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Summary and implications 

In general, rainfall conditions have finally returned to normal, allowing 
farming activities to proceed.  As of the end of July, planting rates are 
satisfactory compared with the same time last year.  Fields and crops are 
generally in good condition. 

Conditions in livestock-raising areas, including pasture resources and 
watering holes, have improved with the definitive onset of the rainy season 

in Mali.  A look at satellite imagery of the condition of vegetation as of August 10th shows the vegetation front 
crossing the Mauritanian border into the northwestern reaches of the country.   

In general, grain prices on retail markets in regional capitals around the country are still holding steady.  Price 
levels are down from the last time last year and below the five-year average for the same time of year. 

Seasonal calendar 

Current hazards summary 

 Harvest prospects for the current growing season are still good despite small lags in the start-of-season 
due to sporadic rainfall in May and June. 

 Food outlook for 2006/2007 

The nationwide food situation is still satisfactory.  Markets still have ample grain supplies and prices are 
holding relatively steady and, on the whole, are running below the five-year average.   

This year, the levels of household and community grain reserves are more than adequate.  The government, 
its development partners, and/or communities themselves have built up large community reserves through the 
establishment and strengthening of grain banks in all parts of the country.   

Milk production, which is already available in the South and steadily improving elsewhere in the country, is 
bolstering the food situation of households. 
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Normalization of climatic conditions 

a) Definitive onset of the rains 

The rainy season got off to a slow start 
in the country’s major farming areas.  
Since the beginning of the rainy season 
in May, rainfall has been sporadic, with 
spatial-temporal distortions in the 
pattern of precipitation, and has only 
started to pick up since the middle of 
July.  On the whole, rainfall amounts for 
the last two months were anywhere from 
very low to low.  Since the third dekad of 
July, rainfall conditions have improved in 
all parts of the country. 

Cumulative rainfall totals for the period 
from May 1st through August 10th at 
rainfall gauging stations in regional 
capitals around the country were 
running below historical averages (for 
1971-2000).  Rainfall totals were also 
down from the same time last year at all 
gauging stations with the exception of 
Koulikoro and Ségou (Figure 1). 

The pick-up in rainfall activity has 
spurred the start-up of the growing 
season and farming activities around the 
country.   

b) Water levels on rivers and 
streams continue to rise 

A look at streamflow conditions shows 
continued flooding in upper river basins.  
Elsewhere, water levels are steadily 
rising.   

Water levels along the Niger River as of 
August 10th were up from the same time last year at Bamako and Koulikoro and down from last year’s figures 
at Mopti and Ansongo.  Moreover, gauge heights at all gauging stations with the exception of Bamako, Diré 
and Gao were above inter-annual averages (Figure 2).   

Figure 1: Comparison of Cumulative Rainfall Totals as of 
August 10th, 2006
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Source: GTPA (Multi-disciplinary Working Group for Agro-meteorological Assistance)/DNM 
(National Weather Service); Graphic by FEWS NET Mali 

Figure 2: Comparison of the Level of the Niger River as of 
August 10, 2005 with 2006 and the Average
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Trends in flood levels are looking good, particularly for farming activities dependent on flood irrigation. 

Progress of the 2006/07 growing season 

The improvement in rainfall conditions since the third dekad of July enabled farmers to continue to actively 
plant and/or replant crops, particularly in the country’s Sahelian zone, in areas equipped with border strip 
irrigation systems and in areas subject to wild flooding. 



MALI: MONTHLY FOOD SECURITY UPDATE AUGUST 2006 

 3

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the whole, for the most part, planting rates for grain crops as of the end of July were satisfactory compared 
with the same time last year.  However, the increase in the rains and, as a result, stepped-up planting and/or 
replanting efforts should noticeably improve planting rates for the month of August. 

In general, millet and sorghum crops are in the tillering-height growth stages, maize crops are in the height 
growth stage and groundnut and cowpea crops are in the branching stage. 

On the whole, crops and fields are generally looking 
good.  Fields are well tended, with the pattern of 
rainfall enabling farmers to properly weed their fields.   

Lags in the start of the 2006/07 growing season 
around the country varied from one location to 
another.  However, rainfall conditions since the 
middle of July are encouraging.  On the whole, as of 
the middle of August, WRSI levels were above-
average, satisfying corresponding crop water 
requirements (Map 1).  The outcome of the growing season will depend on the length of this year’s rainy 
season. 

Map 1: Crop Water Requirement Satisfaction Index (for 
Millet) as of August 10, 2006 

Source : USGS/FEWS NET 

Plant health conditions  

On the whole, plant health conditions are relatively stable.  There have been reports of low-density 
grasshopper hatchings in fallow fields in the Kayes, Ségou and Mopti regions.  Grasshopper hatchings were 
also reported in millet, sorghum and groundnut fields in Koulikoro, causing light damage to these crops.  In 
addition, beetles have been sighted on souna millet crops in Nara district in this same area. 

There are reports of flocks of grain-eating birds beginning to form in traditional grain-producing areas of the 
Ségou, Mopti, Timbuktu and Gao regions. 

With the rainy season getting underway throughout the country, environmental conditions are becoming more 
and more propitious for locust breeding activities in gregarization areas.  However, conditions are still stable in 
other parts of the country.  As of the middle of August, there were still no sightings of locusts. 

Conditions in livestock-raising areas 

The condition of pasture resources is much 
improved in major agropastoral areas of 
Kayes, Koulikoro, Sikasso and Ségou.  
Conditions in the Central and Northern parts of 
the country and the Western Sahel are still 
poor to average, despite new emergent 
vegetation in localized areas. 

A look at satellite imagery of the condition of 
vegetation (NDVI: Normalized Difference 
Vegetation Index) for the first dekad of August 
of this year shows the vegetation front crossing 
the Mauritanian border into the northwestern 
reaches of the country.  However, on the 
whole, the condition of vegetation is below-
average and poorer than it was at the same 
time last year, due primarily to the delayed 
onset of the rains at the beginning of the growing season (Figure 3).   

Figure 3.  Condition of Vegetation (NDVI) as of August 10, 2006 
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Source: NASA, USGS; Graphic FEWS NET Mali 



MALI: MONTHLY FOOD SECURITY UPDATE AUGUST 2006 
 

 4

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In general, the levels of surface water sources are satisfactory.  Animals can be easily watered at seasonal 
lakes and ponds, rivers, wells, tanks, lakes, boreholes and reservoirs.  Watering conditions are good or 
improving.   

On the whole, there are no major outbreaks of epizootic diseases.   

Migratory animal herds are still returning to their home bases from dry season grazing areas.  Livestock are 
still in the process of moving out of flooded “bourgou” grassland areas, bound for rainy season encampments.   

Grain markets 

Market supplies are more than 
adequate to meet demand.   

Trading on local markets is still slower 
than usual for the rainy season.  The 
good harvests from last year’s growing 
season are certainly a major 
contributing factor.  Other factors 
include the build-up of household and 
community reserves and the start-up of 
the current growing season. 

Retail prices are holding steady on most 
markets in regional capitals, with some 
localized fluctuations in prices. 

Millet prices on the Ségou market, in 
one of the country’s major grain-
producing areas, have been holding 
steady since March of this year.  July prices on this market were down 39 percent from last year and 17 
percent below the five-year average for the same time of year (Figure 4).  In contrast to last year’s situation, 
this price stability should make for better household grain access throughout the pre-harvest lean period.  If the 
conditions of this year’s rainy season can be sustained, prices should begin coming down in September. 

Figure 4: Inter-Annual Trends in Average Millet Prices on 
Segou City Markets (2004 to 2006 and Average for 2000-2005)
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Graphic by FEWS NET Mali ; Source : OMA (Agricultural Market Observatory) 


