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Average Apante production anticipated in Central America 
 
KEY MESSAGES 

 
• The forecast for the December 2012 – March 2013 

Apante season indicates average rainfall is likely 
(Figure 1).  
 

• Recent field assessments in Haiti confirmed 
significant crop damage with second-season 
harvests 50-75 percent of average due to poor 
seasonal performance and damages from Tropical 
Storms Sandy and Isaac.  
 

• Average Postrera harvests are expected from 
Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, and Nicaragua.  

 
SECOND (HAITI) AND POSTRERA (CENTRAL 
AMERICA) SEASONAL PROGRESS 
 
The August/September to October/November Postrera 
rains in Central America and Haiti are most important 
for November/December Postrera bean harvests in 
bimodal areas, as well as for the unimodal maize and 
beans harvests at the same time in western Honduras, 
in the western highlands of Guatemala, and for the 
sorghum and pigeon pea harvest in Haiti. Cash crops, 
such as coffee, sesame, peanuts, sugarcane, and melons 
are also harvested in the region in 
November/December.  
 
The government of Haiti estimates total maize 
production in 2012 at about 50 percent below last year, 
and about 25 percent below last year for rice due to 
start of season dryness and damage from Tropical 
Storms Isaac and Sandy.  
 
Good rainfall distribution from late October to the 
beginning of December favored Postrera in areas with 
Apante crops development compared to average 
(Figure 2). Other than in north-eastern Honduras, where 
rainfall and production were poor, low NDVI values reflect harvested areas with near-average production. Official national 
production estimates in Guatemala and unofficial estimates in Nicaragua, Honduras, and El Salvador all suggest near-
average national Postrera harvests. 
 

Figure 1. Map of consensus forecast for Central America, 
December 2012 – March 2013  

  
Source: XXXVIII COF 

Figure 2. Map of eMODIS Normalized Difference Vegetation 
Index (NDVI) Anomalies (2001-2010) 250m (10-day composite) 
Period 68 / Dec 1 – Dec 10, 2012 

 
Source: USGS/FEWS NET 
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Famine Early Warning Systems Network 2 
 

APANTE FORECAST 
 
The January – March Apante season rainfall is important for red or black bean production in parts of southern Nicaragua 
and maize in northern Guatemala (Petén) and other crops in north-central coastal Honduras. Nicaragua’s Apante bean 
production helps to keep retail prices low for beans consumed throughout the region between the March/April harvest and 
August. 
 
The regional Climate Outlook Forum forecast suggests average to above average rainfall in the main Apante production 
areas of south-central Nicaragua. The forecast for other Apante areas is average to below-average. However, for the 
moment, Apante crop development even in these areas is expected to be average due to favorable soil moisture from the 
strong closure of the Postrera rains in October and November. 
 
PRIMERA FORECAST 
 
The most significant rainfall in the region will be the 2013 Primera or first rainy season (Mar/April-July/August), during 
which most subsistence producers sow primarily white maize (Central America) or maize and sorghum (Haiti). Though 
uncertainty is high, the forecasts for the start of the Primera season currently indicate that average rainfall is likely.  
 
Apante and Primera rainfall forecasts favorable for staple food crops will be unfavorable to coffee plants due to the above-
average prevalence of the fungus Hemileia vastatrix, or coffee rust. Average or above-average rainfall may contribute to the 
further spread of coffee rust throughout the region, which may affect the 2012/13 production of coffee in the region. 
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