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Summary and implications 

The 2006/07 pre-harvest assessment by CILSS, FAO, WFP, FEWS NET and 
specialized country agencies estimates grain production at 3,428,055 metric tons.  
This level of grain production is 16 percent higher than the five-year average and 
one percent higher than last year’s production, which was the second-best growing 
season on record since Mali first began collecting this type of data. 

Grain prices are still decreasing in markets around the country.  Price levels are down from last year and below the five-
year average for the same time of year. 

Seasonal calendar 

Current summary 

 A grain supply of close to 4 million metric tons suggests a secure country-wide food outlook.  Comparing grain 
needs (of 2,749,970 MT) with projected grain availability (2,867,570 MT) shows a gross surplus (before exports 
and imports) of 117,590 MT. 

 A procurement campaign to rebuild government and community food reserves before February could help avoid a 
significant decrease in prices, particularly in crop-producing areas. 

 Increased surveillance is necessary contain any attacks by crop predators, particularly by grain-eating birds in 
Ségou, Mopti, Timbuktu and Gao regions. 

Food outlook for 2006/07 

Household food security in throughout the country is still satisfactory.  There are adequate grain supplies on local 
markets.  Shipments of fresh crops to market are further strengthening the food situation.  The seasonal decrease in grain 
prices, which has already begun and is expected to increase over the next few months, is increasing the purchasing power 
of grain-consuming/grain-purchasing households.  In general, price levels for grain crops are lower than last year and 
below the five-year average for the same time of year. 

Herders and their families have increased dairy products available for household consumption and for sale, which 
provides a means of earning extra income. 

The current crop production forecast suggests a good food situation for 2007. 
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Food availability for 2006/07  

Gross nationwide grain 
production for the 2006/07 
growing season is estimated 
at 3,428,055 metric tons, 16 
percent higher than the 
five-year average and on 
percent higher than last 
year, which was the 
second-best season on 
record since the country 
first began collecting this 
type of data.  There was a 
delay in the onset of the 
rains early in the 2006/07 
season, but rainfall 
increased at the end of July 
and the continuation of the 
rainy season into the 
middle of October helped 
ensure a satisfactory water 
balance that met crop water 
requirements, particularly 
for late-planted crops.   

The preliminary balance 
sheet shows grain needs of 
2,749,970 MT for the 
national population of 
approximately 11.9 million 
inhabitants as of the end of 
April 2007 against 
projected grain availability of 2,867,570 MT, indicating a gross surplus (before exports and imports) of 117,590 MT.  This 
is equivalent to a surplus of close to 10 kg per person for the year.  This surplus breaks down into a 234,920 MT coarse 
grain surplus (of millet, sorghum, maize and fonio), a 52,240 MT rice deficit and a 65,080 MT wheat surplus (Table 1). 

Table 1: Projected grain balance sheet for 2006/07 (in thousands of MT) 

Items Rice 
Wheat and

barley Coarse grains Total 
Population as of 4/30/2006 11 933 000

1.  Availability 664.04 8.79 2194.74 2867.57
Gross production 1018.78 8.52 2400.76 3428.06
Available production 632.66 7.24 2040.65 2680.55
Inventories at 11/1/06 31.38 1.55 154.09 187.02
 On-farm inventories 0.00 0.00 107.14 107.14
 Other inventories 31.38 1.55 46.95 79.87

2.  Needs 716.28 73.87 1959.82 2749.97
Consumption standard (kg/person/yr) 57.24 5.92 150.84 214.00
Human consumption 683.04 70.64 1799.97 2553.66
Closing inventories 33.24 3.23 159.85 196.31
 On-farm inventories 0.00 0.00 110.06 110.06
 Other inventories 33.24 3.23 49.79 86.25

3.  Gross surplus (+) / deficit (-) -52.24 -65.08 234.92 117.59

4.  Net imports-exports 117.94 53.63 -24.87 146.70
Projected commercial imports 112.33 45.96 3.56 161.85
Expected aid 5.80 7.67 0.00 13.47
Projected exports 0.19 0.00 28.42 28.62

5.  Net surplus (+) / deficit (-) 65.69 -11.45 210.05 264.30

6.  Population as of 4/30/2005 11 425 000
7.  Apparent availability (kg/person/yr) 65.53 5.23 181.84 252.60
SOURCE: CILSS/AGRHYMET – November 2006 

Country-wide inventories as of November 1 are estimated at 187,020 MT, compared with 29,300 MT at the same time last 
year.  These inventories include on-farm inventories in crop-producing areas (107,140 MT), plus other inventories held by 
private traders and the National Food Security Reserve (79,870 MT).  The improvement in inventory levels compared 
with last year follows two consecutive years of good crop performance, both in Mali and in certain neighboring countries 
that get their supplies from Malian markets.  These good conditions should help other neighbors like Mauritania and 
Senegal with structural deficits. 

Net imports are estimated at 146,700 MT of grain based on the country’s import and export program, consisting of 
112,330 MT of rice, 45,960 MT of wheat and 3,560 MT of coarse grains, plus another 5,800 MT of rice and 7,670 MT of 
wheat in the form of food aid, and 28,620 MT of exports (190 MT of rice plus 28,420 MT of coarse grains).   

The net surplus is thus 264,300 metric tons of grain, comprised of a 65,690 MT rice surplus, a 210,050 MT coarse grain 
surplus and an 11,450 MT wheat deficit.  Per-capita availability is estimated at 252.6 kg, up 8.4 percent higher than last 
year and 18 percent above the official consumption standard of 214 kg per person per year. 
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Market trends  

During the 2005/06 marketing season, prices were lower than the previous season due to a good 2005/06 growing season 
that produced 3,398,627 MT of grain.  Responding to such a good season, the government strongly encouraged that food 
security reserves be built up at the national, district, village and household levels.  At the same time, grain banks were 
established around the country.  This helped communities get through the most recent lean period rather easily, with 
relatively low prices that stayed low even during the month of Ramadan. 

Currently, market prices are decreasing all 
along the marketing chain (see Figure 1).  
Prices are especially decreasing in markets 
where there are larger carry-over 
inventories and supplies of fresh crops. 

Traders are reporting a slowdown in sales, 
as grain supplies increase.  There is a 
strong suspicion that prices will decrease 
sharply by the end of December, the month 
in which most crops are harvested. 

There are good prospects for ample market 
supply of coarse grains in neighboring 
countries.  This is already having an impact 
on demand from Niger, mainly for maize, 
which, in previous yeas, was clearly visible 
by this time on markets in Sikasso and 
Koutiala, particularly in poor crop years.  
This year, so far, there have been no signs of any such demand from Niger. 

With this year’s large coarse grain surplus, it is highly likely that prices for locally grown rice crops will fall below last 
year’s levels, despite rising oil prices on international markets and increases in world rice prices. 

Figure 1: Trends in average millet prices on consumer markets in regional 
capitals around the country (2005, 2006 and the 2001-2005 average) 

Source: OMA and FEWS NET/Mali 

Future market trends 

With the increase of ongoing harvests of millet and sorghum in the next few weeks, grain supplies are likely to further 
increase, which will require an absorption capacity for this production to prevent farmers from being forced to sell off 
their surplus crops at distress prices. 

Initiating procurement activities to rebuild government and village-level food reserves prior to the coming February is 
strongly recommended, to help prop-up selling prices for farmers who earn a large part of their income from sales of grain 
crops. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


