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HAITI Food Security Outlook July through December 2010 

Key Messages 

• Food security conditions in most departments are 
steadily improving. Regional markets are well-stocked 
with crops and food prices are trending downwards. 
This downward trend in prices is largely attributable 
to the beginning of the spring harvest and falling 
international market prices for grain. Demand for 
labor has been stable thanks to new job creation in 
May and June. As a result, the size of the food-
insecure population is down, particularly on the 
western tip of the northern peninsula, in the 
southwest, and in areas hit by the earthquake. 

• In general, early harvests on the southern peninsula 
have been good. With ongoing harvests continuing 
into August, food availability should steadily improve 
between now and September, lowering food 
insecurity levels. However, heavy rains during the 
hurricane season could lead to flooding and damage 
to transportation infrastructure, resulting in losses of 
assets and income and resulting in the deterioration of health conditions. Thus, the size of the food-insecure 
population is expected to increase, particularly between October and December.   

• Food security conditions in the Port-au-Prince metropolitan area are improving. This trend should continue over the 
next two months with an increase in business activity, cash-for-work programs, the smooth operation of ports, the 
normalization of imports, and better food availability in local markets. However, a large share of the population (1.6 
million people) are still living in make-shift shelters and expected rains and storms beginning in September in this urban 
area could damage these structures, causing households to suffer physical losses, and weaken health conditions. Thus, 
there will be a deterioration in the food security situation of high-risk households between October and December. 
Moreover, violent demonstrations in the weeks leading up to the general elections in or around October could slow 
business activity, swelling the ranks of the country’s food-insecure population. 

 

Seasonal Calendar and Critical Events Timeline 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Figure 1. Current food security map July 2010 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity Scale, please 
see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 

http://www.fews.net/Haiti�
http://www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale�
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Most likely scenario for July through 
December 2010 

The size of the food-insecure population will steadily 
decrease between now and the end of August to its 
lowest level of the year, driven by good crop 
performance for the spring growing season, lower 
international market prices for grain passed through 
to prices in domestic markets, and job creation in 
labor-intensive industries. 
 
There was very little rain early in the growing 
season, followed by copious amounts of rainfall by 
the middle of the season. With good rainfall 
conditions expected over the next few months and 
the large availability of farm inputs, there should be 
a good harvest in August, and planting activities in 
the wet mountain areas should go well. Most corn-
producing areas are expecting a very good corn 
harvest. This year’s good rainy season has also been 
beneficial for other crops such as bananas, yams, 
breadfruit, and citrus fruits. 
 
On the other hand, the poor bean harvests in certain 
wet mountain areas on the southern peninsula are 
attributable to excess rainfall. Conditions on the 
western tip of the northern peninsula are 
completely different, where harvests are also 
expected to be poor in this drought-prone area, 
particularly in the municipalities of Bombardopolis, 
Baie de Henne, and Anse-Rouge. The same goes for 
the Gonaïves region which was hit first by drought 
and followed by flooding, with both events being 
instrumental in reducing food availability. All 
departments are expecting good harvests, except in 
certain localized areas such as the far west, the 
upper Artibonite, and small pockets in wet mountain 
areas. 
 
Food availability in local markets has clearly 
improved with the beginning of the harvest of spring 
crops, which will continue into August, and should 
remain good up until October. Thus, prices should 
stay relatively low into October, at which point they 
should level off with shipments of fresh crops from wet mountain areas and irrigated plain areas, bolstering food availability 
until the end of December. Farm workers in rural areas with good crop production potential, such as the Les Cayes plain 
area, the Artibonite Valley, the Northern Plains, and wet mountain areas, will benefit from harvesting and planting activities 
in these areas in July/August and October/December, respectively, which are their basic source of income. 
 
This year’s hurricane season is expected to be an extremely active one. According to coinciding forecasts by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and Colorado State University (CSU), the number of tropical storms and 
hurricanes making landfall in 2010 will be well above-average. CSU’s Tropical Meteorology Project is predicting five major 
hurricanes, compared with a yearly average of 2.3. However, with virtually all parts of the country highly vulnerable to 
heavy rains, even tropical storms could create moderate levels of food insecurity in affected areas. One or more hurricanes 
would have severe effects on the agricultural sector, destroying crops, killing livestock, and damaging homes. Rising levels 

Figure 3. Most likely food security scenario for July through 
September 2010 

 

Source: FEWS NET 

Figure 4. Most likely food security scenario for October through 
December 2010 

 

Source: FEWS NET 
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of food insecurity are expected between October and December in the southern peninsula, Port-au-Prince metropolitan 
area, upper Artibonite, and western tip of the northern peninsula, due, in large part, to meteorological shocks. 
 
In sum, the following assumptions are based on available data to date. There will be a good harvest in July and August, and 
a good availability of farm inputs for the bean-growing season in wet mountain areas and for rice-farming activities in the 
Artibonite Valley. Labor-intensive works will be undertaken in earthquake-damaged areas and the northwest. Foreign 
remittances will be stepped up with the beginning of the new school year in September and during the year-end holiday 
season in December. There will be a number of tropical storms and flooding in low-lying areas of the Artibonite, Western, 
and Southern departments. Food supplies and personal hygiene kits will be pre-positioned in areas especially vulnerable to 
heavy rains. Lastly, there will be violent demonstrations in large urban areas in the weeks leading up to the elections 
between October and December. The most likely food security scenarios for the southern peninsula and Port-au-Prince 
metropolitan area outlined below are grounded in these assumptions. 
 
Southern Peninsula 
In general, right now, there is good food availability on the Southern Peninsula. The spring growing season got off to a 
somewhat late start due to the abnormally light rainfall activity at the beginning of the rainy season. However, rainfall 
conditions turned around in the middle of the season, with wet mountain areas actually getting excessive amounts of rain 
causing large losses of bean crops in the Southeastern and Southern departments. Corn production is expected to be very 
good and comparable to last year, with prices already decreasing significantly in certain municipalities in this region. For 
example, the price of a six-pound bag of corn selling for 50 gourdes in Camp-Perin in June was down to between 25 and 30 
gourdes by the beginning of July even though the harvest had barely started. Rice production in Torbeck has nearly doubled 
this year, with 4000 hectares of land planted in crops thanks to the public works carried out by the Ministry of Agriculture 
and its partners in this municipality. Other crops such as plantains and breadfruit also benefited from the abundant rainfall 
in this area and this should go a long way towards improving food availability. Markets are very well stocked with a variety 
of commodities. In addition to farming activities providing work for members of very poor households, construction work 
on the Les Cayes-Jérémie road is also creating well-paid jobs. This should significantly reduce the size of the area’s food-
insecure population, particularly in the case of poor area residents obtaining employment harvesting crops and working on 
road construction crews. 
 
According to NOAA forecasts, there is a 70 percent probability of the Caribbean area being struck by 14 to 23 tropical 
storms and 8 to 14 hurricanes, including three to seven major hurricanes. The mountainous terrain, deforestation, and 
erosion problems have made Haiti extremely vulnerable to damage from tropical storms, not to mention hurricane damage. 
Due to its geographic location, the country’s southern peninsula is particularly exposed to these climatic phenomena. The 
hurricanes striking Haiti in 2008 destroyed more than 10 percent of its crops and damaged road infrastructure, isolating 
mountain areas in the southeast, heightening levels of child malnutrition in Baie d’Orange. 
 
While the southern peninsula is vulnerable to damage from tropical storms of even moderate intensity, their effects on 
food availability and food access should be minor. Heavy rains could damage roads and cause landslides and cave-ins, 
limiting the circulation of commodities and reducing the availability of imported foodstuffs, or preventing traders from 
getting local crops to regional markets or markets in Port-au-Prince. Flooding in plain areas will destroy crops and food 
stores, and will kill livestock. Growing crops in marginal lands, particularly by the poor, heightens the vulnerability of 
farming activities. Remote areas or areas with degraded soils will be hardest hit by these storms, which could have a major 
effect on food security levels. 
 
By destroying crops and homes, killing animals, or closing roads to motor vehicle traffic, these shocks affect all drivers of 
food security. Crops destroyed by floods contribute to a decrease in food availability. The closing of roads will tighten 
market supplies. Farming families will have fewer crops at their disposal, and there will be fewer jobs in agriculture for very 
poor household members. Money set aside for purchasing food supplies will be used to rebuild homes or to buy productive 
assets destroyed by these shocks, in turn, curtailing food access. Food use will be seriously undermined by contaminated 
drinking water and diarrhea. 
 
Depending on the surrounding environment, household coping strategies may vary from one livelihood zone to another. In 
general, households will begin by cutting back their number of daily meals or will eat less nutritious foods. Households in 
fishing areas along the southern coast, for example, will increase their fishing activities, catching fish which have not yet 
physically matured which, in time, will affect production.   
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Charcoal production will be increased and more trees will be felled in dry farming areas, and households in livestock-raising 
areas will sell their youngest animals at low prices or, in some cases, harvest their crops prematurely. Another income-
generating option for poor residents of the country’s southern peninsula is labor migration to Port-au-Prince. 
 
Outside stakeholders will help by making food available to affected populations. Cash-for-work or food-for-work programs 
will be planned and implemented to help households improve their situation. New job creation will encourage food 
importers to increase their volume of imports to fill the food gap. 
 
The food security situation is expected to improve during the harvesting period in July and August, significantly reducing the 
ranks of the food-insecure. Conditions could begin to deteriorate as of September-October in the face of expected shocks, 
which will likely reduce food availability and increase food prices and the size of the food-insecure population. 
 
Port-au-Prince Metropolitan Area 
The food security situation in the Port-au-Prince metropolitan areas has greatly improved since the date of the earthquake. 
Port and airport facilities are being repaired and are operating at full capacity, facilitating imports of food products and 
other common consumer goods. The good rainy season in most crop-producing areas increased food availability in 
domestic markets. Prices for most staple foodstuffs have been stable or trending downwards. This downswing in prices is 
due, in part, to international market prices for imports and, in part, to the good performance of the spring growing season 
in certain parts of the country such as the north and the south. The price of imported rice in the Croix-des-Bossales market, 
for example, where rice is the main staple of the local diet, went from 150 gourdes after the earthquake down to 115 
gourdes or, in other words, to below its pre-earthquake price on January 12th. International market prices for grain and the 
good performance of the spring season in most parts of the country explain the drop in food prices. Thanks to the many 
jobs created with the help of the international community, thousands of men, women, and youths have been able to earn 
an income and improve their food access. 
 
Despite good food availability, the metropolitan area is a scene of utter devastation. It was severely damaged by the 
January 12th quake, which completely changed its appearance. The destruction and damage to area homes is legendary.  
Many rubbish-strewn streets in the capital are impassable, and numerous drainage ditches are clogged with debris from 
buildings destroyed by the quake. Some 1.6 million residents are packed into tents, under conditions which are steadily 
deteriorating after the recent rains and winds which destroyed tents in certain camps like Corail in the northern part of the 
city. This is a real concern in the middle of the hurricane season, raising fears of a further deterioration in living conditions 
throughout the entire metropolitan area. 
 
The unusually large number of tropical storms expected during this year’s hurricane season (up until November) could 
mean more damage to the capital from heavy rains. A combination of heavy rains and strong winds would trigger landslides 
and flooding, destroy transportation infrastructure and shelters in IDP camps, and cause physical losses (losses of food 
reserves and, in particular, of essential non-food commodities) and, more importantly, losses of human lives. Debris and 
backfill from homes destroyed by the earthquake are blocking many roads and obstructing numerous drainage ditches, 
heightening the risk of flooding from heavy rains. These losses and damage will lead to a slowdown in business activity in 
general and, in particular, in the food trade, including losses of income, transportation facilities,  productive assets, shelters, 
and savings (in the form of real assets or temporary shelters), undermining the ability of affected households to buy food or 
pay for the cost of health care. 
 
In addition to the risk of a natural disaster, the upcoming elections continue to pose a serious threat to the Haitian 
population. The political and social situation could deteriorate between October and December in the face of the upcoming 
general elections, with the entire electoral process being contested in advance. The deterioration in the political and social 
climate in Haiti is likely to give rise to violent demonstrations, particularly in the Port-au-Prince area, which could slow 
down, if not completely disrupt, business activity, as was the case between 2001 and 2003 following the contestation of the 
2000 elections. This slump in business activity (rising transportation costs and heightened civil security threats) would 
trigger price increases across-the-board and an erosion in household income, particularly that of poor households, most of 
whom make their living from the informal sector and who will be forced to stop doing business on the streets of the capital 
as a result of the demonstrations and violence. This, in turn, will curtail their food access and could increase the alienation 
of this segment of the population. 
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Natural disasters and law enforcement problems could also limit the activities of humanitarian organizations focusing on 
nutrition problems. 
 
The good performance of the spring growing season should mean good food availability on markets in the Port-au-Prince 
metropolitan area for the next few months, with prices trending downwards. Thus, the food security situation will steadily 
improve between July and September, with smaller numbers of households unable to meet their food needs and less 
severe food insecurity problems. However, this trend could easily reverse itself as of the end of September in the face of 
tropical storms and the deterioration in the political and social climate in the weeks leading up to, and following, the 
elections, in which case food prices will rise and the incomes of poor households in slum areas, squatter settlements, and 
IDP camps will fall, curtailing their food access. 
 
Events liable to affect the most likely food security scenario 
Haiti is extremely vulnerable to hurricane damage, and one or more hurricanes would seriously affect food security. This is 
especially true this year with the damage already caused by the January 12th earthquake. Households are still trying to 
recover from the shock to their livelihoods, their social networks, and their housing stock. Basic services are slowly being 
restored and damaged infrastructure is still in the process of being repaired. Moreover, some 1.6 million people are still 
living in camps vulnerable to flood damage and to damage from landslides and strong winds, exposed to poor health and 
sanitation conditions. Other areas vulnerable to damage from tropical storms and hurricanes include the southern 
peninsula and the Western and Artibonite departments. The severe deforestation in these areas makes them especially 
vulnerable to flooding and wind damage. Furthermore, though the harvest of spring crops in July and August should 
improve food security conditions in many parts of the country, major atmospheric disturbances could damage these crops. 
 
Historically, the southern peninsula is most likely to be struck by tropical storms and hurricanes. It also has one of the most 
fragile environments. In the event of a hurricane, large numbers of households are put at risk.  For example, losses of crops 
and livestock on the southern peninsula in the aftermath of a hurricane will erode household purchasing power, prompting 
household members to migrate to more hospitable areas in search of jobs and business opportunities. 
 

Table 1. Less likely events over the next six months that could change the above scenarios. 

Geographic area Events Impact on food security 

Nationwide Major hurricane(s). Very large numbers of household breadwinners would 
be killed, particularly on the southern peninsula, in the 
Port-au-Prince metropolitan area, and in the 
Artibonite. Surviving household members would be 
highly food-insecure or dependent on humanitarian 
aid. 

Northern and 
Artibonite 
departments 

Farm inputs are available and accessible 
to most farmers. With a very good 
distribution of rainfall and no losses from 
flooding or winds upturning field crops, 
there is a very good harvest (of rice in 
irrigated plain areas; sorghum and 
pigeon peas in plateau areas; and beans 
and vegetables in wet mountain areas). 

Extremely good food availability in high-consumption 
areas and areas struck by hurricanes. Ongoing cash-
for-work activities would provide jobs and ensure food 
access for household members, helping to reduce the 
number of food-insecure in distressed areas. 

Port-au-Prince 
metropolitan area  

The government helps relocate 
households in the most vulnerable camps 
before the area is struck by any tropical 
storms and hurricanes. 

Any physical losses and losses of human lives would be 
minimized, and households could put their resources 
into buying larger quantities of better-quality foods. 

 


