
   
  

 

                     

   

    

   

           

         

     

 

      

 

   

 
      

        
           

           
 

 
 

        
       

        
          

          
        

  
 

            
           
       

         
       

     
         

         
 

 

   
 

         
         

          
         

         
      

        
               

 
 

       
                

             
               

              
                    

    
 

 

    

 
   

  

    

 
   

     

    

MARNDR/CNSA 

HAITI: Food Security Outlook Update August 2011 

Effects of the drought, the cholera outbreak, and high prices on food security 

Poor households in the Northwest, the Port-au-Prince 
metropolitan area (in shantytowns and IDP camps), and the 
Northeast are, at best, in IPC Phase 2 (stressed) and could stay 
that way through the end of December. The main causes are 
the drought conditions in certain parts of the country, the poor 
spring harvest, and high prices. 

The cholera outbreak will continue to affect food security 
conditions across the country over the next few months. 
According to the Ministry of Public Health, there were 419,511 
reported cases of cholera as of the beginning of August. There 
was a slight lull in cholera cases in the early part of August, but 
the outbreak could flare-up again during the rainy season, 
between now and November. 

Prices for certain imported food crops such as rice and corn 
are on the rise on markets in Port-au-Prince and other parts of 
the country. The depreciation of the local currency (from 40.75 
to 41 gourdes per U.S. dollar) and the rise in international 
market prices for rice could magnify hikes in prices for 
imported crops between now and December or thereabouts. 
Given the role of these crops in the household’s basket of 
goods, this will only serve to help erode the purchasing power 
of poor households, affecting their food security. 

Updated food security outlook through December 
2011 
In general, nearly all parts of the country are still reporting poor 
harvests of spring crops in the aftermath of the drought conditions 
in these areas between March and June, resulting in a poor 
availability of locally grown food crops compared with the last five 
years. The hardest hit areas, including the Southeast (Cotes de Fer, 
Grand-Gosier, and Anse-à-Pitres), the Northwest (Baie de Henne 
and Bombardopolis), the North (Bahon, Pignon, and Ranquitte), 

Figure 1. Estimated food security outcomes, 

August - September 2011 

Source : FEWS NET 

Figure 2. Estimated food security outcomes, 

October - December 2011 

Source: FEWS NET 
For more information on the IPC Acute Food Insecurity 

Reference Table, please see : www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 

and the Northeast (Ferrier, Fort Liberté, Terrier-Rouge, and Caracol) departments, will soon be feeling the effects, 
particularly in August and September. 

However, with the late planting of crops in June and July, many parts of the country can look forward to unplanned harvests 
not normally expected. Actually, these are harvests of spring crops delayed by the late start of the rains. Corn crops are 
currently being harvested across the area south of Port-au-Prince, extending as far as the tip of the Southern peninsula. 
Corn crops in the upper Artibonite and the High Central Plateau should be ready for harvesting in September. However, 
certain parts of the High Central Plateau and the Northeast did not get sufficient rainfall in July and early August, which will 
mean small harvests of late-planted crops in these areas. Though affected by the heavy July rains, bean crops in the 
municipalities of Terre-Neuve, Marmelade, and Gros-Morne are also ready for harvesting. 

This report is an update of the Food Security Outlook published in July 2011 assessing food security conditions in Haiti through the end of December of 2011. 

FEWS NET Haiti FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity. The authors’ views expressed in this 

publication do not necessarily reflect the view of the United States Agency for 

International Development or the United States Government. 
Tel: (509) 3454 6928 

Joseph Alix jalix@fews.net 

http://www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale
mailto:jalix@fews.net


       

 

  

 

 

                 
               

                  
                   

               
                  

                     
       

 
         

    
        
      

       
         

       
       

      
         

     
        

           
        

                 
              

         
 

               
               

              
               

                 
                
               
                  

        
 

              
               

                 
                  

                   
           

               
    

 
              

              
            

               
              

              
                   

             
               

  

   

       

HAITI Food Security Outlook Update August 2011 

Prices for locally grown food crops like corn are falling in the southern part of the country, which had a somewhat 
successful spring harvest. In the Les Cayes region, for example, which is considered one of the country’s largest corn-
producing areas, the price of a six-pound sack of corn went from 68 gourdes in July down to 50 gourdes by the beginning of 
August. Prices for black beans are falling in the Gonaïves area, but are rising in the Les Cayes and Grand-Anse areas with 
ongoing planting activities in wet mountain areas. Prices for imported crops such as rice and corn are rising on most 
markets around the country. These rising prices are a reflection of trends in world market prices for these crops and of the 
reduction in the volume of imports. As the mainstay of the Haitian diet, a continuation of the current upward trend in the 
price of rice could heighten food insecurity levels around the country over the next few months. 

These increases in prices for rice and other staples such as Figure 3. Trends in remittances as of June 2011 
sugar are steadily eroding the purchasing power of poor 
households. According to the Haitian Bureau of Statistics and 
Information Technology, after sliding for the past year, the 
inflation rate is now approaching 10 percent. Moreover, the 
value of the Haitian gourde vis-à-vis the U.S. dollar has been 
depreciated, which will raise the cost of imports in general 
and imported foodstuffs in particular, which cover 
approximately 50 percent of household food needs. 
However, at the same time, this trend is also increasing the 
nominal value of incoming migrant remittances, which 
jumped from US$80 million in June of last year to US$88 
million in June of this year, which is a nine percent increase 
(Figure 3). In line with the current trend, the value of 
remittances is expected to continue to outstrip figures for last year between now and the end of the outlook period. The 
drop in the international market price of oil is another factor working in favor of the Haitian population. The juxtaposition 
of these factors will most likely stabilize prices over the next five months. 

However, in addition to the high prices of staple foodstuffs, poor households will also be coping with the cholera outbreak 
throughout the month of August and, most likely, through the end of December, particularly in the Artibonite, the Central 
Plateau region, the Port-au-Prince metropolitan area, the Northwest, the Southeast, and in remote areas of the country 
without adequate sanitation infrastructure. The latest figures released by the Ministry of Public Health put the number of 
cholera cases since the onset of the outbreak at 419,511 as of the beginning of August. The expected pick-up in rainfall 
activity between August and the beginning of November will create conditions even more conducive to the spread of 
cholera. Moreover, the period between August and October is also the height of the hurricane season. Besides causing 
damage to infrastructure and crops, hurricanes can also contribute to the rapid spread of cholera. Thus, the prospect of a 
deterioration in the food security of poor households in affected areas is a real concern. 

In addition to these natural phenomena with potential catastrophic effects on the food security of poor households, the 
political situation is also an important consideration. More than three months after the inauguration of the new president, 
there is still no new government in place to handle the nation’s affairs, which is not helping to create conducive conditions 
for investment and the creation of new long-term jobs. There are no policies being crafted to help those farmers who lost 
most of their spring crops, even with the delay in the spring harvest in certain areas. Moreover, in the absence of any 
information on the government’s intentions of providing educational assistance, poor households accustomed to receiving 
government grants to enable them to buy textbooks and other school supplies are uncertain what to do about the 
beginning of the new school year, which has been pushed back to October. 

These adverse conditions have helped keep large numbers of households food-insecure. Most of the country’s food-
insecure population is concentrated on the Northwest peninsula (in Anse-Rouge, Baie de Henne, and Bombardopolis), in 
the Port-au-Prince metropolitan area (in Cité Soleil, Martissant, and IDP camps scattered across the metropolitan area), in 
the Southeast (in Cotes-de-Fer, Anse-à-Pitre, and Grand-Gosier), in the North (in Pignon, Ranquitte, and Bahon), and in 
certain municipalities in the Northeast (Caracol, Terrier-Rouge, and Fort Liberté). Very poor and poor households in the far 
western reaches of the Northwest department will be in IPC Phase 3 (crisis) in August and September. Other very poor and 
poor households in the Northeast, the capital area (in shantytowns and camps), and many other parts of the country will be 
in IPC Phase 2 (stressed) between August and September. Their situation should improve by the beginning of October once 
the harvest is brought in, assuming that farmers are able to successfully plant summer crops and that the country is not hit 
by any hurricanes. 

Source: Bank of the Republic of Haiti 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 2 
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Port-au-Prince metropolitan area (shantytowns and Figure 4. Trends in staple food prices in Port-au-Prince 
camps) Source: FEWS NET/CNSA 

Approximately 600,000 people are living in tents, most of 
whom appear incapable of changing their current housing 
situation, even after the current outlook period. The rainy 
season is making living conditions in camps and shantytowns 
extremely difficult. Flooding threats and the hazards posed by 
a spreading cholera epidemic in these areas could be 
detrimental to the food security of poor households. In 
addition, the political crisis unleashed by the 2010-2011 
elections is polarizing public opinion, which could cause unrest 

and mean lost days of work and lower incomes for the poor. Key: Riz importé = Imported rice, Haricot = beans, Sucre = sugar. 
Forced to buy their food supplies on the market, the public is 
noticing the high prices of staple foodstuffs which, for the most part, are higher than at the same time last year. The price 
of imported rice, for example, the mainstay of the local diet, went from 100 gourdes in May to 120 gourdes by the 
beginning of August (Figure 4), which puts it approximately 16 percent above August 2010 prices. Poor residents of Cité 
Soleil and Matissant will remain in IPC Phase 3 (crisis) between August and September, but should be back in IPC Phase 2 
(stressed) between October and December. 

Northwest 
The crops planted late in the season, in June, in municipalities in the far western reaches of this department look promising. 
Harvests in these areas should get underway sometime in or around the middle of September. The stubborn drought 
affecting the three last growing seasons and the failure of their crops will keep poor households in the municipalities of Baie 
de Henne and Bombardopolis in IPC Phase 3 (crisis) in August and September. Conditions should improve between October 
and December, putting this group of households in IPC Phase 2. Conditions in the eastern part of the department, though 
much better, are still poorer than usual. 

Northeast 
Rainfall in wet mountain areas has helped spur crop growth and development, while crops in Ferrié, Fort Liberté (except on 
the Maribaroux plains), Terrier Rouge, Caracol, and Trou-du-Nord have failed due to the drought conditions in these areas, 
prolonging the lean season, which generally ends in June. With the rising levels of rivers and lagoons, rice crops planted in 
July in single-cropped plain areas are growing well. Prices are stable, though higher than in July of last year. Most poor 
households will remain in IPC Phase 2 (stressed) in August and September. Expected harvests in wet mountain areas could 
mean a slight improvement in conditions between October and December. The area’s proximity to the Dominican Republic 
provides thousands of people crossing back and forth between the two countries with job opportunities and casual income 
on market days (Mondays and Fridays). 

North 
Virtually the entire northern region has been affected by the drought which delayed the start of the spring planting season, 
which eventually got underway in June with the onset of the rains. Well-known arid areas like Bahon, Ranquitte, and 
Pignon were hit especially hard. Poor residents of these areas are traveling to the Dominican Republic or the municipalities 
of Quartier Morin and Limonade in search of work. Most poor households are in IPC Phase 3 (crisis), but their food security 
situation should improve with upcoming harvests of corn and sorghum crops between late September and October, putting 
them in IPC Phase 2 between October and December. 

Southeast 
The Southeastern region also suffered from drought conditions during the planting season between March and June. Most 
crop-producing areas are estimating losses of corn and bean crops at approximately 50 percent. Grand-Gosier, Anse-à-
Pitres, and Cotes-de-Fer are the hardest hit municipalities. Bean crops are the main source of income for farmers in Anse-à-
Pitres and Grand-Gosier. Losses of these crops, estimated at over 30 percent in both municipalities, are limiting the access 
of poor households to staple foodstuffs. The Cotes-de-Fer area was also hit by Hurricane Emily, which damaged fruit-
bearing trees (avocado and breadfruit trees). Poor households in these municipalities will be in IPC Phase 3 (crisis) in 
August and September, but could see an improvement in their situation between October and December with the bean 
harvest and harvests of other crops planted in July and August in Belle-Anse and Anse-à-Pitres, provided the area is not hit 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 3 
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by any hurricanes. However, the state of crisis in Cotes-de-Fer will continue through the end of December, which is when 
the harvest of sorghum and pigeon pea crops is expected to get underway. 

Seasonal calendar and timeline of critical events 

Source: FEWS NET 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 4 


