal continues, pending the regrowth of
fresh pasture and the replenishment of animal
watering holes. In addition to the abnormally
large concentrations of animals along the
banks of the river and near wells and drainage
tanks, other unusual movements include:
•

•
•
•

Figure 4. Terms of trade for an average goat/millet in Gao, Ansongo,
and Ménaka

Herding by animals to relatively lush
pasturelands in Niger (in Ingarane,
Inzouyag, Abalak, Magaïzi, etc.) where
there is a shortage of watering holes;
The shipping of animals by wealthy
households to Mopti (Boni, Mondoro,
Hombori) by truck;
The presence of pastoralists from Kidal
and Bororo (in the Dakoro area of Niger)
on rangelands in south‐central Mali; and
The presence of animal herds from
Haoussa in the Tessit (Gourma) area for
the first time.

With this year’s earlier than usual large‐scale
migratory movements by animals interfering
with the vaccination campaign, there are
reports of outbreaks of epizootic diseases in
these holding areas. Vaccination rates are very
low, falling well short of government targets.
Terms of trade in the Ménaka, Gao, and
Ansongo areas are still unfavorable to
pastoralists (Figure 4). The few animals still in
fair condition are being sold at prices
comparable to figures from recent years.
However, right now, most sedentary animals
within reach of urban markets are in critical
physical condition, particularly the livestock of
poor households with no access to animal feed
(even at subsidized prices) or stored hay. There
is a larger than usual supply of animals, but
very little demand. As of May, terms of trade in
Gao for goats (the main form of savings for
poor households) and millet (their food of
choice) were slightly lower than last year and
Source: SAP
below average, by 11 and 9 percent,
respectively. However, terms of trade in Ansongo and Ménaka are at least 30 percent below figures for last year and the
five‐year average. Thus, the situation is not quite as serious as it is in Niger and Chad, where terms of trade for livestock‐
grain in holding areas for livestock are as much as 75 percent below‐average. Still, Mali’s Early Warning System (SAP) has
estimated the potential mortality rate in the Gao and Kidal areas at 40 percent of the current herd size.
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With the rains slowly getting underway in mid‐June, pastoralists are beginning to head back to their home bases in northern
and eastern Mali. Though there will not be enough new pasture growth for large animals until late July or August, the
growing numbers of watering holes could give animals access to pasture resources in areas far from year‐round water
sources. Appropriately equipped boreholes have been installed in certain municipalities and repairs have been made to
certain pumps as a temporary solution to animal watering problems until the rains definitively get underway, as part of
assistance programs for pastoralists in the northeastern part of the country. In order to take advantage of these
opportunities, pastoralists will need information on areas with adequate grazing and watering conditions and assistance
with transportation or in the form of animal feed to help get their livestock to these areas.
Looking ahead, with the fatalities and massive sales of animals to meet food needs in these areas, milk production levels for
2010/11 will be below normal. Thus, poor and very poor households are likely to reduce their consumption of milk, which
should be available beginning in July, in order to maximize their income from the sale of dairy products to enable them to
buy grain and pay off household debts.

Seasonal Progress
The status of farming activities, which are just now getting
underway, particularly in the southern part of the country,
varies according to current rainfall conditions. There are
reports of large amounts of rainfall in certain parts of the
Sikasso and Koulikoro regions. Rainfall is beginning to move
into central Mali, and conditions are generally above‐average
(Figure 3). Variable rainfall patterns in the south and in certain
parts of central Mali in particular have given rise to scattered
planting activities, especially in the Sikasso region. Households
in these major grain‐producing areas, which also produce
cotton as a cash crop as well as corn, get most of their food
stores from on‐farm production while, at the same time,
supplying grain to food‐short areas of the country.

Figure 3. (Top) Satellite estimate of cumulative rainfall
totals for the period from April 1st to June 10, 2010
(Bottom) Satellite estimate of cumulative rainfall totals
for the period from April 1st to June 10, 2010 compared
with the 2005-09 average

With the good harvests reported by middle‐income and
wealthy households employing farm laborers in crop‐producing
areas of central and southern Mali, this year, there should be a
normal to above‐normal demand for labor, creating propitious
conditions for local on‐farm employment and the employment
of Malian as well as Mauritanian migrant farm workers in
agropastoral areas.
Threshing activities for off‐season rice crops are currently
underway in the Office du Niger area and farming activities for
the 2010/2011 winter growing season have already started up.
Work on the irrigation canal and the Rétail project has reduced
the output and income of all wealth groups. Poor households
will react by increasing their search for labor opportunities
between now and the end of the winter harvest season in
October/November.

Source: USGS/FEWS NET

0 - 50 Severe deficit
50 - 70 Moderate deficit
70 - 90 Slight deficit
90 - 110 About average
110 - 150 Moderate excess
> 150 Large excess

Stream‐flow conditions are extremely important right now,
with the need for a combination of good water levels on rivers
and streams and good rainfall rates in the coming weeks for a
successful growing season for flooded rice crops. The water
levels of all waterways are still low, except for the Niger River
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at Koulikoro and Diré, the Bani River at Mopti, and the Senegal River at Kayes. Mean 10‐day gauge heights are above‐
average on all waterways with the exception of the Niger River at Kirango (in Markala, in the Ségou region), Gao, and points
downstream. In any event, water levels are still higher than they were last year on all rivers and streams with the exception
of the Niger River at Gao and the Bafing River at Manantaly and points upstream. Thus far, trends in stream‐flow conditions
for the growing of flood‐irrigated crops are promising.
The desert locust situation is still stable in all parts of the country. There were no reported sightings of locusts this past
month. Looking ahead, with the deterioration in environmental conditions, a significant increase in the size of the desert
locust population is unlikely. This could be a motivational factor for the rural population, which is highly dependent on on‐
farm crop production.

Trends on grain markets and in trade
In contrast to normal conditions at this time of year markets are still well‐stocked with grain crops. In general, there is
sufficient grain availability to meet demand on all major markets, particularly on retail markets in regional capitals around
the country. Prices in general and grain prices in particular are stable and, in some cases, are even trending downwards.
Markets are getting regular supplies of coarse grain crops from high‐production areas around the country.
The government and its partners have arranged for distributions of free grain aid and supplies of animal feed in food‐short
municipalities in the northeastern part of the country. At the same time, grain banks are being replenished in an effort to
control subsequent movements in grain prices. These activities should help improve grain availability on markets in these
areas, facilitating household food access.
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Millet, rice, and sorghum constitute the basic staple foods
for the majority of the Malian population. Millet has
traditionally been the most widely consumed, but since
2005 rice has become a popular substitute in urban
households. Sorghum is generally more important for rural
than urban households. Markets included are indicative of
local conditions within their respective regions. Ségou is one
of the most important markets for both the country and
region because it is located in a very large grain production
area. Bamako, the capital and largest urban center in the
country, functions as an assembly market. It receives cereals
from Koulikoro, Ségou, and Sikasso for consumption and
also acts as an assembly market for trade with the northern
regions of the country (Kayes and Koulikoro) and
Mauritania. Markets in the deficit areas of the country
(Timbuktu and Gao) receive their supplies of millet and rice
from Mopti, Ségou and Sikasso.

Monthly prices are supplied by FEWS NET enumerators, local government
agencies, market information systems, UN agencies, NGOs, and other
network and private sector partners.
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