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SUMMARY 
  
The harvests of rainy season crops (millet, sorghum and rice) are gaining momentum.  
The harvest assessment conducted by the joint CILSS/FAO mission and domestic 
technical agencies over the period from October 7 - 11 estimates grain production at 
2,527,001 MT, which is down 2.2 percent from last year's figure of 2,582,842 MT and 
only 1.7 percent above the five year average (1997-2001). 
 
The grain harvest for the 2002-03 crop year is expected to fall 12.6 percent short of the 
harvest for the 1999-2000 growing season, whose record production figure of 2,893,608 
MT remains unbroken in the last 12 years. 
 
According to the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, farm survey data will 
need to be adjusted to take into account the effects of the drying and wilting of certain 
crops in the period following September 20, when damage was caused by the last rainy 
spell and by certain crop predators.   
 
Food availability is not expected to show any improvement this year over last year.  
Thus, the food outlook for 2003 indicates increasingly severe localized food shortages, 
particularly in Kayes, Koulikoro, Mopti and Timbuktu Regions.  Food security prospects 
will be shaped by other factors besides local grain production shortfalls, such as the 
expected pressure on grain markets, effects of the political unrest in Ivory Coast and 
drop in income from cotton crops.   
 
Given the already high level of grain prices at harvest time, this year's upward trend in 
prices is expected to continue at the same pace into next year.  However, prospective 
imports from the international market could shore up domestic coarse grain supplies, 
helping to ease pressure on grain prices. 
 
 
I. 2002-03 GRAIN HARVESTS 
 
The progress of current harvests of rainy season crops (millet, sorghum and rice) is 
gaining momentum.  Maize, early-maturing millet (souna), cowpea and earthpea crops 
have already been harvested.   
 
The 2002-03 growing season has been plagued by inadequate rainfall, producing mixed 
results for this crop year.  The problem was further compounded by unusually low river 
levels and the earlier than usual recession of corresponding floodwaters, as well as by a 
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shortage of chemical fertilizer for grain crops.  The combination of these factors caused 
localized reductions in the area of land planted and lower yields.   
 
This year's farm survey data characterized grain harvests as average.  The quantitative 
harvest assessment conducted by the joint CILSS/FAO mission and interested domestic 
technical agencies over the period from October 7-11 of this year estimates grain 
production at 2,527,001 MT, compared with last year's figure of 2,582,842 MT, 
forecasting a 2.2 percent decline from last year and a 1.7 percent improvement on the  
five-year average for 1997-2001 (Table 1). 
 
Table 1: Grain production forecast for 2002-03 compared with 2001-02 and the 
five-year average (1997-2001)  
 

Grain crops Forecast 
2002-03 
(MT) 

Output  
2001-02 
(MT) 

Percentage 
change (%) 
vs. 2001-02 
 

Average 
1997-2001 
(MT) 

Difference (%) 
vs. average for 
1997-2001 

Rice 815,812 939,864 -13.2 734,101 +11.1
Coarse 
grains  

1,699,815 1,633,625 +4.1 1,744,565 -2.6

Wheat/barley 11,374 9,353 +21.6 6,503 +74.9
Total 2,527,001 2,582,842 -2.2 2,485,169 +1.7

Source: CILSS/FAO - DNSI/DNAMR Survey, October 2002 
 
According to the harvest assessment, rice production is down 13.2 percent from last 
year, coarse grain production is up by 4 percent (sorghum: 9 percent; millet: 3 percent) 
and there is no change in maize production compared with last year. 
 
This year's sorghum and maize production figures are 3.6 percent and 18.4 percent 
below the five-year average for 1997-2001, respectively, while millet and rice production 
is 6.8 percent and 11.1 percent, respectively, above the five-year average. 
 
The improvement in rice production compared with the five-year average reflects the 
continuous expansion of acreage planted with rice since 1994.  The cyclical production 
shortfall compared with last year is the result of unusually poor stream flow conditions. 
 
An analysis of nationwide data indicates that this year's production figures for Mopti, 
Timbuktu and Gao Regions are well below the average of the previous five-year period.  
Elsewhere, production is at or above the five-year average.   
 
Mali's largest grain-producing area is Ségou Region in the central part of the country, 
followed by Sikasso in the south.  Ségou’s share of aggregate grain production for the 
2002-03 crop year is 34 percent, while Sikasso accounts for 21 percent and the 
Koulikoro and Mopti regions contribute an additional 14 percent (Figure 1). 
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The 2002-03 grain harvest is expected to fall 12.6 percent short of the harvest for the 
1999-2000 growing season, whose record production figure of 2,893,608 MT remains 
unbroken for the last 12 years (Figure 2). 

 

Figure 1. Breakdown of grain production by region: 
2002-03 crop year

CILSS/FAO/DNAMR/DNSI - MALI - October 2002
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Figure 2. Patterns and trends in mixed grain production in Mali: 
1990-2002 and the 2002-03 production forecast
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According to the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, this year's farm survey 
data will need to be adjusted to take into account the effects of the drying and wilting of 
certain crops in the period following September 20 when damage was caused by the 
last rainy spell and by certain crop predators.   
 
 
II. FOOD OUTLOOK 

 
With a projected grain production figure of 2.5 million MT, food availability is not 
expected to show any improvement over this past year.  Thus, the food outlook is for 
increasingly severe localized food shortages throughout 2003, particularly in parts of the 
Kayes, Koulikoro, Mopti and Timbuktu regions. 

 
Food security prospects will be shaped by other factors besides local grain production 
shortfalls, including:  

 
• Expected pressure on grain markets.  Given the already high price levels at 

harvest time, the current upward trend in grain prices can be expected to continue 
at the same pace into 2003.  However, prospective imports from the international 
market could shore up domestic coarse grain supplies, which would help ease this 
upward pressure on grain prices.   

• The effects of the political crisis in Ivory Coast, which could further disrupt food 
supplies in Mali, affecting not only supplies of maize, but of tubers and bananas as 
well, which are important staples in the local diet. 

• The drop in income from cotton crops as a result of the decrease in the size of 
areas planted with cotton during this growing season. 

• The reduction in income from livestock exports to the Ivory Coast. 
 
Upcoming assessments of food security conditions will be used as the basis for making 
recommendations for appropriate action programs for targeting food-insecure 
population groups.   
 
 
III.   MARKETS 
 
Across-the-board nationwide increases in coarse grain prices since January have given 
way over the past few months to divergent price movements on consumer markets in 
regional capitals around the country.   
 
While there is generally a broad downward movement in grain prices at harvest time 
(October through January), this year’s harvest forecasts for the 2002-03 growing 
season are keeping grain prices level, if not pushing them up even further, particularly 
on markets in less productive areas of the country such as Kayes, Timbuktu, Gao and 
Bamako. 
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In addition to crop performance, another factor affecting current price movements is the 
impact of the month-long Ramadan celebration, a fasting period for Muslims running 
from November 6 through December 5 of this year, which is a high-consumption period 
and, thus, a period of heavy demand for grains in general and millet in particular.   
 
In contrast, there is a clear downward trend in market prices in grain-producing areas of 
the country such as Koulikoro, Ségou, Sikasso and Mopti.  In fact, average November 
prices for millet were down 13 percent in Ségou, 8 percent in Koulikoro, 4 percent in 
Mopti and 2 percent in Sikasso from the month of October.  However, despite this 
downward trend, price levels around the country are still higher than at the same time 
last year and above the five-year average for this time of year. 
   
Current price levels are still 36 percent above the five-year average in Ségou, the 
country's largest grain-producing area and one which is reporting the steepest drop in 
market prices (Figure 3). 
 

 
 
Given the already high price levels at harvest time, grain markets can be expected to 
further tighten over the course of next year, when pressure on grain prices will most 
likely be just as strong as it has been this past year.  However, imports from the 
international market could shore up domestic coarse grain supplies, thereby helping to 
ease the expected upward pressure on grain prices.   
 

 
Figure 3. Multi-year trends in average millet prices on markets in the 
city of Segou: Average 1997-2001; 1998-2002 
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