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Despite a recent improvement in rainfall, dryness remains over parts of East Africa
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1. Heavy rainfall caused
flooding in western and
southern Nigeria. The
forecast rain during the next
week increases the risks for flooding over the region.
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2. Torrential rain has increased the level of the Atbara and
Dindir Rivers. Additional rainfall over the region is likely
to further raise water levels, including the Nile River and
its tributaries.
3. Irregular rainfall since June has resulted in deteriorated
ground conditions across parts of western Uganda,
northeastern DRC, and southern South Sudan.
4. Despite an overall improvement in rainfall over the past
four weeks, deficits remain over portions of southwestern
Ethiopia and eastern South Sudan.
5. Several weeks delay to the start of rains in western Senegal has
led to deteriorating ground conditions and abnormal dryness.

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity. The content of this report does not necessarily reflect the view of the United States Agency for
International Development or the United States Government.The FEWS NET weather hazards process and products include participation by
FEWS NET field and home offices, NOAA-CPC, USGS, USDA, NASA, and a number of other national and regional organizations in the countries
concerned. Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov, fewsnetinfo@fews.net, or 1-301-683-3424.
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Africa Overview
Average rainfall recorded in West Africa
A comparison of the total rainfall with the long-term average
has shown that much of West Africa has received above-average
rainfall over the past two months. Rainfall surpluses exceeding 200
mm were recorded over the far western portions of the sub-region
such as Guinea-Conakry and Sierra Leone and the Sahel, including
Mali and Burkina Faso (Figure 1). Heavy rainfall led to flooding in
some areas. In contrast, insufficient rainfall over the past several
weeks resulted in moisture deficits over portions of central Nigeria
and southeastern Chad.

Figure 1: ARC 3-Month Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Valid: July 1 - September 4, 2018

Due to above-average rainfall over the recent months, aboveaverage vegetation conditions were also depicted in the recent
analyses of vegetation health indices from remote sensing. As the
Intertropical Front continues its southward retreat during this time
of the year, areas throughout the Sahelian region would begin to
experience gradual decrease in rainfall, while countries along the
Gulf of Guinea would see the return of enhanced rainfall.
Next week, torrential rainfall is expected to continue across GuineaConakry, Sierra Leone, northern Cote d’Ivoire, northern and
southeastern Nigeria. In Nigeria, flooding over the northwestern
and southeastern States of the country is possible. Heavy rain is
also expected throughout Burkina Faso, Ghana, Togo, and Benin.
Heavy rainfall recorded in northern Ethiopia
From late August to early September, above-average rainfall
fell over northern Ethiopia and local areas of eastern Sudan
and southwestern Yemen (Figure 2). Over Sudan, rainfall led to
rising levels and flooding of the Atbara and Dindir Rivers. Farther
south, moderate to locally heavy rainfall was received over
southwestern South Sudan, northern Uganda, and southwestern
Kenya. In Uganda, rainfall was beneficial as it helped to eroding
partially thirty-day moisture deficits over the dry portions of the
country. Over Ethiopia, however, despite the observed moderate
rainfall, weekly anomalies showed below-average rainfall, which
contributed to maintaining thirty-day rainfall deficits over the
western and southwestern parts of the country. Recent analyses of
some indices exhibited near-average to below-average conditions
across western Ethiopia and northwestern Uganda as a response
to an uneven rainfall distribution over the past several weeks.

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 2: REF 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: August 29- September 4, 2018

Next week, heavy rainfall is forecast over western Ethiopia,
southern Sudan, Eritrea, and southwestern Yemen. This maintains
high risks for flooding over many local areas. Little to light and likely
below- average rainfall is expected over South Sudan and much of
Uganda, which could increase rainfall deficits in the region.

Source: NOAA/CPC
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Central Asia Weather Hazards
Temperatures
Weekly temperatures averaged 1-5°C below normal across
the region from August 26 to September 1. Minimum
temperatures ranged from 0-5°C across northern
Kazakhstan, where isolated areas had their first freeze of
the season. Temperatures are forecast to remain belownormal across Kazakhstan through early to mid-September,
while above-normal temperatures are expected across
Afghanistan and Tajikistan. Subfreezing minimum
temperatures are forecast across northern Kazakhstan
and the higher elevations of northeast Afghanistan and
Tajikistan during the next week.
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Precipitation
Widespread rainfall continued for the second consecutive
week across northern and eastern Kazakhstan.
Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
Thunderstorms, associated with the Indian Monsoon,
shifted east with mostly dry weather prevailing across
Pakistan during the final week of August. During the past 30 days, precipitation has averaged at or above normal according to gauge
observations.
Light to moderate rain (less than 25 mm) is expected to be limited to northeast Kazakhstan. Dry weather, typical for September, is
forecast to prevail across the remainder of the region.

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards
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1. Insufficient rain since May has resulted in
abnormal dryness throughout Hispaniola and
drought in southern Haiti and northeastern
Dominican Republic.
2. Extended dry spells and little rainfall have
rapidly increased short-term deficits. Negative
ground impacts are apparent in dry areas over
western Nicaragua, southern Honduras, eastern
El Salvador, and central Guatemala.
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview
Increased rainfall expected to begin along the Pacific Rim
During the past week, torrential rainfall was observed over southern Guatemala, western El Salvador, eastern Nicaragua and the southern
Caribbean. Little to light rainfall was recorded throughout central Guatemala, southeastern Honduras, and northwestern Nicaragua. Over
the Gulf of Fonseca, consistent, below-average rainfall from the past several consecutive weeks strengthened moisture deficits. Thirty-day
negative anomalies currently exceeded 200 mm over southern Honduras. Otherwise, large (> 100 mm) thirty-day negative anomalies were
widespread throughout central Guatemala, western Honduras, and western Nicaragua. An analysis of the rainfall performance since early
June to present has indicated prevailing drier than average conditions across northern Central America.
Next week, rainfall is expected along the Pacific Rim of Central America, with torrential rainfall over western and southern Guatemala, El
Salvador, southern Honduras, and northwestern Nicaragua. Moderate to heavy rainfall is forecast over Honduras and central Nicaragua.

Figure 4: GEFS Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: September 5 - 12, 2018

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 5: CMORPH rainfall climatology (mm)
Valid: September 5 - 12, 2018

Source: NOAA/CPC

Dryness and droughts to remain in Hispaniola
From late August to early September, an irregular rainfall distribution continued over Hispaniola. Over Haiti, little rainfall was received
over the Southern Peninsula. As a result, positive thirty-day rainfall anomalies were now registered over central and northern Haiti and
eastern Dominican Republic, while negative anomalies persisted throughout southern Haiti and southwestern Dominican Republic. Over
the long term, below-average rainfall dominated Hispaniola, with seasonal deficits in excess of 100 mm over southern and north-central
Haiti, northern and southwestern Dominican Republic. Vegetation and ground conditions have already been adversely impacted based on
remotely-sensed vegetation, crop performance model indices, and actual reports.
Next week, rainfall forecasts suggest the return of drier and below-average weather, with moderate to locally heavy rainfall over central
Haiti and central Dominican Republic only but little to light rainfall over the remainders of Hispaniola.

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS

Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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