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Irregular rainfall affected the start of Primera and Primavera seasons  

KEY MESSAGES 
 

 Good rainfall totals at the end of May helped reduce the 
dry conditions reported in Nippes, Sud and Grand’Anse 
departments in Haiti. However, by early June, rainfall 
remained below of the historical average (Figure 1).  
 

 The Primera season has started in Central America as 
expected, but the departments of Nueva Segovia, 
Jinotega, Matagalpa, and Madriz in Nicaragua had a 
delayed start of season by almost 20 days (Figure 2).  

 

 The Atlantic 2013 hurricane season forecast is expected 
to be above normal. The impact, direct or indirect, of a 
tropical event in any of the countries in the region has 
the potential to cause damage to crops and 
infrastructure. 

 
PRIMERA (CENTRAL AMERICA) AND PRIMAVERA 
(HAITI) SEASONAL PROGRESS 
 
The rainy season of Primera has started in Central America. 
However in Nicaragua, in the departments of Nueva Segovia, 
Jinotega, Matagalpa, and Madriz, planting is delayed by at 
least 20 days due to the dry conditions at the beginning of 
the season. 
 
In Honduras, some farmers in the departments of Olancho 
and El Paraíso are experiencing problems with crops already 
planted because of the dry conditions since early May. El 
Paraíso department reports a 50 percent rainfall deficit. 
There are still farmers waiting for the definitive 
establishment of the rainfall to start the planting. In any case, 
the dry spell (canícula) could affect crops in advanced stages 
of development, negatively affecting yields at the end of the 
season. 
 
Hurricane Barbara did not directly affect crops in Guatemala. 
Nonetheless, the high rainfall registered created conditions for the development of fungal diseases in crops, particularly in 
the departments of Quiché, Huehuetenango, Sololá, and Alta and Baja Verapaz. 
 
In Haiti, the rainfall of late May helped to reduce the dryness in the country, but the deficit of rainfall continues in the 
southern Peninsula, in some areas in the Northwest and in the West department. These conditions affected the zones 
where early planting took place in late March and also in areas with normal planting in April. On the other hand, there is a 
surplus of rainfall that hinders sowing and other cropping activities in the North, Central Plateau and the Artibonite 

Figure 1. Map of rainfall anomalies in percentage (%), 

May 1 to June 9, 2013  

 
Source: NOAA 

 

Figure 2. Map Start of Season Anomaly in dekads 

(respect to average 2001-2010) Dekad 16 / June 1 - 10, 

2013. 

 
 

Source: USGS 
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departments. Figure 3 shows the number of rain days in the last 30 days, as of June 11 2013. The seasonal rainfall deficits 
are evident across Southwest Haiti, with 6-9 rainfall days and with seasonal rainfall to date 25 percent below normal. In 
contrast, there have been floods in Artibonite that affect the production of rice. The final estimation of damages has not yet 
been calculated. 
 

PRIMERA AND PRIMAVERA FORECAST 
 
The forecast for the Atlantic hurricane season, issued by 
Department of Atmospheric Science of the Colorado 
State University in June 3, 2013, indicates a near-average 
hurricane season compared to analog years (Table 1). Yet, 
the cyclonic activity in the Atlantic will be above normal 
and the impact of one event in the region will likely lead 
to floods and landslides, which could affect cropping 
areas and access to their normal trade routes.  
 
Due the dryness experienced in the Southwest of Haiti, a 
decrease in yields and a delayed of the harvest is 
expected. This deficit is forecast to end by late June. 
Rainfall within a normal seasonal range will be favorable 
for the development of crops in the rest country. 
Nevertheless a reduced yield is expected for crops during 
this season throughout the country. 
 
A normal rainfall is expected for the Primera season in 
cropping areas in Central America. The distribution of the 
rainfall and the dry spell (canícula) have the potential to 
affect the normal development of crops, especially in the 
departments of Huehuetenango, Baja Verapaz, 
Totonicapán, Quiché, and Sololá in Guatemala, and also 
in Olancho and El Paraíso in Honduras. 
 
The irregular distribution of rainfall could favor the 
development of pests and the fungal diseases in maize 
crops in Central America. This is of particular concern for 
smallholder farmers that do not have the economic 
resources to purchase pesticides, which could potentially 
result in a significant yield reduction. 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Named Storm (NS), Named Storm Day (NSD), Hurricane (H), Hurricane Day (HD), Major Hurricane (MH), Major Hurricane Day, (MHD), Accumulated 
Cyclone Energy (ACE), Net Tropical Cyclone (NTC) 
 

 

Figure 3. Number of rain days in the last 30 days, as of  

June 11, 2013. 
 

Source: USGS 

 

Table 1. Hurricane 2013 Season Forecast, June 3 of 20131. 

 
Source: Department of Atmospheric Science Colorado State University 
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