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Slight Reduction of Rainfall across West Africa while Seasonal Rains Continued over Eastern Africa

1
12

3
41. The onset of the rainy 

season was delayed 
by more than four weeks 
across southeastern Sudan, 
northwestern Ethiopia, and southern Eritrea. This 
has delayed planting, reduced planting areas, and 
negatively impacted crops across the region. Though an 
increase in rainfall has been observed since the beginning 
of August, seasonal rainfall deficits have persisted. Light 
to moderate rains are forecast during the next outlook 
period, likely maintaining season to-date moisture deficits.

2. Frequent and above-average rains over the past several 
weeks have resulted in large rainfall surpluses across far 
western West Africa. Additional heavy rains are forecast 
across Guinea Conakry and southern Mali during the next 
outlook period. This could trigger new flooding and exacerbate 
ground conditions over many areas.

3. Since June, an insufficient and poorly-distributed rainfall has led 
to growing rainfall deficits across the Gulf of Guinea countries. The 
resulting dryness has reduced maize yields in Ghana and southern Togo and affected maize crops in southernmost Nigeria. 
Increased rains are expected during the next week, although they may not be sufficient to eliminate accumulated moisture 
deficits.

4. Consistent, heavy rains since mid-July have caused flooding, resulting in fatalities, infrastructure damages, and displaced 
people in many local areas of north-central Ethiopia, including the Oromia, North and South Wollo, North Shoa, and Gonder 
regions. In Sudan, the heavy rains since early August and continuing abundant rains over highland Ethiopia, which have led 
to inundation and further increased river water levels elevate the potentials for flooding over the Blue Nile, Kassala, Sinar, 
Khartoum, El Gazeira, and River Nile states.
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ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate 
at this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Temperatures:
During the past week, temperatures averaged near 
normal across Central Asia with small anomalies 
(2 oC or less) observed. Temperatures are expected 
to average slightly above normal across the 
region during the next week. Extreme maximum 
temperatures are forecast to range from the mid 
20s (oC) across northern Kazakhstan to near 40 oC in 
southwest Afghanistan. Minimum temperatures are 
expected to fall below 5 oC in the coldest locations 
of northeast Kazakhstan which is typical during the 
beginning of September. 

Precipitation:
Light rain (8 mm or less) fell across northern 
Kazakhstan from August 18 - 24 as precipitation 
typically decreases during the latter half of August. 
The Indian monsoon was weaker than normal 
during the past week with much lighter rainfall 
amounts observed across northern Pakistan. Dry weather is expected to prevail across most of Central Asia, but moderate 
to locally heavy rain (more than 50 mm) is forecast for northeast Kazakhstan on August 29 and 30. No flooding is expected to 
accompany this rainfall.

1. Since mid-July, weaker seasonal rainfall and 
dry spells have led to developing moisture 
deficits throughout the higher elevations in 
central Guatemala.

2. Despite frequent daily precipitation, lower 
than average rainfall totals since July may 
lead to deteriorating ground conditions for 
some local areas in eastern Honduras and 
Nicaragua.

3. Since June, poorly distributed and low rainfall totals have already 
negatively impacted developing crops in the Sud and Sud-Est 
departments of Haiti. Increased rainfall is expected in the region for 
upcoming week. 

4. Suppressed rainfall in the Grand Anse department of Haiti has led to 
deteriorating ground conditions.

5. Little to no precipitation since July has strengthened moisture deficits in the Nord-Ouest 
department of Haiti.
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