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Good outlook for the agropastoral season 

Figure 1. Food security map for September 2010  

 
Source: FEWS NET  

 
Figure 2. Most likely food security scenario for October 
through December 2010 

 
Source: FEWS NET  

For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity Scale, please 
see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 

 

• The normalization of rainfall led to currently 
favorable crop development. Pastures and watering 
points have improved significantly after a rough start. 
Ponds and lakes are at normal to above-normal levels 
and prospects are good for flood-recession and off-
season farming as waters recede. The good harvests 
are likely to stabilize prices and cereal availability. 

 
• Areas that are not self-sufficient in cereal production 

and those where sowing was later than normal, sales 
of green harvests from the south are allow good 
availability at prices affordable to poor households. 

 
• The rains have restored ground cover in rangelands, 

improving fodder and water availability for animals. 
Animal body conditions are satisfactory. These 
pastoral conditions will lead to improved terms of 
trade. 

 
Update of the Outlook through December 2010  
 
With the rainy season well established in all parts of the 
country the outlook for the agropastoral season is good. 
The early start and steady progress of the growing season 
in livelihood zones 10 (sorghum, millet, and cotton) and 
11 (South maize, cotton, and fruits) are responsible for 
the early harvest of green crops and good availability of 
fresh produce in parts of Sikasso, in the southern reaches 
of the country. Thus, there is reportedly a total availability 
of certain green crops such as groundnuts, fresh or grilled 
corn and yams at both the household level and at certain 
points of sale. In addition to the usefulness for household 
consumption, these crops are an important source of 
income for these primarily poor and very poor 
households. These good rainy season conditions are 
encouraging large farmers and traders to unload their 
grain inventories, improving market supplies.  
 
In general, the agro-pastoral season is currently 
performing normally with the good progress of crops, thus far improving prospects for the upcoming harvests. Markets are 
currently reporting a regular supply of crops. In addition to the availability of these fresh crops, which are beginning to 
appear in local markets, certain assistance programs mounted by the government and its partners in the northeastern 
reaches of the country and government-subsidized grain sales are still ongoing. The physical isolation of certain areas by 
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heavy rains is putting rural markets in certain villages at a disadvantage, where inadequate road infrastructure precludes 
regular deliveries of supplies.  
 
Areas impacted by the poor pastoral conditions marking the 2009/10 season  
 
Progress in the general recovery of rangelands has prompted animals to head back to northern salt meadows from 
neighboring areas of Ménaka, Gourma-Rharous and Timbuktu. The current condition of rangelands in terms of new pasture 
growth has helped improve milk availability for local households. According to oversight agencies for animal production and 
the livestock industry, current milk availability is poorer than in previous years due to the high animal mortality rates 
reported during this year’s long lean season. A large part of this milk production is processed into butter, primarily for the 
benefit of poor households living with their animals in range areas. It is also used as a form of compensation for guarding 
animal herds. So far, there are still no definite figures on the number of head of stock lost by poor, middle-income or 
better-off households, in percentage terms, particularly by those households with the largest herds. Conditions on livestock 
markets are stable for the time being. The gradual but real improvement in the physical condition of livestock should enable 
pastoralists to eventually command good prices for their animals on livestock markets. Animal health conditions are normal 
and, in general, are considered stable. 
 
The good rainfall conditions responsible for the overall improvement in the condition of rangelands and watering holes put 
an end to the mass practice of selling off animals at the very time of year when livestock are in the worst physical condition. 
Range areas are currently covered with lush rangelands and abundant watering holes. After a long lean season, animals are 
finally in better physical condition. Distributions of food aid by the government and its partners and government-subsidized 
grain sales continue, particularly in food-short areas. 
 
Last season, the earlier than usual end of the rains in livelihood zone 4 (millet and transhumant livestock rearing) in the 
Gao and Kidal regions created unfavorable agropastoral conditions for pastoralists and farmers alike. With the current 
rainfall conditions in this livelihood zone, the good outlook for the agropastoral season is proving true. There is already 
good new plant cover and pastures. Perennial and seasonal lakes and ponds serving as watering holes for livestock are at 
good levels, and livestock markets are reporting better supplies of animals in increasingly better physical condition. Herd 
movements by transhumant animals are proceeding on schedule. Animals are gravitating around watering holes and 
heading to northern salt meadows. The progress of the growing season in certain localized areas is quite satisfactory. In the 
Gao area, however, the growing season is not going well in central Ansongo or parts of the municipalities of Boura and Tina 
Hama. The progress of crops in irrigated areas is satisfactory thanks to the good rainfall conditions in these areas. Looking 
ahead, according to reports from different agricultural district officers, continued rainfall through the end of September or 
into early October should allow crops to fully mature, which would ensure the general food security of local residents.  
 
On the whole, the food security of livestock is much improved as far as the supply of pasture and water is concerned, which 
bodes well for an improvement in their physical condition, which is already happening. The growing season is going 
satisfactorily thanks to the current pattern of rainfall.  
 
Areas impacted by the slow start of the rainy season in June and July 
 
The dry spell following the unusually early start of the rains in livelihood zone 8 (North-west remittances, sorghum, and 
transhumant livestock rearing) in the Kayes region has since given way to a pattern of regular rainfall. On the whole, the 
growing season is proceeding normally. Continued rainfall through the end of September or into early October should 
enable crops to fully mature and poor and very poor households to meet their consumption for a certain amount of time. 
Plant protection services in Nioro department (livelihood zone 8) have reported beetle and grasshopper hatchings in the 
municipalities of Korera Koré, Gogui, Diabigué and Troungoumbé with light damage to sorghum crops. Rainfall amounts in 
Yélimané department have helped spur the unimpeded growth and development of rainfed crops and the filling of seasonal 
lakes and ponds and bottomland areas for the planting of flood recession and off-season crops after the harvest of rainy 
season crops. These different off-season crops help diversify crop production and offset production shortfalls. The late 
start-of-season in certain areas is facilitating efforts to cover production deficits by growing different off-season and flood-
recession crops. A large part of the farm labor force is heading to high migration areas of Yélimané, where rainfall activity 
following the normalization of rainfall conditions in the second and third dekads of July helped improve agropastoral 
conditions. In general, with the rainy season well established, animal watering holes and rangelands are in satisfactory 
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condition. All these factors have helped improve the physical condition of livestock and boost household milk production. 
Prices are slightly higher than they were last month.  
 
Current conditions in livelihood zone 4 (millet and transhumant livestock rearing) in Mopti are marked by a normalization 
of the spatial-temporal distribution of rainfall. What were considered rain-short areas at the beginning of the rainy season 
are now getting adequate amounts of rainfall. Plant health conditions in certain areas are problematic, but any reported 
damage is unusually light. In general, lush rangelands and abundant watering holes are helping livestock return to 
satisfactory physical condition. This improvement in pastoral conditions has drawn livestock to rainy season grazing areas, 
which is preventing intercommunity conflicts and helping animals get back into better physical shape.  
 
Households are maintaining their grain access, which should be further strengthened by the availability of grain and other 
crops between October and December. Poor and very poor households will run through their on-farm production extremely 
quickly, unlike middle-income and wealthy households with other sources of food and income. 
  
Seasonal calendar and critical events 

 
 

Figure 3. Livelihood zone map of Mali 
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