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Heavy rain prompts river flooding in parts of Africa, while South Africa and Lesotho remain dry

1.   Elevated river levels in 
the Congo River Basin have 
caused flooding along the 
border of Congo and DRC.

2.   Several weeks of heavy rainfall have raised river levels in 
central and western Uganda, triggering floods. 

3.   Above-average rainfall over the past couple of months has 
raised water levels in the Nile River and its tributaries, causing 
floods in Sudan and South Sudan.

4.   Several weeks of heavy rainfall has triggered flooding in 
Kenya and Somalia.

5.   A locus warning has been issued in parts of Ethiopia and its 
neighboring countries, with the most significant impacts in Tigray, 
Amhara, Afar, Dire Dawa, and Oromia regions. 

6.   A delayed and poor start to the rainy season across parts of South 
Africa and Lesotho has led to abnormal dryness. 
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Africa Overview

Heavy rainfall shifts over southern Somalia and Kenya
Heavy rainfall concentrated over parts of southern Somalia and 
southern Kenya (Figure 1). Rainfall totals are significantly higher 
than normal in these areas for mid-November. Moderate to 
heavy rainfall was also widespread in western Tanzania, Rwanda, 
Burundi, southern Uganda, and neighboring parts of northeast 
DRC. The SNNPR region of Ethiopia received unusually heavy late-
season rainfall as well, and flash flooding was reported around 
Mombasa, Kenya. Meanwhile, southern Ethiopia and central 
Somalia remained dry.

The last 90-days have one of the wettest rainfall periods recorded. 
Multiple weeks of heavy rainfall since October have resulted in 
rising river levels and flooding throughout the region. Flooding 
is likely to continue along the Kafu River in central and western 
Uganda, and the Juba and Shabelle areas of Somalia. Most of the 
region has received 2 to 3 times its normal rainfall for this period, 
having received above-normal rainfall for 4 to 6 weeks (Figure 2).

Next week, increased amounts of rainfall are expected over 
southwestern Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, southern South Sudan, 
Rwanda, Burundi, and northern Tanzania. Rainfall is also forecast 
to continue in Somalia and coastal parts of Kenya, but totals are 
expected to be closer to average levels. Continued rainfall will 
likely exacerbate flooding conditions across the region.

Rainfall distribution improves over southern Africa
Increased amounts of rainfall were recorded over much of southern 
Africa, including Zambia, Zimbabwe, parts of eastern South Africa, 
Eswatini, and central Mozambique, with heavier rainfall totals 
recorded in Madagascar (Figure 1). Meanwhile, light rainfall and 
some dryness were observed in Angola. 

The largest rainfall deficits have been present in Angola since 
October and continue to increase (Figure 2). Similarly, large rainfall 
deficits persist in South Africa, although there have been recent 
improvements. Concerns of abnormal dryness are minimal in 
Angola due to its wet climatology but are starting to be concerning 
in South Africa and Lesotho where areas are more sensitive to 
these shocks. Only a few local areas in parts of Madagascar and 
western Angola have exhibited sufficient rainfall for the period.

Next week, increased rainfall is forecast over southern 
Mozambique, southern Zimbabwe, eastern South Africa, and 
Eswatini. Meanwhile, below-average rainfall is expected in 
Southern Angola, northern Namibia, northwestern Botswana, and 
northern Mozambique.
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Figure 2: ARC 2-Month Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Valid: October 10 - November 19, 2019 

Figure 1: RFE 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: November 13 - 19, 2019 
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards
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1.    A poor rainfall performance during the 
Postrera season has resulted in abnormal 
dryness in southern and central parts of 
the Dominican Republic.

2.    Insufficient rainfall over the past several 
weeks has resulted in abnormal dryness 
in eastern Honduras and parts of Nicaragua.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Last week, average temperatures were recorded in 
Central Asia with some slightly warmer than average 
temperatures in northeastern Kazakhstan, and slightly 
colder than average temperatures in Tajikistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan. The coldest minimum 
temperatures fell below 5°C in Tajikistan, with below-
freezing temperatures observed in northern Kazakhstan, 
and then higher elevations of Afghanistan and Tajikistan. 
Next week, temperatures are forecast to drop 8°C 
below normal in parts of Kazakhstan, while warmer than 
average temperatures are expected across southeastern 
parts of the region. Near freezing temperatures are likely 
in higher elevations of Pakistan, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, 
and Kirghizstan. 

Precipitation
Last week, northern Pakistan received heavy rainfall, while 
light to moderate amounts were recorded in several parts of northern Kazakhstan, Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Kirgizstan, 
and Uzbekistan. Next week, heavy snowfall is forecast over parts of Tajikistan, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Kirgizstan, and Kazakhstan.
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

The rainy season is approaching its end in Central America 
Last week, little to no rainfall was observed over much of Central America. Below-average rainfall was registered across central and 
northern Guatemala, western El Salvador, Honduras, and parts of Nicaragua. Meanwhile, scattered moderate to heavy rainfall was 
recorded over southern Guatemala, the Gulf of Fonseca region, northern and central Honduras, across Nicaragua. Rainfall totals from 
last week were near-average as the August-November rainfall season is approaching its end. However, cumulative rainfall was below-
average over several parts of Central America. As a result, drier-than-average conditions remain in eastern Honduras and northeastern 
Nicaragua. Over the past ninety days, above-average seasonal rainfall has been registered along much of the Pacific facing countries, 
while Atlantic facing countries have received below-average seasonal rainfall.  Drier-than-average conditions are likely to strengthen 
dry conditions in several areas. Next week, dry weather and below-average rainfall are forecast across Central America. However, light 
to locally moderate rain is likely along the coastal areas of Honduras and Nicaragua. Meanwhile, surface temperatures are expected to 
be near or above-normal, although minimum temperatures could reach below-freezing.

         

 
 

Drier-than-average conditions persist in eastern Hispaniola 
Last week, light to moderate rain was observed over central and southwestern Haiti and western Dominican Republic, while below-
average rain was registered elsewhere. The continued lack of rain over eastern Hispaniola over the past several weeks has maintained 
thirty-day moisture deficits and abnormal dryness across much of central and southern Dominican Republic. Since August, moder-
ate to large seasonal rainfall deficits have persisted over the south-central portions of the Dominican Republic, while near-average 
to seasonal rainfall has been registered over Haiti and western Dominican Republic. As the second rainfall season is coming to an 
end, rain is likely to subside and the chance for recovery remains minimal for the dry portions of Hispaniola. Next week, light rain is 
expected over much of Hispaniola. However, localized moderate rain is possible over parts of northern and central Dominican Re-
public. Tropical Storm Sebastien, which formed over the northeast of the Leeward Islands, is expected to remain over open water. 
 
 

Source: NOAA/CPC

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: GEFS Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Ending: November 27, 2019

Figure 5: CMORPH Rainfall Climatology (mm)      
Valid: November 20 - 26, 2019


