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Western Sahel Countries receive above-average rainfall

1.   After several weeks of 
above-average rainfall, 
the forecast torrential 
rainfall may trigger flooding in 
Mali next week.

2.   Above-average rainfall has resulted in floods, damages 
to infrastructure and fatalities in Sudan. Rainfall forecast 
or next week may trigger additional flooding along the 
Blue Nile and Gash River basins, and worsen ground 
conditions.

3.   Poorly distributed rainfall since June has resulted in 
significant dryness and deteriorated ground conditions 
across parts of western Uganda, northeastern DRC, and 
southern South Sudan. 

4.   Extended moisture displacement to northern Ethiopia has led 
to increased dryness and degraded ground conditions in the 
SNNPR, central Oromia, and northern Somali States.
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Africa Overview

Parts of western Senegal recieve favorable rainfall
Last week, heavy rainfall was received throughout West Africa in 
Guinea, Senegal, Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger. For many western 
countries, it was the third consecutive week of above-average 
rainfall which is expected to relieve dryness following a dry first 
half of July. Moisture deficits improved in northern desert areas 
of Mali, Niger, and southern Algeria (Figure 1). Along the Gulf of 
Guinea, portions of Liberia, Cote D’Ivoire, Ghana, Togo, and Benin 
light rainfall was received.

As of late-July, West Africa monsoon conditions continue to be 
favorable, with much of the region experiencing average to above-
average precipitation. Since early May, the highest rainfall remains 
over the Sahel, where portions of southern Mauritania, Mali, Niger, 
and Chad have experienced significant above-average rainfall 
(Figure 2). Parts of northeastern Nigeria and western Senegal are 
experiencing drier than average conditions. Despite above-average 
rainfall amounts in late July, parts of western Senegal failed to 
receive increased rainfall. Areas near Dakar have registered little to 
no rainfall since the beginning of July. 

Next week, average to above-average rainfall is expected 
throughout much of West Africa. The highest weekly accumulations 
(>100mm) are forecast for parts of Guinea, Mali, Burkina Faso, and 
Northern Nigeria, while potentially another week of decreased 
rainfall amounts over parts of southern Mauritania and Senegal, as 
well as along the Gulf of Guinea coast.

Dryness continues in Ethiopia, South Sudan, Uganda, and DRC
Widespread torrential rainfall (>75mm) was recorded across the 
North Kurdufan, Al Jazirah, Khartoum, Al Qadarif, River Nile and 
Kassala provinces of the Sudan, and in parts of western Ethiopia 
(Figure 1). Continued moderate to locally heavy rainfall over 
saturated areas may trigger flooding during the next week.

As portions of eastern Sudan and western Ethiopia continue to 
experience above-average rainfall, there are several areas in the 
south that become increasingly dry in the past several weeks. In 
parts of northern Uganda, northeastern DRC and southern South 
Sudan, some areas have recorded fewer than 7 days of rain since 
late June. Throughout much of the SNNP region of Ethiopia, mid 
seasonal dryness has expanded where many areas have received 
significantly below-average rainfall since the beginning of July. 

Next week, average to above-average rainfall is expected over 
western Ethiopia, and possibly below-average rainfall in the SNNP 
region of Ethiopia.
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Figure 1: RFE2 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: August 1 -  August 7, 2018 

Figure 2: ARC 3-Month Percent of Normal Rainfall (%)
Valid:  June 1- August 7, 2018
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

1.   Insufficient rain since May has resulted in 
abnormal dryness throughout Hispaniola and 
drought in southern Haiti and northeastern 
Dominican Republic.

2.   Extended dry spells and little rainfall have 
rapidly increased short-term deficits. Negative 
ground impacts are apparent in dry areas over 
western Nicaragua, southern Honduras, eastern 
El Salvador, and central Guatemala.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Slightly below-normal temperatures prevailed across most 
of the region from July 29 to August 4 in the western areas 
of Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. Early in the 
outlook period, above-normal temperatures are likely 
ahead of a cold front. An abnormal heat hazard is posted 
for the eastern third of Kazakhstan where maximum 
temperatures are forecast to exceed 35 °C and 6 °C above 
normal.

Precipitation
Heavy rainfall (> 50 mm) was observed across north-
central Kazakhstan from July 29 to August 4, while little 
to no rainfall was recorded across northeast Kazakhstan. 
Abnormal dryness continues over northeast Kazakhstan 
due to inadequate rainfall during the last two months. 
Periods of heat have also likely exacerbated the impacts of 
the short-term dryness. Thunderstorms, associated with 
the Indian Monsoon, were contained last week across Pakistan and bordering areas of eastern Afghanistan.

Next week, model precipitation forecasts indicate widespread rainfall (locally more than 25 mm) across northern and eastern Kazakhstan, 
and the return of heavy rainfall (locally more than 50 mm) to northern Pakistan, flash flooding is expected to be isolated.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA

Flooding
Abnormal Dryness
Drought
Severe Drought
Tropical Cyclone
Potential Locust Outbreak
Heavy Snow
Abnormal Cold
Abnormal Heat

1

1

2

2



Famine Early Warning Systems Network 4

Weather Hazards Summary

Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Increased rainfall relieves dryness in Central America 
In late July and early August, an increased rainfall was recorded throughout Central America. Eastern Nicaragua, costal El Salvador, 
western Honduras and Costa Rica received the highest weekly rainfall amounts of more than 75mm. Lighter, but well distributed rainfall 
amounts were received across southern Honduras and western Nicaragua. Satellite rainfall analysis since early July depicts significant 
dryness across the Gulf of Fonseca region and throughout Guatemala. Along the pacific coastal areas of Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras 
and Nicaragua, rainfall totals have been below-average and local areas have experienced extended dry spells which are expected to be 
unfavorable for ongoing cropping activities. Latest remotely sensed vegetation health products reflect the mid-season dryness with 
widespread degraded ground conditions.

Next week, precipitation models suggest little relief to dryness in Central America with average to below-average precipitation. Weekly 
total rainfall may exceed 100mm across parts of southwestern Guatemala, but there is little potential for heavy rainfall over the Gulf of 
Fonseca region. No tropical activity is expected in early August.  

Favorable rainfall continues in parts of Haiti 
In the last two weeks, heavy rainfall amounts (>75mm) were received over central and southern Haiti, with moderate rainfall amounts 
recorded over the Dominican Republic. Inadequately distributed rainfall throughout much of the Dominican Republic has supported 
dry conditions, as several provinces in the north, northeast and the southwest have received significantly below-average rainfall since 
the beginning of July. Two consecutive weeks of above-average rainfall has resulted in near normal to slightly above normal moisture 
conditions in parts of southern and central Haiti since early July. Despite the short-term moisture improvements observed in parts of 
Haiti, much of Hispaniola remains dry due to below-average rainfall since early May. Persisting dry conditions have led to inadequate soil 
moisture, unfavorable for cropping activities. 

Next week, favorable rainfall amounts (>25mm) are expected over central Haiti and potentially higher amounts (>25mm) for areas in 
western Dominican Republic.  

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: GEFS Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: August 6 - 15, 2018

Figure 5: CMORPH rainfall climatology (mm)      
Valid: August 8 - 14, 2018


