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GUATEMALA Food Security Outlook Update  June 2013 
 

The Primera growing season for staple grain crops is underway throughout the country  
 

KEY MESSAGES 
 

 Seasonal prices for staple grains have started to rise with the 
end of the second production cycle. However, they are still 
low enough to partially offset the loss of purchasing power 
by households affected by the coffee rust outbreak and crop 
losses from last year’s extended dry spell. 

 With the rainy season already established early in June, the 
Primera growing season is underway all across the country. 

 There will be Minimal acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 1) 
throughout the country between now and September. The 
only exception are households in temperate highland areas 
suffering crop losses from last year’s extended dry spell, 
which will continue to face Stressed food security outcomes 
(IPC Phase 2) until the next harvest at the end of the year. 

 

CURRENT SITUATION 
 
 According to recent reports by the Ministry of Food, 

Agriculture, and Livestock-Raising (MAGA), wholesale prices 
for white maize are increasing in line with normal seasonal 
trends. The end of the Postrera harvest crops in the 
northern and southern reaches of the country is reducing 
the flow of grain to domestic markets. Movements in black 
bean prices are following a similar pattern to that of maize. 
With the good harvest at the beginning of this year, maize 
prices are at a five-year low. These low prices over the last 
few months have helped partially offset the loss of 
purchasing power by the households of agricultural laborers 
and small-scale coffee growers affected by the coffee rust 
outbreak. The seasonal rise in prices is expected to continue 
through August/September, until the harvest of Primera 
crops. 
 

 With the seasonal reduction in domestic grain supplies, 
including supplies of both maize and beans, there could be a visible presence of imports from Mexico, China, Argentina, 
or Chile for the next few months, specifically imports of black beans in the case of the latter three countries. The 
marketing of these crops regulates domestic market dynamics by boosting supply during the low production period for 
local crops. 

 According to updated field reports as of June 9 by FAO on the status of household reserves of staple grain crops, maize 
reserves in surplus areas were holding up, with seasonal reductions in reserves in the east and west. On the other 
hand, bean reserves were down in virtually all parts of the country with the end of the second harvest cycle, in line with 
normal seasonal trends. The dwindling reserves of both crops between now and the next harvest in August/September 
will make households dependent on market purchases. 

Figure 1. Current food security outcomes for June 

2013 
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Figure 2. Projected food security outcomes for July 

through September 2013 
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These maps show relevant acute food insecurity outcomes for 
emergency decision-making. They do not necessarily reflect chronic 
food insecurity. For more information on this scale, visit: 

www.fews.net/foodinsecurityscale. 

http://www.fews.net/foodinsecurityscale
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 The normalization of rainfall conditions in the last ten days of May reduced rainfall deficits in parts of the dry corridor 
in both the east and the west. With the rainy season well established, planting activities for Primera crops are 
underway in just about all parts of the country. The heavy rains at the end of May caused localized flooding and minor 
losses of staple grain and market garden crops in the northern part of the country. The forecast for normal to above-
normal rainfall for the month of June has held up. The combination of rainy weather and high temperatures is creating 
conditions conducive to the development of Tar Spot disease and infestations of crop pests such as fall armyworms in 
fields of maize crops. There are already reports of Tar Spot disease hitting crops in parts of Quiché, Petén, and 
Huehuetenango Departments, though it has not yet caused too much damage. Under the conditions described above, 
it is highly likely that the disease will spread, though the extent of the resulting damage will depend on the 
developmental stage of affected crops at the time of the infestation.  

 The hurricane season in both the Atlantic and the Pacific has already begun. So far, Guatemala has not been directly 
impacted by any hurricane activity. The latest forecasts by various specialized agencies are still predicting an extremely 
active 2013 hurricane season in the Atlantic, though there is no way of establishing the probability of the country 
suffering a direct hit. 

 The government is planning to implement its cash transfer strategy for migrant populations through community-
based temporary job creation programs (GETCo) beginning as of July and running through November. The Ministry of 
Social Development and the Department of Food and Nutritional Security are planning to assist 40,832 families 
affected by few employment options due to the coffee rust outbreak. 

 

UPDATED ASSUMPTIONS 
 

The current situation has not affected the assumptions used by FEWS NET in establishing the most likely food security 
scenario for the period from April through September 2013. A full discussion of this scenario can be found in the Food 
Security Outlook for April through September 2013. 

 

PROJECTED OUTLOOK THROUGH SEPTEMBER 2013 
 

 In line with normal seasonal trends, the onset of the yearly lean season will be accompanied by a steady deterioration 
in food security outcomes until the harvest of Primera crops in August/September. However, this deterioration in 
conditions should not produce any major changes in the IPC classification of acute food insecurity, according to which 
virtually all parts of the country should remain in Minimal acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 1).  

 Conditions in areas suffering crop losses from last year’s extended dry spell are an exception, which will continue to be 
classified as Stressed (IPC Phase 2) until the next harvest at the end of the year. The current outlook period will be 
marked by the depletion of grain reserves from the last harvest, limited employment options with the end of the peak 
demand period for unskilled labor, and a seasonal rise in staple grain prices at the very time when very poor and poor 
households are most dependent on market purchases. However, the coping strategies normally employed by this 
group of households such as the sale of small animals, the gathering of wild plant foods, etc. should help offset 
seasonal food and income gaps. 

 

SEASONAL CALENDAR FOR A TYPICAL YEAR 
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