
  
 
MALI Food Security Outlook Update August 2010 

Seasonal conditions improve in Gao & Kidal 
 

Figure 1. Food security map for August/September 2010  

 
Source: FEWS NET   

For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity Scale, see 
www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale  
 
Figure 2. Most likely food security scenario for October through 
December 2010 

 
Source: FEWS NET   

For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity Scale, see 
www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale  

Key messages 
• In general, the 258,088 people in Gao and Kidal 

will meet their food needs between August and 
September with the return of transhumants and 
the normal milk availability, the continuation of 
food assistance, and the normalization of access 
to grain with grain prices close to the nominal 
five-year average and the increase in value of 
small ruminants in July. Admissions of acutely 
malnourished children continue to seasonably 
decline from the June peak. 
 

• Overall, the area sown and rainfed conditions 
and prospects of recession crops are good, and 
supply and demand for agricultural labor was 
normal to excess. In both areas where the start 
of the rainy season in June was shy (north and 
north-central Kayes Mopti) seed rain made in 
late July / early August wrap up their cycles 
normally if the rains continue until the end of 
September , as expected, instead of mid-
September, as usual. Poor households in these 
areas will continue normally their livelihoods, 
food insecurity without abnormal between 
August and December. 

 
Updated food security outlook through 
December 2010  
 
In general, the normalization rainfall in late 
July/early August at the national level prompted 
traders and large farmers to sell grain inventories. 
Without exception, grain availability in all reference 
markets is normal to above-normal for the lean 
season, which is approaching its height. As a result 
of this good grain availability and economic stability, 
grain prices in Mali markets are extremely close to 
the regional average. In general, with demand for 
farm labor, which is an important source of income 
for poor and very poor households at this time of 
year, are on par or above normal. Poor households 
should have average to good grain access 
throughout the lean season. 

This report is an update of the July 2010 FEWS NET Food Security Outlook assessing food security conditions for the period from July through December 2010. The 
next Outlook report for the period from October 2010 through March 2011 will be released in October. 

FEWS NET Mali 
Bamako 
Tel: 223 20 29 94 60 
mtogola@fews.net 

FEWS NET Washington 
1717 H St NW 
Washington DC 20006 
info@fews.net 

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity. The authors’ views expressed in 
this publication do not necessarily reflect the view of the United States 
Agency for International Development or the United States 
Government. 

 

www.fews.net/mali 
 

http://www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale�
http://www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale�


MALI Food Security Outlook Update  August 2010 
 
 
Households in the Livelihood Zone 2 - Nomadic and Transhumant Pastoralism and Livelihood Zone 4 Millet/Transhumant 
Herding in the Gao and Kidal regions are affected by poor pastoral conditions in the 2009/10 season 
 
Most losses of livestock from increased sales and high animal mortality rates between May and July involved older, male 
animals. There is no conflicting data contesting estimates by local technicians putting losses at 40 percent compared with 
figures from last year.  
 
Contrary to estimations in the July Outlook, technicians in Livelihood Zone 2 have confirmed that with the livestock births 
and the gradual return of transhumant livestock herds from holding areas in Gourma and the eastern reaches of Ménaka, 
households will have sufficient milk production from July until December. Reports coming out of Livelihood Zone 4 refer 
specifically to losses of small animals, due to the heavy rains in that area and the poor physical condition of animals in Gao, 
Ansongo, and Ménaka departments. Despite the more common practice of selling breeding animals among poor and very 
poor households in this area and the decline in milk production, food aid programs and the improvement in terms of trade 
for livestock/millet between July and August guarantee that any shortages of milk can be filled with grain. 
 
Normally, in-kind wage payments for local employment account for 10-20 percent of the food sources of poor and very 
poor households in both livelihood zones. More importantly, these local jobs furnish 25-40 percent of the income of poor 
and very poor households in livelihood zone 4 and 50-60 percent of household income in livelihood zone 2. Unfortunately, 
despite the rise in demand for local labor since July with the return of transhumant animals and the definitive start of the 
growing season, there is still less demand than usual. For the moment, the supposition of a 30 to 40 percent lower than 
usual demand for labor in these areas is proving true. There are fewer animals to guard, and middle-income and wealthy 
households should be investing in rebuilding their herds before taking on workers for construction jobs or other types of 
local employment. Poor and very poor households in both livelihood zones will increase their gathering of wild plant 
products (between September and December), sales of livestock (between October and December), self-employment/craft-
making activities, and out-migration (beginning in October in Livelihood Zone 4 and in March in Livelihood Zone 2) to fill 
gaps in their sources of food and income.  
 
There has been normal seasonal improvement in pastoral conditions with the normalization of rainfall in mid-July. The 
progress of the growing season has slowed in Livelihood Zone 4, but there should be a normal harvest assuming the rains 
continue until the end of September, as expected. Thus, anticipated food security outcomes between now and December 
have not changed from the July Outlook. Food aid programs and government-subsidized grain sales will be extended into 
September to cover unmet minimum needs of poor and very poor households. There has been a steady seasonal 
downswing in the number of admissions of patients suffering from acute malnutrition to treatment facilities since July. 
Most poor households in these livelihood zones will be moderately food-insecure between now and December.  
 
Areas impacted by the slow start of the growing season (Livelihood Zone 8 in the Kayes region: Northwest remittances, 
sorghum, and transhumant livestock rearing; and Livelihood Zone 4 in the Mopti region: Millet and transhumant livestock 
rearing) 
 
The pattern of regular and adequate rainfall for the planting of rainfed crops expected in July, according to the Outlook, 
never materialized. Crops in the central and northern reaches of livelihood zone 8 in the Kayes and Mopti regions were 
planted between the end of July and the middle of August instead of in late June/early July, as expected. As a result, crop 
growth and development is lagging behind expectations. The brief dry spell following the unusually early start of the rainy 
season slowed down the pace of farming activities. The rains will need to continue through the end of September in order 
for crops to mature normally. On the other hand, the recent pattern of excess rainfall bodes well for a good harvest of flood 
recession crops, which add more to household grain stores than do rainfed crops. Thus, even if rainfed crops should fail, 
harvests of flood recession crops should make up for any shortfalls, given the likelihood of a normal level of on-farm 
production. Poor households in areas without suitable lands for growing flood recession crops and without access to 
migrant remittances are at a greater risk of food insecurity in the event of the failure of rainfed crops (in Livelihood Zone 8 
in the northernmost reaches of the country, along the border with Mauritania, for example).  

 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network  
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These observations should not significantly affect food security outcomes in both areas, and most poor households will not 
face any acute food insecurity threats between now and December. 
 
Seasonal calendar and critical events 
 

 
 

Source: FEWS NET 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 2. Livelihood zone map of Mali 

   
Source: FEWS NET 
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