
A USAID project managed by Chemonics International Inc. 

USAID/FEWS NET  B. P. 34  Bamako, Mali   Tel: (223) 29-94-60   Fax: (223) 29-94-60  mtogola@fews.net 

 

 
 

     FEWSNET/USAID       SAP/MATCL 
 

 
 

MALI 
JOINT MONTHLY FOOD SECURITY REPORT 

 
April 23, 2002 

 
Summary 
 
Following up on its preliminary forecast from November of last year, the national Early 
Warning System (Système d’alerte précoce, SAP) issued its final food security 
assessment for 2001/02 (November through October) in March.  
 
The 349 communes regularly monitored by the SAP were divided into the following 
three food security categories:  

• those whose households were vulnerable to food insecurity during the pre-
harvest lean period (soudure), July to September; 

• those expected to experience economic problems; 
• those who are relatively food secure.  

 
The vulnerability of a given population group to food insecurity is established based on a 
technical analysis of: 

• its crop production for the growing season in question; 
• its food availability (such as grain supplies at points of sale and grain price 

trends); 
• the potential of other income-generating activities (such as livestock raising, 

fishing, commerce and craft-making); and 
• its coping capacity (such as internal and out-migration and eating habits) 

 
The SAP recommends the distribution of 2,430 metric tons (MT) of grain food aid to 
90,000 food-insecure people in 6 communes. 
 
 
1.  Final Food Security Assessment for 2001/02 
 
1.1.  Grain Production for 2001/02 
 
Inadequate, sporadic rainfall and/or dry spells after the first dekad of September of last year in  
Kayes, Koulikoro and Ségou Regions and parts of Sikasso Region prevented crops in general, 
and sorghum crops in particular, from reaching full maturity. 
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Grain production for the 2001/02 growing season in the following regions within the SAP 
coverage area was classified as follows: 

• Kayes: poor in Diéma, Nioro and Yélimané Districts and average in Kayes Districts; 
• Koulikoro: average in Nara, Banamba and Kolokani Districts, with the exception of 

certain communes; 
• Ségou: good in Niono District, average in Ségou and Macina District; 
• Mopti: poor in the eastern part of Koro District and the western half of Ténenkou District 

and relatively good elsewhere in the region; 
• Timbuktu: generally average, better than the previous growing season, except in certain 

communes in Timbuktu and Gourma-Rharous Districts; 
• Gao: relatively good and clearly up from last year, except in certain communes in 

Bourem Districts. 
 
Overall, grain production in the SAP coverage area is up from last year.  However, this year's 
harvests in Macina, Banamba, Kolokani, Kayes, Yélimané, Nioro and Diéma Districts are clearly 
poorer than last year.  
 
The SAP technical meeting in March to issue its final food security assessment for 2001/02 
divided the 349 communes regularly monitored by the network into the following three food 
security categories:  

• those whose households will be vulnerable to food insecurity (en difficultés alimentaires) 
during the pre-harvest lean period (soudure), July to September; 

• those expected to experience economic problems (en difficultés économiques); 
• those whose food situation is relatively secure (rien à signaler).  

 
1.2.  Food-Secure Population 
 
Despite an extremely tight grain market for this time of year, the food situation in most (311) 
communes monitored by the SAP is "status quo," with crop production and/or cash income 
levels in these areas classified as good to average.  People in these communes are considered 
food secure. 
 
1.3.  Economically Vulnerable Population 
 
Crop production in thirty or so communes throughout the following districts ranged from poor to 
very poor in the wake of sparse rainfall and/or a rainy season ending before crops reached full 
maturity: 

• Kayes, Diéma and Nioro Districts in Kayes Region;  
• Banamba, Kolokani and Nara Districts in Koulikoro Region; 
• Koro and Ténenkou Districts in Mopti Region; 
• Timbuktu, Goundam and Gourma-Rharous Districts in Timbuktu Region; and 
• Bourem District in Gao Region. 

 
These communes are inhabited by nearly 500,000 residents expected to experience “economic 
difficulties” (Table 1 and Map 1), classified as economically vulnerable populations not 
requiring free food aid.  The SAP category of “economically vulnerable” is roughly equivalent 
to the FEWS NET definition of “moderately food-insecure.” 
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Table 1:  Economically Vulnerable Population 
 
Regions 

 
Districts (Cercles) 

Former 
Arrondisse-
ments 

 
Communes 

 
Population in April 
of 2002 (DNSI*) 

Diadioumbéra Séro Diamanou 17 556
Diamou Diamou 13 692
Samé Samé 

Diomboma 
10 085

 
 
Kayes 

Ségala Ségala 20 475
Diéma Diéma 21 053

Béma 21 453 
Béma Fassoudébé 4 071

 
 
Diéma 

Diangounté 
Camara 

Diangounté 
Camara 

22 277

Gavinané 11 309
Youri 4 431

 
Gavinané 

Diaye Coura 10 720
Gogui Gogui 10 517

 
 
Nioro 

Simbi Simbi 13 750

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kayes 

Total Kayes Region  181 390
Banamba Banamba Ben Kadi 7 306
Kolokani Kolokani Kolokani 36 612

Dogofry 26 595 
Nara 

 
Ballé Allahina 8 860

 
 
Koulikoro 

Total Koulikoro Region  79 374
Macina Monimpébougou Monimpébougou 24 935 

Ségou Total Ségou Region  24 935
Dinangourou 23 774 

Dinangourou Yoro 14 205
 
 
Koro Dioungani Dioungani 27 229
Ténenkou Dioura Karéri 20 066

 
 
Mopti 

Total Mopti Region  85 274
Aglal Lafia 8 198 

Timbuktu Bourem-Inaly Bourem-Inaly 9 110
Diré Central Diré Kondi 2 535
Goundam Douékiré Douékiré 13 788

Rharous 16 534 
Gourma-Rharous Banikane 5 981

 
Gourma-Rharous 

Madiakoye Serréré 6 490

 
 
 
Timbuktu 

Total Timbuktu Region  62 636
Bourem Taboye 17 862
Bamba Bamba 23 713

 
Bourem 

Téméra Téméra 15 156

 
 
Gao 

Total Gao Region  56 731
 
Total Economically Vulnerable Population 32 490 339
Source: SAP/MALI – March 2002; DNSI* (National Bureau of Statistics and Information Technology) 
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Map 1: Final Assessment of Food Security Conditions 
in the SAP Zone of Mali: March 2002 
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1.4.  Food-Insecure Population 
 
The risk of emerging “food difficulties” is extremely high in 6 SAP communes in whom some 
90,000 residents are expected to face food insecurity during the pre-harvest lean period from 
July to September due to extremely poor harvests, low cash income levels and soaring grain 
prices, among other factors (Map 1 and Table 2).  These food security problems reflect a 
degree of vulnerability requiring free food aid.  The SAP “food difficulties” category is 
roughly equivalent to the FEWS definition of “highly food insecure.” 
 
 
2.  Recommended Measures  
 
2.1.  Distribution of Free Food Aid 
 
The SAP is recommending the distribution of 2,430 MT of grain to approximately 90,000 
persons expected to experience food insecurity residing in the following communes: 

• Diéoura, Sansankidé and Lakamané in Diéma District (Kayes Region); 
• Madina-Sacko in Banamba District (Koulikoro Region); and 
• Massantola and Nonkon in Kolokani District (Koulikoro Region). 

 
This recommendation pertains to the three-month lean period (soudure), July through 
September, and is for a half ration of 9 kilograms per person per month, based on the 
nationwide food consumption standard.  
 
All necessary steps should be taken to ensure that the grain is available at corresponding 
distribution sites well before the end of June, after which the rainy season may hamper 
deliveries.  
 
Table 2: Food-insecure Population and Recommended Quantities of Food Aid Grain 
 
Regions 

 
Districts 
(Cercles) 

Former 
Arrondissements 

 
Communes

Population in 
April of 2002 
(DNSI*) 

Recommended 
Quantities of 
Grain (MT) 

Diéoura 8 634 230
Sansankidé 3 975 110

 
Diéma 

 
Lakamané 

Lakamané 10 634 290

 
 
Kayes 

Total Kayes Region  23 243 630
Banamba Madina-Sacko Madina-

Sacko 
18 873 510

Massantola Massantola 31 720 860 
Kolokani Nossombougou Nonkon 16 070 430

 
 
Koulikoro 

Total Koulikoro Region  66 663 1 800
 
Total Food-Insecure Population 

 
89 906 2 430

Source: SAP/MALI – March 2002; DNSI* (National Bureau of Statistics and Information Technology) 
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2.2.  Improvement in Grain Availability in Selected Areas 
 
A disruption in the food supply in certain districts can be expected sometime between now and 
the next harvesting period due to: 

• small marketable grain surpluses (millet, sorghum and maize) in certain farming areas of 
the country and/or the inaccessibility of local markets during the rainy season; 

• climbing consumer prices for coarse grains; and 
• the fact that certain population groups without enough money to stock up on several 

months’ worth of provisions are dependent on the year-round availability of Malian grain 
in local markets.  

 
Accordingly, the SAP is recommending that the OPAM (Agricultural Products Office) continue 
intervention sales at local market prices in Kidal, Gao and Timbuktu Regions throughout the 
pre-harvest lean period.  
 
As for Kayes Region, the SAP recommends that the OPAM preposition a large enough 
commercial inventory of sorghum for intervention sales over the period from July through 
September to meet effective demand in Kayes, Nioro and Yélimané Districts. 
 
2.3.  General Recommendations for Bolstering Food Security 
 
The SAP makes the following recommendations for the SAP area in general and, more 
specifically, for communes facing imminent economic difficulties or food insecurity: 
 

• expansion of income-generating activities by the country's development partners to 
sustain or boost local purchasing power and improve access to food staples;  

 
• strengthening of food banks, retail outlets or cooperatives to facilitate access to food 

staples, particularly in this year of unusually high grain prices;  
 

• backing of school meal programs by the country's development partners to ensure 
regular school attendance by school-age children in general and by young girls in the 
northern reaches of the country in particular;  

 
• targeting of high-risk groups (children under 5 years of age, the elderly and women in 

general) by assistance programs; 
 

• timely pest-control measures by appropriate agencies and development programs to 
curb damage from grasshoppers and grain-eating birds during the upcoming growing 
season beginning in June; and  

 
• stepped-up efforts by appropriate agencies, working in conjunction with local herders, to 

control jackal and hyena populations in Kidal, Gao and Timbuktu Regions, which have 
killed large numbers of small livestock.  

 
 


