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Tropical Cyclone Belna causes flooding in Madagascar, while heavy rain and flooding persist in East Africa

1.   Continued above-
average rainfall has 
triggered flooding across 
eastern Africa. Heavy rain is 
forecast to continue next week maintaining high flood 
risk.

2.  Locust swarms continue to affect parts of Sudan, Ethiopia, 
Djibouti, Somalia, and Yemen. The chance of a lotus outbreak 
has increased in north and eastern areas.

3.   A delayed and poor start to the rainfall season has resulted in 
large deficits in parts of South Africa and Lesotho.

4.  Heavy rain has caused flooding in parts of Gauteng Province, 
South Africa. Flooding count continue into next week with 
additional rain.

5.  Tropical Cyclone Belna made landfall over western Madagascar 
causing significant flooding. Heavy rain and continued floods are likely 
to continue into next week.
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Africa Overview

Tropical Cyclone Pawan impacts Somalia, as heavy rain and 
flooding continue in eastern Africa
Last week, Tropical Cyclone Pawan made landfall over the Putland 
region of Northern Somalia bringing heavy rainfall and causing 
significant flooding. Heavy rainfall and associated flooding were 
also recorded in parts of southwestern Ethiopia, western and 
central Kenya, eastern Uganda, southern Rwanda, Burundi, and 
western Tanzania (Figure 1). The most severe flooding has been 
reported in western and eastern Uganda, northwestern Burundi, 
western Kenya, and Rwanda. Continued rainfall over the following 
weeks is likely to maintain high flood risk over already affected and 
flood-prone areas including central and eastern Kenya. 

Next week, widespread and heavy rain is expected to continue 
over eastern Africa, with heavy rain over southern Ethiopia, 
Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, and Burundi, while light rain is 
forecast over southern Somalia. 

Rainfall deficits persist over much of southern Africa despite 
favorable rainfall
Last week, southern Africa received above-average rainfall over 
Angola, Namibia, Zambia, Botswana, and northern South Africa. 
Heavy rain triggered flooding in Angola, northern and central 
Namibia, and northern South Africa. Tropical Cyclone Belna 
made landfall over western Madagascar bringing heavy rain and 
significant flooding. The above-average rainfall provided some 
relief to 30-day deficits over many local areas, however short and 
long-term dryness persists in some parts of western Angola, and 
central South Africa. Above-average rainfall was also recorded in 
parts of northern Namibia, Botswana, and northern South Africa, 
while light rain was recorded elsewhere in the region (Figure 2).

Next week, rain is forecast over eastern southern Africa, including 
southern DRC, eastern Zambia, Malawi, eastern Zimbabwe, 
southern Tanzania, northern Mozambique, and Madagascar. 
Continued heavy rain could trigger flooding over many previously 
affected areas of the region. Light rain is expected over southern 
Angola and Namibia.
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Figure 2: ARC 30-Day Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Period:  November 11 - December 10, 2019

Figure 1: RFE 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Period: December 4 - December 03, 2019 
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards
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Temperatures 
Last week, above-normal temperatures returned to 
the region, following below-normal temperatures in 
late November. Minimum temperatures reached -25°C 
in northern and eastern Kazakhstan and remained 
above freezing in the lower elevations of Afghanistan. 
Above-normal temperatures are likely to persist into 
mid-December. Minimum temperatures are forecast 
to remain above freezing across lower elevations of 
Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.

Precipitation
Last week, Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan, received mostly dry 
weather, with light precipitation limited to the northern 
half of Kazakhstan. 90-day rainfall deficits now exceed 50 
mm in parts of southeast Kazakhstan. Next week, heavy 
snow is likely over the central highlands of Afghanistan 
which could receive more than 15 cm of snow and could continue into late December.

NO HAZARDS

NO HAZARDS
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Cold temperatures are expected in western Guatemala
Last week heavy rain was recorded in southern Nicaragua and Costa Rica. Over the past 30-days rainfall deficits have developed in 
Belize and Peten, Guatemala. Similarly, since the end of the Postrera season, areas of eastern Honduras and Nicaragua are experiencing 
abnormal dryness. Since the start of the Apante season, no rain has been recorded over Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, and most of 
Nicaragua. Cold temperatures have been recorded over western Guatemala, while elsewhere in the region, temperatures have ranged 
between 15-20°C. Next week, low temperatures are expected over western and central Guatemala, and central Honduras. Light rain is 
expected over Belize, Guatemala, northern Honduras, and northeastern Nicaragua. 

         

 
 

Light rain is recorded over the Dominican Republic
The Dominican Republic has recorded rainfall during the majority of last week with scattered showers observed in northeastern Haiti. 
Over the past 30-days, above-normal rain has been recorded over most of the Dominican Republic, except southern and eastern areas. 
Similarly, above-normal rainfall has been observed in northern Haiti, while southern areas are dry. Since October, parts of the Domini-
can Republic have received less than 50 percent of their average rainfall. Next week, above-normal rain is forecast over the Dominican 
Republic, except in the west. In Haiti, light seasonal rainfall is expected in central and southern areas, while the areas in the north are 
likely to receive below-average rainfall.
 
 
 

Source: NOAA/CPC

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: GEFS Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Ending: December 18, 2019

Figure 5: CMORPH Rainfall Climatology (mm)      
Valid: December 10 - 16, 2019


