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Areas previously affected by dryness have seen a delayed start of rains for the Postrera season 

KEY MESSAGES 
 

 A delay of 20 or more days in the start of the 
Postrera season was seen in parts of eastern 
Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador, and western 
Nicaragua. These are the same areas previously 
affected by the prolonged dry spell in July/August 
during the Primera season (Figure 1). 
 

 A below-normal harvest for the Primavera season 
and a normal start of Second season is expected in 
most areas in Haiti.  
 

 According to climatology, September is the most 
active month for hurricane activity in the Atlantic 
Basin. 

 

PRIMERA (CENTRAL AMERICA) AND 
PRIMAVERA (HAITI) SEASONAL PROGRESS 
 
Figure 2 indicates the level of crop performance based 
on the availability of water during a growing season 
(WRSI). The areas with mediocre values (in white with 
red circles) show a reduction in the yields and the poor 
values (in light orange with red circles) show significant 
harvest losses as a result of the dry conditions in late July 
to mid August. 
 
Field reports from the Ministry of Agriculture in 
Guatemala indicate losses nearing 2 percent of national 
production. Yet local losses in the departments of El 
Progreso, Jalapa, Zacapa, Chiquimula, and Baja Verapaz 
are significant, especially for subsistence farmers in the 
dry corridor. 
 
Honduras and El Salvador are doing field assessments to 
determinate the impact of the dry conditions. The Ministries of Agriculture supplied the most affected farmers with seeds 
and fertilizer. In Honduras, the most affected departments are Olancho, Francisco Morazán, Comayagua, and El Paraíso. In 
El Salvador, the departments of La Unión, Morazán, and Usulután reported the driest conditions during the Primera season. 
In Nicaragua, field reports indicate local losses in the communities of Somotillo and Las Marías in the department of 
Chinandega will still be able to maintain a normal harvest for the Primera season. 
 

Figure 1. Onset of Rains (SOS) Anomaly Map.  

Pentad 1 (September 1 – 5, 2013) 

 
Source: USGS 

 

Figure 2 Water Requirement Satisfaction Index (WRSI) Map. 

Primera Season. Pentad 1 (September1 to 5)  

 
Source: USGS 
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In Haiti, dry conditions have persisted in much of the 
Nord-Ouest, Grand’Anse, Sud, Nippes, Ouest, and Sud-Est 
departments over the past two months. This has 
reinforced previous moisture deficits and poor soil 
conditions. The worst dryness has occurred in the Sud, 
Sud-Est, and Nord-Ouest departments due to a lack of 
total rainfall and a below-average number of rain days. 
 
Despite the dry conditions and irregular rainfall for the 
Primavera season in Haiti, field reports do not show 
significant losses for most areas. 
 

POSTRERA AND SECOND FORECAST 
 
The most recent update from the seasonal climate 
outlook for Haiti from the Caribbean Climate Outlook 
Forum (CARICOF) shows a 40% probability of above-
normal precipitation and a 35% probability of normal 
precipitation (Figure 3). Field information indicates a 
normal start for the Second season. 
 
The harvest activities that started very slowly in 
July/August will continue to increase during the month of 
September. The sowing activities that took place in 
August will be finished by mid-September. The average 
rainfall levels during the first days of September 
enhanced soil moisture conditions in the main 
production areas in Haiti.  
 
In Central America, a delay in the sowing of Segunda 
season is expected in the areas affected by the dry 
conditions during the Primera season. Field reports 
indicate a delay of 20 or more days similar to Figure 1. If 
the rainfall ends in Guatemala according to the current 
climatology, some crops may not have enough soil 
moisture during the advanced stages of crop 
development to ensure adequate growth, especially for 
maize. 
 
September is the most active month during the hurricane season in the Atlantic Basin. Figure 4 shows the number of 
hurricanes in the last 100 years, where the probability of an impact from one event in Central America increases in 
September. Also, hurricane activity in the Pacific will continue until October, potentially affecting the development of crops. 
Continuous rainfall from recurring easterly waves could produce an overflow in rivers and equally affect crops due to 
flooding. 

Figure 3. Climate Outlook Forecast for the Caribbean from 

September to November 2013. 

 
Source: CARICOF 

Figure 4. Number of Tropical Cyclones per 100 Years. 
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