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KEY MESSAGES 

• Total projected cereal production (maize, rice and 
sorghum) for 2019/2020 is expected to decrease by 
almost 12.3 percent compared to 2018/2019 but will 
exceed the five-year average by about 8 percent 
(Figure 1). Observed losses for 2019/2020 are 
significantly lower than those recorded between 
2014/2015 and 2017/2018. Maize and rice will 
experience the most significant reduction in 
production levels. Overall decline in cereal production 
is due to the negative impact of a poor spring season 
harvest on subsequent summer and fall growing 
seasons. 

• Total cereal supply (production + net imports), i.e. 
1,400,000 metric tons (MT), is expected to decrease 
year on year due to the combined negative effect of 
reduced local cereal production and increased cereal 
imports (excluding maize), as the effect of reduced 
production on supply is greater than the effect of 
increased cereal imports on supply. However, cereal supply is expected to be almost 4 percent above the five-year 
average. Imported cereals, particularly rice and wheat, will continue to dominate in the national cereal market.  

• A cereal production deficit of more than 42,000 MT will be observed during the 2019/2020 marketing year, although, 
compared to the five-year average, a surplus of more than 73,000 MT is expected. The Gonaïves (Artibonite) market 
will maintain its surplus producing status for the three commodities, even with the expected decline in overall cereal 
production. Other regions will have to rely on imports, particularly for rice, to cover cereal deficit. 

• Cereal prices are expected to maintain their upward trajectory throughout the outlook period. They will also remain 
atypically high compared to the five-year average due to exchange rate depreciation, the decline in production and the 
possible withdrawal of fuel subsidies. Furthermore, civil insecurity, fueled by socio-political instability, will increase the 
risk of riots, which could jeopardize market functioning for staple foods throughout the country, particularly in the 
metropolitan Port-au-Prince area. 

ABOUT THIS REPORT The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) monitors trends in staple food supply and price trends 

in countries at risk of food insecurity. The Supply and Market Outlook report provides a summary of staple food availability, 

surpluses and deficits during the current marketing year, projected price behavior, implications for local and regional commodity 

procurement, and essential market monitoring indicators. FEWS NET gratefully acknowledges partner organizations, national 

ministries of agriculture, national market information systems, regional organizations, and others for their assistance in providing the 

harvest estimates, commodity balance sheets, as well as trade and price data used in this report. For more information on typical 

market conditions for staple foods in Haiti, readers are invited to consult the following report: Haiti Staple Food Market Fundamentals. 

Figure 1.  Aggregate cereal production (maize, rice, sorghum) in 

Haiti (MT) 

 

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on data from the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Natural Resources and Rural Development (MARNDR) and the United States 

Department of Agriculture (USDA), (2019). 

http://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/Haiti%20MFR_final_20180326.pdf
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CURRENT SITUATION 

Cereal production 2019/20201 

• There was a late start to the 2019 spring growing 
season, owing to the irregular distribution of rainfall, 
except for some humid and irrigated areas, 
particularly in the Sud and Nippes departments, and 
in other areas where march rainfall was above 
average (Figure 2). The poor performance of the 
spring growing season, which accounts for about 60 
percent of annual agricultural production, had an 
adverse effect on the start and therefore performance 
of the summer growing season. Having consumed the 
few products harvested during the spring harvest, 
farmers do not have enough resources to buy seeds 
for the summer growing season and this is expected 
to have a negative impact on aggregate cereal self-
sufficiency levels (Figure 3). 

• 2019/2020 cereal production is expected to fall by 
12.3 percent on average from their 2018/2019 levels 
(Figure 1).  Maize and rice production will fall by 
roughly 15 percent and 14 percent, respectively, while 
a slight decrease is expected for sorghum production. 
This trend can be attributed to the negative impact of 
the poor performance of spring season harvest on the 
summer and winter growing seasons. 

Maize production 

• Although grown in the country’s ten departments, 
maize is concentrated mainly in the Artibonite, Centre 
and Ouest departments, which typically produce more 
than 20,000 MT per year (Figure 5). These three 
departments alone contributed about 60 percent of 
total annual production. Compared to 2018/2019 
production, 2019/2020 production is expected to fall 
by an estimated 15 percent. However, it will remain 
above the five-year average, as losses observed this year are significantly lower than those recorded from 2014/2015 
to 2017/2018. 

• At the same time, the evolution of maize imports from 2011 to 2018 took the form of an inverted U-shape. Beginning 
in 2011, imports experienced an upward trend, peaking in 2015 before declining in 2018. Imports almost tripled last 
year from 14,207 MT to 40,000 MT. However, forecasts for 2019/2020 indicated a 50 percent decrease compared to 
2018/2019. 

Rice production 

• Rice, the second most cultivated cereal in Haiti after maize, is mainly produced in the Artibonite department, which 
alone covers more than 80 percent of the area planted with rice (Figure 6). According to the same estimates, rice 
production for 2019/2020 could fall by about 14 percent compared to 2018/2019. This results from a significant 
decrease in production in the Artibonite region, due to insecurity in the area and decline in government investments 

 
1 Various sources of information were consulted to estimate 2018/2019 and 2019/2020 cereal production levels. Estimates were based on data from the 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), the United Nation’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the Ministry of Agriculture, Natural 
Resources and Rural Development. Sub-national production estimates were calculated based on the spatial population distribution and total agricultural 
production. Final production estimates also relied on data from previous years given Haiti’s official 2018/2019 and 2019/2020 production estimates were 
not yet available. Prices are from FEWS NET’s staple food price monitoring across the ten regional markets, and in partnership with Haiti’s National Food 
Security Coordination Agency (CNSA). 

Figure 2. Rainfall and normalized difference vegetation index 

(NDVI) January – September 2019, compared to average 

 

Source: World Food Programme Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (WFP - 
VAM)/Climate Hazards Group InfraRed Precipitation with Station data (CHIRPS)/ 

Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer (MODIS), September 2019. 

Figure 3.  Aggregate self-sufficiency levels for local maize, sorghum 

and rice (%) 

 

Source: FEWS NET estimates, August 2019. 
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under its “Caravan for Change” program. Nonetheless, Artibonite supplied nearly 90 percent of total local rice 
production this year.  For all other areas, 2019/2010 local rice production is expected to exceed the five-year average 
by 19 percent.  The 2018/2019 local rice production levels were 62 percent above the five-year average.  

• Rice imports could increase in 2019/2020 compared to 2018/2019. This is primarily due to the decline in domestic rice 
production, although the country is typically structurally deficit in rice production. Imports will increase in response to 
higher cereal requirements of almost 7 percent compared to 2018/2019 and even more compared to the five-year 
average (about 9 percent).  

Sorghum production 

• In 2019, sorghum was grown over a total area of 105,000 ha (utilized agricultural area – UAA). Over 75 percent of 
production is concentrated in the departments of Ouest (42 percent) and Artibonite (33 percent) (Figure 7). The 
2019/2020 sorghum production forecast suggests a decrease that is less significant than that of maize and rice. This 
decline is mainly because production had already been struggling to recover in recent years due to plant pathologies. In 
line with this trend, it is expected to fall by 6.5 percent compared to the five-year average.  

• Sorghum was the only commodity whose production fell relative to the five-year average and that has not been 
imported in significant quantities for staple food consumption.  However, demand for Sorghum remains strong from its 
use in the production of Malta and the national beer. 

Market and price trends 

• The current macroeconomic situation is characterized, 
on one hand, by the inability of the Haitian 
government to finance its expenditures and, on the 
other hand, by persistent inflationary pressures linked 
to the depreciation of the gourde. The government’s 
weak budgetary capacity makes it difficult to finance 
investment programs. No Finance Act has been 
passed, a situation exacerbated by access to funding 
from international agencies (such as the World Bank 
and the International Monetary Fund) being placed on 
hold pending the confirmation of a new Head of 
Government by the Haitian Parliament.  

• The latest inflation estimates by the Central Bank of 
Haiti (BRH), indicate inflation levels of 19 percent per 
annum. The Haitian gourde continues to lose its value 
against the U.S. dollar (Figure 4). The relative change 
in the inflation rates and the depreciation of the 
Haitian gourde against the U.S. dollar produces a sharp contrast. While depreciation was above the inflation rate from 
January to August 2018, as of September 2018, both rates have trended closer together and experienced quite similar 
fluctuations. This suggests that 2018/2019 and 2019/2020 inflation is closely linked to the depreciation in the national 
currency against the U.S. dollar. Given the outward-facing nature of the Haitian economy, this will have strong 
implications for the price of imported staple foods, which remain high across local markets even with stabilizing or 
falling international reference prices. 

• The climate of insecurity, sporadic riots and fuel scarcity hinders the movement of imported and locally produced 
goods from the Dominican Republic and the United States, thus limiting availability at the wholesale level and across 
local and regional reference markets. This will negatively impact overall price levels, and, in particularly, staple food 
prices. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.  Evolution of annual inflation rates and the Haitian 

gourde (HTG) – U.S. dollar (USD) exchange rates (%) 

 

Source: FEWS NET estimates using data from OANDA and the Haitian Institute 

of Statistics and Information Technology (IHSI), August 2019. 
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Current price trends 

• Local and imported staple food prices were 
increasing through July. Maize grain prices, which 
stood at 151 Haitian gourdes per six pounds had 
increased on average by over 5 percent between 
June and July. Maize grain prices were, however, 
decreasing in May in Cayes, Fonds-des-Nègres and 
Jérémie (almost 9 percent) where spring season 
harvests started a little earlier. On the other hand, 
prices were increasing in drought affected areas 
where spring season planting was either delayed or 
did not take place. The most significant price increase 
was observed in Jérémie in May (more than 14 
percent) and in Ouanaminthe in June where prices 
rose by more than 29 percent. Atypical price increase 
was also observed in the Cap Haïtien market (almost 
55 percent).  

• Maize grain prices fell by more than 10 percent in 
August for six of the ten markets, most notably 
Jérémie, Hinche and Jacmel. Maize grain prices 
remained atypically above their year earlier and five-
year average levels, i.e. 55 and over 60 percent 
respectively. This was particularly evident in the Port-
au-Prince, Cap Haïtien, Ouanaminthe and Port-de-
Paix markets (Figure 5). 

• The price of imported rice rose by almost 9 percent 
between May and June, with the most significant 
increase observed in the Port-au-Prince (almost 20 
percent), Port-de-Paix and Cayes (over 14 percent) 
markets. Average April to June prices were around 
245 Haitian gourdes per six pounds and increased to 
265.5 Haitian gourdes at the end of July. Imported 
rice prices, however, fell by almost 10 percent in 
Cayes, 8 percent in Port-au-Prince, and remained 
stable in five other markets. Imported rice prices 
increased by almost 8 percent in Port-de-Paix 
compared to June levels. Imported rice prices were 
stable or decreasing on average in August. Prices 
were respectively 25 and 61 percent higher year-on-
year (August 2018/2019) and relative to the five-year 
average. 

• The following regional markets are particularly 
important for understanding market and supply outlook dynamics in Haiti, particularly due to the size of these 
markets: Hinche (maize), Port-au-Prince (imported rice) and Gonaïves (local rice and sorghum). 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5.  Local maize production (MT) and price (HTG/6lbs) map 

 

Source:  FEWS NET estimates using data from the National Food Security 
Coordination Agency (CNSA), FEWS NET and Ministry of Agriculture, Natural 

Resources and Rural Development (MARNDR), August 2019. 

Figure 6.  Local rice (TCS 10) production (MT) and price 

(HTG/6lbs) map 

 

Source:  FEWS NET estimates using data from the National Food Security 

Coordination Agency (CNSA), FEWS NET and Ministry of Agriculture, Natural 

Resources and Rural Development (MARNDR), August 2019. 
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• The Hinche market is supplied with maize on a 
seasonal basis, typically during harvest periods, and 
particularly in June and July. Maize availability is 
currently decreasing due to spring season losses in 
various surplus producing communes, including 
Maïssade, Thomonde, Hinche, Belladère and Las 
Cahobas. There are reports of favorable harvests in 
Cerca Cavajal, Thomassique and Mirebalais. However, 
these are not expected to sufficiently compensate for 
the production deficits experienced in the Plateau 
Central region, which is one of the primary areas for 
maize production and consumption in Haiti. As was 
the case last year, the Centre department remains 
one of the three largest maize producing areas in 
Haiti (Artibonite, Ouest and Centre), with annual 
production at above 20,000 MT (Figure 5).  

• Local maize grain prices have been increasing in the 
Hinche market since April 2019 and stood at 170 
Haitian gourdes per six pounds in July, representing a 
month-on-month increase of more than 12 percent. 
There was, however, a significant drop in local maize 
grain prices during the month August.  Prices fell by 
more than 37 percent on average, even with poor spring season performance for maize in the Centre department. Key 
informant information suggests that this market was being supplied with maize from neighboring areas to the north, 
including Saint Raphael, Dondon, La Victoire and Ranquite. This has improved overall maize availability and price levels 
since August. Maize grain prices remain well above their year earlier and five-year average levels (Figures 5 and 10, and 
Annex 2). 

• The Port-au-Prince market remains well supplied with rice due to the availability of several imported varieties such as 
Bull, Bongu, Mega, Tchako, etc. Demand remains relatively high, given that many poor households consume imported 
rice that is less expensive and more accessible than local rice. However, for some time now, insecurity in the capital city 
of Port-au-Prince has severely disrupted the functioning of the Croix des Bossales market. This situation weakened both 
supply and demand, resulting in an increase in the price of all varieties of imported rice in other urban markets that are 
supplied by the Croix des Bossales market, and whose prices serve as a reference for these secondary markets.  

• Following a period of relative stability, which began in September 2018 when prices were on average 175 Haitian 
gourdes per six pounds, the price of this cereal has increased to 200 Haitian gourdes per six pounds. This increase 
which began in January 2019, intensified from May onward (nearly 9 percent between April, May and June, i.e. 
between 244 and 266 Haitian gourdes per six pounds). In July, the average price was stable or slightly decreasing (265.5 
Haitian gourdes), and some stability was observed in August. Year-on-year (August 2018/2019) and compared to the 
five-year average, the price of this product increased, by 25 and 48 percent, respectively. This situation reflects the 
overall reduction in access to this cereal since the arrival of rival armed gangs, which has resulted in an almost near and 
total shutdown of the Croix des Bossales market. 

• The Gonaïves market is supplied with sorghum from the department’s arid and mountainous communes. Unlike rice, 
ongoing insecurity had a negative impact on the marketing and not necessarily production of sorghum in Artibonite. 
The prevalence of aphids or “Pichon” appear to be the most plausible explanation for the decline in yields for this crop 
in 2019/2020. Furthermore, trials of new resistant varieties, at the instigation of Haiti’s national brewery (BRANA), have 
not yet resulted in the much-desired recovery in sorghum production. The market is thus becoming increasingly under-
supplied, due to falling production levels and, above all, the use of sorghum in the manufacturing of Malta and the 
national beer.  Sorghum prices were stable from July 2018 to March 2019, at about 300 Haitian gourdes per six pounds. 
However, prices increased by almost 5 percent between March and April to 315 Haitian gourdes per six pounds and by 
even more between April and May (more than 10 percent, i.e. 350 HTG). The price remained stable until July and fell 
moderately in August. Prices are, however, almost 12 percent higher than their year earlier levels, a situation 
illustrated by Figure 7, not only in Artibonite but also in other regions, except for Cap Haïtien and Port-de-Paix. Prices 
are atypically above the five-year average i.e. about 75 percent higher than 2014 – 2018 average (Annex 2).  

Figure 7.    Sorghum production (MT) and prices (HTG/6lbs) map 

 

Source:  FEWS NET estimates using data from the National Food Security 
Coordination Agency (CNSA), FEWS NET and Ministry of Agriculture, Natural 

Resources and Rural Development (MARNDR), August 2019. 
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• In the case of local (TCS 10) rice, the Gonaïves market is usually supplied seasonally. It follows the three planting 
seasons and subsequent harvests each year. This market is continually supplied with local rice, except in the event of 
poor harvests. Insecurity adversely affected rice production in the Artibonite region this year. Rice-growers even fled 
the area, abandoning their farms due to the armed groups operating in the region. Consequently, there was a sharp 
decline in production, affecting supply to the Gonaïves market. Crop losses in the major rice-growing areas of 
Artibonite are estimated at about 12.3 percent compared to last year.  

• This situation, combined with the relative strengthening of the U.S. dollar against the Haitian gourde, has led to a sharp 
increase of about 11 percent in the price of this cereal since April 2019. Prices increased from 240 to 270 Haitian 
gourdes per six pounds between April and May and from 300 in June to more than 336 in July. There was a modest 4 
percent increase in prices in August, with prices exceeding 350 Haitian gourdes per six pounds. The year-on-year price 
increase (August 2018/2019) was 25 percent (Figure 6) while prices were more than 59 percent above the five-year 
average (Annex 2). 

OUTLOOK FOR STAPLE CEREALS (RICE, MAIZE, SORGHUM) FOR THE 2019/2020 MARKETING YEAR 

Seasonal forecasts 

• According to the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the United States Geological Survey (USGS) and other 
meteorological institutes, no high intensity El Niño event is expected to occur during the second half of 2019. Seasonal 
forecasts by the University of Colorado point to an average hurricane season with rainfall being below the average for 
1981–2010. 

• Furthermore, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), normal conditions are 
forecast for the first three months of 2020, suggesting there will be a normal start to the spring 2020 growing season. 

• The 2019/2020 summer (rice, maize in cold areas) and winter (maize, rice, sorghum) harvests will have below-average 
yields, based on the agroclimatic forecasts for the outlook period and the residual impact of spring season losses.  

• Sorghum crops, which will complete their growth cycle in December and January, are growing normally given their 
drought-resistant nature. However, the risk of being attacked by aphids remains high, except in the case of the non-
photoperiodic (shorter cycle) and aphid-resistant varieties.  

• Given the expectations for normal rainfall conditions from January to March 2020, the 2020/2021 growing season 
should start on time. However, it is too early to predict crop performance. 

• Harvest activities for the spring and summer/fall growing seasons and the start of the winter 2019 and spring 2020 
growing seasons will increase the demand for agricultural labor. Supply of agricultural labor may be limited as many 
workers choose to emigrate in search of better working conditions, particularly towards the Dominican Republic. 

Production and market supply outlook 

• Market supply is expected to be normal, but the availability of local products will be reduced given the poor 
performance of successive growing seasons, particularly for spring 2019. The situation will be further exacerbated 
between March and April 2020, when the lean season starts, and household stocks begin to be depleted. The staple 
food balance is expected to remain in deficit given reduced availability of local food supplies during this period.  
Imported staple food will continue to play an important role for overall supply. Local staple food prices, particularly 
maize and rice, may consequently increase further to levels well above the five-year average. On the other hand, the 
imported staple food prices will remain high but should maintain relative stability.  

• Haiti’s aggregate cereal deficit for the 2019/2020 marketing year is estimated at 42,500 MT owing to a decrease in 
overall supply, while cereal needs are expected to increase by almost 7 percent relative to the 2018/2019 marketing 
year. It is likely that imports of rice and wheat (4 percent) will not be able to compensate for the losses recorded for 
the three locally produced cereals, particularly maize and rice. However, compared to the five-year average, a food 
surplus of over 73,000 MT is projected. 

• Reduced cereal production, in the context of an increase in cereal needs, is the reason for a higher cereal deficit during 
the marketing year. The total cereal supply (production + net imports) of about 1,400,000 MT is expected to fall by 2.4 
percent compared to the previous marketing year. However, compared to the five-year average, an increase of almost 
4 percent is anticipated. This will lead, at the national level, to a decrease in the level of self-sufficiency for each 
commodity (decrease in production and increased needs), especially for rice (almost 26 percent) and maize (over 16 
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percent). The picture is slightly different when compared to the five-year average; maize is the exception where no 
changes are anticipated while self-sufficiency is expected to decrease by 9.5 percent and by almost 7 percent for rice 
and sorghum, respectively.  

• At the departmental level, once again, only the department of Artibonite is fully self-sufficient in terms of its supply of 
cereals. Indeed, the self-sufficiency ratio (SSR) in maize has been over 200 percent for four consecutive years. For local 
rice and sorghum, this ratio is even higher, at 300 percent and 500 percent, respectively (Annex 1; Tables 1 and 3). The 
Centre department is self-sufficient in maize, and even has a large surplus (SSRs greater than 100 percent); but it is still 
expected to rely on imports to cover deficits for the other two cereals. The Sud department also has a self-sufficiency 
ratio of 92 percent in maize, compared to the previous marketing year when it was over 100 percent. The Grand Anse, 
Nippes and Nord-Ouest departments have a maize self-sufficiency ratio of 70 to 86 percent. Other departments will 
rely on imports to a significant extent in order to meet their cereal needs. The Nord, Nord-Est, Ouest, Sud-Est 
departments still have the highest maize deficit levels and the lowest SSRs in cereals (Annex 1, Table 2). 

• It should also be noted that even in departments with high cereal self-sufficiency ratios, the level of self-sufficiency will 
decline significantly during the 2019/2020 marketing year and the deficit will increase further in those regions where 
self-sufficiency is below 35 percent. 

Market and price outlook 

• At the national level, staple food prices are on the rise, exacerbated mainly by political turbulence, the depreciation of 
the gourde and poor performance of the agricultural season. The evolution of staple food prices will depend on crop 
performance and the availability of imported varieties. The prices of the latter will remain high compared to the five-
year average. Moreover, the liberalization of the fuel market and the possible removal of subsidies for this highly 
strategic commodity could push staple food prices up, partly in response to an upward adjustment in transport costs. 

• On the Port-au-Prince market, price projections for the September 2019 through June 2020 period suggest relative 
price stability for imported rice, with prices trending slightly upward (Figure 8). There are expectations for a modest 
increase in September (less than 4 percent) and in June 2020 (more than 5 percent). A range of factors could influence 
the evolution of prices in this market: the current macroeconomic environment characterized by the depreciating 
HTG/USD exchange rate, increase in local staple food prices related to crop loss in most of the country’s surplus 
producing areas, and the security situation in the capital, especially in the La Saline area. In this context, during the 
projection period, rice prices will remain close to their year earlier levels, but will be significantly above the five-year 
average, even as international market points to weaker cereal prices. 

• On the Gonaïves market, price projections for the September 2019 to June 2020 period suggest that the price of local 
(TCS 10) rice will follow the same trend as last year (Figure 9). The market dynamics will be determined by the 
performance of upcoming harvests (August–November and December–March) and the price differential between local 
rice and the different imported varieties, and above all, the security situation in Artibonite. Another factor will be the 
availability of inputs (seeds, tools, fertilizers, etc.) and the level of financial support provided to farmers. The price of 
TCS 10 will remain above both the year earlier and the five-year average levels during the projection period. 

• On the Hinche market, the price of local maize is expected to follow its seasonal trend from August to November, after 
which it is expected to increase, from November to April, followed by relative stability throughout the rest of the 
projection period (Figure 10), but will remain high. Prices will maintain their upward trajectory from March to June 
2020, coinciding with the lean season. The price of maize will remain above year earlier level over the marketing year 
and will be atypically high when compared to the five-year average. 

• On the Gonaïves market, price projections for the September 2019 to June 2020 period suggest that the price of 
sorghum will be largely stable at high levels, between 300 and 350 Haitian gourdes per six pounds.  Sorghum prices are 
however expected to stay at or below their year earlier levels (September–November and May–June 2020) but should 
remain considerably higher than the five-year average (Figure 11). Additionally, the use of sorghum in the production 
of beverages such as Malta and local beer, combined with declining production, will continue to create imbalances in 
this market. 
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Figure 8.    Port-au-Prince, imported rice, retail price (HTG/6lbs) Figure 9.    Gonaïves, local rice (TCS10), retail price (HTG/6lbs) 

  

Source: FEWS NET / CNSA Source: FEWS NET / CNSA 

Figure 10.    Hinche, local maize, retail price (HTG/6lbs) Figure 11.    Gonaïves, sorghum, retail price (HTG/6lbs) 

 
 

Source: FEWS NET / CNSA Source: FEWS NET / CNSA 
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MARKET MONITORING INDICATORS DURING THE 2019/2020 MARKETING YEAR 

Reduced cereal production during the current marketing year and anomalies in some production areas (water deficit, high 
input prices, rising production costs, especially for the increasingly scarce labor supply, socio-political shocks, etc.), suggest 
unfavorable market supply and demand conditions are likely to prevail during the 2019/2020 marketing year. Furthermore, 
cereal prices will continue to trend upward. Therefore, several key indicators should be monitored throughout the 
consumption and marketing year.   

Indicator Justification 

Fluctuation of the national currency The change in the HTG/USD and HTG/Dominican peso exchange rates may 
influence import prices during the projection period. The possible increase in 
cereal prices due to the impact of the gourde exchange rate will result in 
cereals becoming less accessible. 

The final production estimate by 
MARNDR  

Significant changes in the 2018/2019 and 2019/2020 production estimates 
compared to preliminary estimates could significantly affect the country's 
cereal supply outlook.  

The performance of the 2019/2020 
summer/fall and winter harvests 

A good performance in these two growing seasons, although not significant in 
terms of contribution to national agricultural production, may increase the 
cereal supply, thus improving local availability.   

Cereal availability and prices in 
international and regional markets, 
particularly in the Dominican Republic 
and the United States 

Good availability in international markets will support relatively stable prices. 
Haiti imports 80 percent of the rice consumed in the country. In addition to 
the HTG/USD exchange rate, the domestic market price is also influenced by 
international market prices. The performance of harvests in major surplus 
producing countries will have a significant impact on prices in Haiti. 

Use of sorghum in the production of 
beverages and poultry feed 

The increase in demand for sorghum for beverages (Malta, local beer, etc.) 
and its use in poultry feed should be regularly monitored, since this could 
lead to distortions in the final consumer market. 

Local grain procurement programs Institutional (public and private) and humanitarian (cash and in-kind) 
purchases could also have an impact on the consumer market. 

The Haitian government's tariff policy An increase or decrease in tariffs on imported food can influence the import 
volume and thus the price of products on the market.  

The macroeconomic situation in the 
country 

The possible withdrawal of subsidies for petroleum products will also have an 
impact on the country's fiscal situation. Macroeconomic conditions are 
characterized by the low household purchasing power due to inflationary 
pressures and high unemployment among the labor force resulting from 
weak economic conditions. This may affect the demand for food. 

The Government's “Caravan for 
Change” strategy 

This strategy could have a significant impact on markets, with the 
development or construction of agricultural infrastructure and other roads. 

A major climate shock such as a 
hurricane, a persistent drought or the 
continuation of the socio-political crisis 
and civil insecurity 

This could lead to crop losses and thus reduce local food availability. 
Moreover, markets would be affected by both supply and physical access 
constraints.  



HAITI Supply and Market Outlook September 2019 

 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 10 
 

Annex I. SUB-NATIONAL FOOD BALANCE SHEET BY COMMODITY2 

Table 1. Rice 

Department Element 2018/19 2019/20 

5-year 
average 

(2014/15 - 

2018/19) 

2019/20 

change from 
previous year 

(%) 
 

2019/20 

Change from 
five-year 
average 

(%) 

Change 
from 

previous 
year 

 

Change from 
five-year 
average 

 
 

Artibonite Production (MT) 136,490  117,662   98,657  -14% 19% ▼ ▲ 

Artibonite Food needs (MT)  33,451   38,772   37,037  16% 5% ▲ ► 

Artibonite Self-sufficiency (%) 408% 303% 275%   ▼ ▲ 

Centre Production (MT)  844   727   615  -14% 18% ▼ ▲ 

Centre Food needs (MT)  32,629   37,820   36,128  16% 5% ▲ ► 

Centre Self-sufficiency (%) 2.59% 1.92% 1.75%   ▼ ▲ 

Grand Anse Production (MT)  201   174   126  -14% 38% ▼ ▲ 

Grand Anse Food needs (MT)  20,992   24,332   23,243  16% 5% ▲ ► 

Grand Anse Self-sufficiency (%) 0.96% 0.71% 0.54%   ▼ ▲ 

Nippes Production (MT)  4,877   4,204   3,742  -14% 12% ▼ ▲ 

Nippes Food needs (MT)  15,333   17,773   16,978  16% 5% ▲ ► 

Nippes Self-sufficiency (%) 32% 24% 23%   ▼ ► 

Nord Production (MT)  3,899   3,361   2,694  -14% 25% ▼ ▲ 

Nord Food needs (MT)  47,826   55,434   52,954  16% 5% ▲ ► 

Nord Self-sufficiency (%) 8% 6% 5%   ▼ ▲ 

Nord-Est Production (MT)  3,941   3,397   2,810  -14% 21% ▼ ▲ 

Nord-Est Food needs (MT)  34,728   40,253   38,452  16% 5% ▲ ► 

Nord-Est Self-sufficiency (%) 11% 8% 8%   ▼ ▲ 

Nord-Ouest Production (MT)  -     -     -     -     -      

Nord-Ouest Food needs (MT)  17,661   20,470   19,555  16% 5% ▲ ► 

Nord-Ouest Self-sufficiency (%)  -     -     -        

Ouest Production (MT)  1,636   1,411   1,088  -14% 30% ▼ ▲ 

Ouest Food needs (MT) 180,532  209,254   199,891  16% 5% ▲ ► 

Ouest Self-sufficiency (%) 0.91% 0.67% 0.55%   ▼ ▲ 

Sud-Est Production (MT)  43   37   29  -14% 28% ▼ ▲ 

Sud-Est Food needs (MT) 77,397   89,710   85,696  16% 5% ▲ ► 

Sud-Est Self-sufficiency (%) 0.06% 0.04% 0.03%   ▼ ▲ 

Sud Production (MT)  2,048   1,765   1,415  -14% 25% ▼ ▲ 

Sud Food needs (MT) 28,339   32,848   31,378  16% 5% ▲ ► 

Sud Self-sufficiency (%) 7.2% 5.4% 4.6%   ▼ ▲ 

 

 

 
2Data for 2018/19 and 2019/20 marketing years are FEWS NET estimates as of August 31, 2019; ► denotes a percentage change of less than or equal to 
10; ▲ denotes a percentage change of greater than 10; ▼ denotes a percentage decrease of greater than 10. 
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Table 2. Maize 

Department Element 2018/19 2019/20 

5-year average 

(2014/15 - 

2018/19) 

2019/20 

Change from 
previous year 

(%) 

 

2019/20 

Change from 
five-year 
average 

(%) 

Change 
from 

previous 
year 

 

Change from 
five-year 
average 

 

Artibonite Production (MT)  51,200   43,376   39,786  -15% 9% ▼ ► 

Artibonite Food needs (MT)  20,526   20,869   18,661  2% 12% ► ▲ 

Artibonite Self-sufficiency (%) 249% 208% 212% -17% -2% ▼ ► 

Centre Production (MT)  28,818   24,414   22,184  -15% 10% ▼ ▲ 

Centre Food needs (MT)  20,022   20,356   18,203  2% 12% ► ▲ 

Centre Self-sufficiency (%) 144% 120% 121% -17% -1% ▼ ► 

Grand Anse Production (MT)  11,587   9,816   8,806  -15% 11% ▼ ▲ 

Grand Anse Food needs (MT)  12,882   13,096   11,711  2% 12% ► ▲ 

Grand Anse Self-sufficiency (%) 90% 75% 75% -17% 0% ▼ ► 

Nippes Production (MT)  8,058   6,826   6,113  -15% 12% ▼ ▲ 

Nippes Food needs (MT)  9,409   9,566   8,554  2% 12% ► ▲ 

Nippes Self-sufficiency (%) 86% 71% 71% -17% 0% ▼ ► 

Nord Production (MT)  12,348   10,461   9,570  -15% 9% ▼ ► 

Nord Food needs (MT)  29,348   29,837   26,680  2% 12% ► ▲ 

Nord Self-sufficiency (%) 42% 35% 36% -17% -2% ▼ ► 

Nord-Est Production (MT)  5,986   5,071   4,612  -15% 10% ▼ ▲ 

Nord-Est Food needs (MT)  21,311   21,666   19,374  2% 12% ► ▲ 

Nord-Est Self-sufficiency (%) 28% 23% 24% -17% -1% ▼ ► 

Nord-Ouest Production (MT)  11,062   9,372   8,615  -15% 9% ▼ ► 

Nord-Ouest Food needs (MT)  10,837   11,018   9,852  2% 12% ► ▲ 

Nord-Ouest Self-sufficiency (%) 102% 85% 87% -17% -2% ▼ ► 

Ouest Production (MT)  36,389   30,828   27,663  -15% 11% ▼ ▲ 

Ouest Food needs (MT) 110,781  112,628   100,713  2% 12% ► ▲ 

Ouest Self-sufficiency (%) 33% 27% 27% -17% 0% ▼ ► 

Sud-Est Production (MT)  20,165   17,084   15,670  -15% 9% ▼ ► 

Sud-Est Food needs (MT)  47,494   48,285   43,177  2% 12% ► ▲ 

Sud-Est Self-sufficiency (%) 42% 35% 36% -17% -2% ▼ ▼ 

Sud Production (MT)  19,132   16,209   14,497  -15% 12% ▼ ▲ 

Sud Food needs (MT)  17,390   17,680   15,810  2% 12% ► ▲ 

Sud Self-sufficiency (%) 110% 92% 91% -17% 0% ▼ ► 
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Table 3. Sorghum 

 

 

Department 

 

 

Element 2018/19 2019/20 

5-year 
average 

(2014/15 - 

2018/19) 

2019/20 

Change from 
previous year 

(%) 

2019/20 

Change from 
five-year 
average 

(%) 

 

Change 
from 

previous 
year 

 
 

Change from 
five-year 
average 

 

Artibonite Production (MT)  34,771   34,440   37,806  -1% -9% ► ► 

Artibonite Food needs (MT)  6,226   6,226   6,214  0.00% 0.20% ► ► 

Artibonite Self-sufficiency (%) 558% 553% 609%   ► ► 

Centre Production (MT)  5,510   5,458   6,224  -1% -12 % ► ▼ 

Centre Food needs (MT)  6,073   6,073   6,061  0.00% 0.20% ► ► 

Centre Self-sufficiency (%) 91% 90% 103%   ► ▼ 

Grand Anse Production (MT)  -     -     -      ► ► 

Grand Anse Food needs (MT)  3,907   3,907   3,899  0.00% 0.20% ► ► 

Grand Anse Self-sufficiency (%)  -     -     -        

Nippes Production (MT)  13,981   13,847   14,018  -1% -1% ► ► 

Nippes Food needs (MT)  2,854   2,854   2,848  0.00% 0.20% ► ► 

Nippes Self-sufficiency (%) 490% 485% 491%   ► ► 

Nord Production (MT)  689   682   755  -1% -10% ► ▼ 

Nord Food needs (MT)  8,901   8,901   8,884  0.00% 0.20% ► ► 

Nord Self-sufficiency (%) 8% 8% 9%   ► ▼ 

Nord-Est Production (MT)  26   26   29  -1% -10% ► ▼ 

Nord-Est Food needs (MT)  6,464   6,464   6,451  0.00% 0.20% ► ► 

Nord-Est Self-sufficiency (%) 0.40% 0.40% 0.45%   ► ▼ 

Nord-Ouest Production (MT)  348   345   370  -1% -7% ► ► 

Nord-Ouest Food needs (MT)  3,287   3,287   3,281  0.00% 0.20% ► ► 

Nord-Ouest Self-sufficiency (%) 11% 10% 11%   ► ► 

Ouest Production (MT)  43,115   42,704   44,754  -1% -5% ► ► 

Ouest Food needs (MT)  33,601   33,601   33,535  0.00% 0.20% ► ► 

Ouest Self-sufficiency (%) 128% 127% 133%   ► ► 

Sud-Est Production (MT)  1,064   1,054   1,190  -1% -11% ► ▼ 

Sud-Est Food needs (MT)  14,405   14,405   14,377  0.00% 0.20% ► ► 

Sud-Est Self-sufficiency (%) 7% 7% 8%   ► ▼ 

Sud Production (MT)  5,495   5,443   6,054  -1% -10% ► ▼ 

Sud Food needs (MT)  5,275   5,275   5,264  0.00% 0.20% ► ► 

Sud Self-sufficiency (%) 104% 103% 115%   ► ▼ 
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Annex II. PRODUCTION MAPS AND PRICES COMPARED TO THE FIVE-YEAR AVERAGE 

FOR MAIZE, RICE AND SORGHUM 

Local maize production (MT) and price (HTG/6lbs) map Local rice (TCS 10) production (MT) and price (HTG/6lbs) map 

  

Sorghum production (MT) and prices (HTG/6lbs) map  

 

 

Source: FEWS NET estimates using data from the National Food Security Coordination Agency (CNSA), FEWS NET and Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and 

Rural Development (MARNDR), August 2019. 
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