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Summary and implications 

Harvesting activities are being stepped up in farming areas around the country and 
the good grain harvest forecast for this growing season is proving true.  The 
quantitative pre-harvest assessment by the CILSS/FAO/WFP/FEWS 
NET/Specialized Country Agency mission puts grain production at 3,428,055 MT, 
compared with the 3,398,627 MT production figure for the 2005/06 crop year. 

Conditions in livestock-raising areas (grazing and watering conditions) are generally good in all parts of the country.   

The promising outlook and shipments of fresh crops to markets around the country have driven down coarse grain prices.  
Current price levels are down from last year and running below the five-year average for the same time of year.   

Seasonal calendar 

Current hazards summary

 The good nationwide harvest forecast for 2006/07 is proving true, with record grain production.   
 Stepped-up surveillance is a must to contain any attack by crop predators in time, particularly by grain-eating 

birds. 

Food outlook for 2006/07 

The household food situation in all parts of the country is still satisfactory.  There are adequate grain supplies on local 
markets.  Shipments of fresh crops to market are further strengthening the food situation.  The seasonal downswing in 
grain prices, which has already begun and which should pick up speed over the next few months, will bolster the 
purchasing power of grain-consuming/purchasing households.  On the whole, price levels for grain crops are down from 
last year and below the five-year average for the same time of year. 

Herders and their families will have more dairy products at their disposal, both for household consumption and for sale, as 
a way of raising income.   

Right now, the harvest forecast is pointing to a good food situation for 2007. 

Grain production forecast for 2006/07  
The good grain production forecast for the current growing season is materializing.  This forecast was developed based 
on the regular pattern of rainfall after the belated start to the rainy season, good runoff from flooding and low pressure 
from crop predators.  The good spatial-temporal distribution of rainfall since the pick-up in the rains at the end of July 
helped sustain an adequate water balance for the satisfaction of crop water requirements.  Continuing rainstorm activity 
into the middle of October helped meet the crop water requirements of rainfed crops in spite of corresponding planting 
delays. 
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These were the main contributing factors to this year’s very good cropping levels (Table 1), with the extension of planting 
activities and the conversion of certain areas originally scheduled to be planted in cotton to grain fields.  They also helped 
facilitate crop maintenance activities. 

Table 1.  Preliminary data on cropped areas for the 2006/07 growing season (in hectares) 
Regions Millet Sorghum Rice Maize Fonio Wheat/Barley Total 
Kayes 70 481 175 746 2 325 55 227 6 906 - 310 686 
Koulikoro 185 499 252 674 10 870 74 442 910 - 524 394 
Sikasso 203 838 286 735 64 945 224 348 7 939 - 787 806 
Ségou 496 134 144 076 125 033 30 856 13 053 - 809 151 
Mopti 449 378 36 857 123 595 5 407 12 915 - 628 151 
Timbuktu 47 467 2 537 36 976 200 - 3 380 90 560 
Gao 19 340 4 056 36 853 - - 155 60 404 
Grand Total 1 472 137 902 682 400 596 390 480 41 723 3 535 3 211 152 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture / Planning and Statistics Unit (CPS), October 2006 

The size of the area planted in crops is up 3 percent from last year (3,119,133 hectares) and 15 percent above the five-
year average (2,797,256 hectares). 

Yearly crop production forecasts and assessments in Mali are the responsibility of the Planning and Statistics Unit (CPS) 
attached to the Ministry of Agriculture and are based on a nationwide Current Farm Survey of a sample of 897 primary 
(enumeration) units ranging in size from 800 to 1,000 inhabitants in rural areas and from 1,000 to 1,500 inhabitants in 
urban areas.  Five farms are drawn from each primary unit to make up the second-stage sample of approximately 4,485 
farming units, which is a regionally-representative sample.  The farm survey is conducted in two phases.  The first phase 
deals with harvest forecasts, with phase 2 focusing on final crop performance. 

The goal of the first phase of the survey is to furnish information on expected grain production and on-farm grain reserves 
for the current crop year during the survey period.  The questionnaires for this phase of the survey are administered over 
the period between August 15 and September 15. 

Grain production is estimated based on information (on expected output from rainfed crops and the size of fields planted 
in grain crops) collected from the farming units surveyed.  This information is supplemented by production data for the so-
called « modern sector » (irrigation districts and regional agricultural development agencies, namely the Office du Niger, 
Office Riz Ségou, Office Riz Mopti, Office des Périmètres Irrigués de Baguineda and Office de Développement Rural de 
Sélingué) and data on off-season production targets provided by extension agencies.  The data produced by this survey is 
corroborated by final, post-harvest production data. 

This year’s farm survey indicated a record grain harvest.  The quantitative pre-harvest assessment conducted by the joint 
CILSS/FAO/WFP/FEWS NET mission and interested specialized country agencies over the period from October 23 

through October 28 puts grain production at 3,428,055 MT (Table 2), compared with last year’s figure of 3,398,627 MT.  
Thus, this year’s harvest should be at least as good as last year and 16.2 percent above the five-year average.  This good 
outcome is attributable to a 16 percent gain in sorghum production (730,040 MT) and 7.7 percent gain in rice production 
(1,018,775 MT) compared with last year.  As far as this latter crop is concerned, despite a sizeable reduction in the size of 
areas planted in rice due to planting delays, the timely provision of farm inputs helped boost rice production.  On the other 
hand, millet production (1,060,200 MT) and maize production (587,850 MT) are down by 8 percent and 7 percent, 
respectively, due to the smaller areas planted in these crops and lower crop yields as a result of the late start-of-season. 

Table 2.  Comparisons of projected grain production data for 2006/07 (MT) 
Year Millet Sorghum Rice Maize Fonio Wheat Total 
2003/04 1 260 498 728 717 931 925 451 018 22 437 7 626 3 402 221 
2004/05 974 673 664 083 718 086 459 463 19 655 8 942 2 844 902 
2005/06 1 157 810 629 127 945 823 634 464 26 598 4 805 3 398 627 
2006/07 1 060 244 730 040 1 018 775 587 845 22 630 8 520 3 428 055 
Average 2001/02-2005/06 996 135 636 088 847 254 443 158 21 282 7 069 2 950 986 
Comparison with 2005/06 ( percent) -8,42 16,04 7,71 -7,34 -14,91 77,31 0,86 
Comparison with the average for 
2001/02 to 2005/06 ( percent) 6,43 14,77 20,24 32,64 6,33 20,52 16,16 
Source: Ministry of Agriculture – Planning and Statistics Unit (CPS), October 2006 
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The country’s traditional major grain-producing areas such as 
Ségou and Sikasso are coming through again this year.  In fact, 
the Ségou region in the central part of the country accounts for 33 
percent of the total nationwide grain production figure, followed by 
the Sikasso region in the south, with a 30 percent share (Figure 1). 

This is the best season on record since 2003/04, when the country 
first began collecting crop production data, which bodes well for a 
good food situation in 2007. 

Figure 1.  Breakdown of grain production for the 
2006/07 crop year, by region 
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Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Planning and Statistics Unit 
(CPS); Graphic by FEWS NET Mali 

Plant health conditions  

On the whole, plant health conditions are relatively quiet.  There 
have been virtually no sightings of locusts.  With the beginning of the dry season, environmental conditions will become 
increasingly less conducive to locust breeding activities.  However, perennial vegetation will help ensure the survival of 
any locust populations. 

There is still heavy pressure from grain-eating birds in the Ségou, Mopti, Timbuktu and Gao regions, where young birds 
still in the growing stage have been sighted in local breeding grounds.  Stepped-up surveillance is a must in order to save 
area harvests, particularly local rice harvests.  Right now, the availability of mature wild grass seeds is helping to reduce 
pressure from grain-eating bird populations on standing crops. 

Conditions in livestock-raising areas 

In general, this year, there are good pasture resources and watering holes in all parts of the country.  Animal weights are 
more than adequate and things are quiet as far as any outbreaks of epizootic diseases are concerned. 

Thus far, herd movements within and between different parts of the country are in line with normal patterns of migration.  
Migratory herds are still ensconced in rainy season grazing lands and salt cure areas.  Sedentary herds are grazing 
outside farming villages and hamlets, tended by herdsmen.  The upcoming lean period should be relatively easy for 
livestock with such good conditions in livestock-raising areas (pasturelands and watering holes). 

Moreover, herders and their families should have more dairy products at their disposal, both for household consumption 
and for sale, as a way of raising income. 

Beginning of the seasonal downswing in grain prices 

The good harvest forecasts for the 2006/07 
growing season have triggered an across-the-
board downswing in coarse grain prices on 
consumer markets around the country. 

The downward trend in coarse grain prices on 
consumer markets in regional capitals around 
the country gathered strength this past month.  
Logically, the downturn in prices should pick up 
speed with the stepping up of harvesting 
activities at this time of year. 

As of the end of October, the price of millet on 
the Ségou market, the country’s main grain-
producing area, was at 112 CFAF/kg, down 10 
percent from the end of September and down by 
33 percent from the figure for October of last 
year (167 CFAF).  It was also 24 percent below 
the five-year average (Figure 2). 

Looking at future trends in coarse grain prices, 

Figure 2.  Trends in average consumer prices for millet on Segou 
markets (2004 – 06 and average for 2001-05) 
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with the good harvest prospects for both Mali and the entire sub-region, prices are expected to continue to fall, with 
average price levels staying well down from last year and well below five-year averages. 

These market trends should strengthen the buying power of grain-purchasing/consuming households.  On the other hand, 
a collapse in prices would be detrimental to farm families reliant on the sale of grain crops as their main source of income.  
The rebuilding of government and community-level food reserves between now and the end of January of next year could 
bolster prices and prevent farmers from selling off their grain at distress prices. 


