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Ethiopia and Sudan receive above-average rainfall 

No hazards reported
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

Above-average rainfall recorded in West Africa 
During the past week, an increase in seasonal precipitation was 
received over the western Sahel region, with most of West Africa 
generally receiving average to above-average rainfall since early 
June (Figure 2). Heavy rainfall was also registered across parts of 
western and southeastern Nigeria, western Niger, with lighter but 
well distributed rainfall across the Sahelian zones of Mauritania, 
Mali Niger, and Chad (Figure 2). Light to locally moderate rainfall 
was received across parts of Sierra Leone and Liberia. 

Although the increase in seasonal rainfall over parts of Cote d’Ivoire, 
Ghana, Togo and Nigeria has resulted in flooding and other adverse 
ground impacts, seasonal dryness continued to depress across the 
region. Ground reports in southern Ghana reflect heavy rainfall 
since mid-June with rising ground waters and adequate cropping 
conditions. Since the beginning of June favorable conditions have 
been received throughout west Africa, with only a few areas in 
Burkina Faso, and Senegal receiving few rain days below normal, 
and pockets of seasonal dryness across the Gulf of Guinea. 

Next week, heavy rainfall is forecast across the western Sahel, with 
a weekly rainfall accumulation (>75 mm) over Guinea-Conakry, 
Sierra Leone, southern Mali, Senegal, and in parts of Nigeria. More 
seasonable rainfall is expected in the Gulf of Guinea countries.  

Wet conditions persist in Eastern Africa 
According to satellite rainfall estimates, moderate to locally heavy 
precipitation was received over much of eastern Africa during late 
June, with the highest weekly accumulations (>75mm) registered in 
the Tigray province of Ethiopia, the Al Qadarif province of eastern 
Sudan and into Eritrea (Figure 1). Yemen, South Sudan, Uganda 
and Kenya received light to moderate rainfall. Similarly, to west 
Africa, above-average rainfall continues in east Africa, with few 
regions receiving poor rainfall since the beginning of June. The 
atypical position of the ITF during the middle of June resulted in 
heavy rain and substantial early season moisture surpluses across 
eastern Sudan (Figure 2). While average to above-average rainfall 
has improved agricultural activities over areas of Sudan, consisten 
rain could cause flooding over some areas. 

Next week, a decrease in seasonal rainfall is expected to continue 
in eastern Sudan, with higher levels of rainfall over western Ethiopia 
and Eritrea. The above-average rainfall is expected to improve the 
Kiremt fed cropping areas and alleviate local areas experiencing 
atypical dryness in western Oromia. 
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Figure 1: RFE2 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: June 25 - July 1, 2018

Figure 2: ARC 30-Day Percent of Normal Rainfall (%)
Valid:  June 02 - July 01, 2018
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

1. Abnormal dryness persists in Hispaniola due to 
insufficient rainfall. 

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Last week, central Kazakhstan and southern Uzbekistan 
experienced slightly below-normal temperatures, 
while the rest of Central Asia experienced near to 
above-normal temperatures. Maximum temperatures 
reached between 30 to 40 (°C) in western and southern 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and northern and 
western portions of Afghanistan. Next week, near-normal 
temperatures are expected in Central Asia, and maximum 
temperatures of over 40 °C in southwestern Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and southwestern Afghanistan.

Precipitation
Last week, moderate to heavy showers were observed 
over northern Kazakhstan, while suppressed rainfall was 
recorded elsewhere. A significant northward advancement 
of the Indian Monsoon brought localized heavy rain over 
Pakistan and light rain across eastern Afghanistan. This 
month, precipitation anomalies indicated moderate rainfall surpluses over northern Kazakhstan and near-neutral anomalies elsewhere. 
Abnormal dryness and drought hazards are posted for parts of Afghanistan and adjacent countries, based on long-term dryness and 
lingering, negative impacts to rain-fed crops and livestock. Next week, scattered, heavy showers are forecast across the eastern parts of 
Central Asia from southeastern Kazakhstan, eastern Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, eastern Afghanistan, to northern Pakistan.

Abnormal dryness and drought hazards are posted for parts of Afghanistan and adjacent countries.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Uneven rainfall recorded in Central America. 
Last week, the southern half of Central America received heavy rainfall. Parts of Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama received between 
150mm 300mm of rainfall.  Meanwhile in the north, rainfall performance varied. Western El Salvador and central Guatemala received 
heavier rainfall (>100mm), while eastern El Salvador, southern Honduras, and Belize, received very little rain. Over the past month, rainfall 
has been uneven throughout Belize, Honduras, and Guatemala. Despite deficits as large as 100-200mm in some locations, favorable rainfall 
was received throughout the region. This has likely minimized any negative ground impacts. VHI shows degradation in vegetation health in 
the last two weeks, but values generally remain near the middle of the index. Meanwhile to the south, above-average rainfall has persisted. 

Next week, heavy rains are forecast (100-200mm) along the Caribbean coastline of Nicaragua and eastern Honduras. Parts of central and 
southern Guatemala are also expected to receive heavy rainfall of more than 100mm. Light and suppressed rains are expected in southern 
Honduras and western Nicaragua. 

Rainfall relieves dryness in Hispaniola 
Last week there was suppressed rainfall over Hispaniola, after a mid-June period of above-average rainfall. Only light or moderate rains 
were observed across the island. Parts of central Haiti received more than 25mm of rain –the highest levels on the island. Almost no rain 
was observed along the coastal regions of Dominican Republic, as well as some parts of northern Haiti. There has been below-normal rain-
fall over the past month and 90-day period. This past month, deficits have exceeded 100mm in northern Haiti. Most regions have seen 3-10 
less rainy days than normal over the last month. This pattern has led to abnormal dryness and degradation of ground conditions. 

Lighter and slightly below-average rainfall is forecast across Hispaniola during the beginning of July. Seven-day rainfall totals are not ex-
pected to exceed 50mm. 

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: GEFS Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Ending: July 11, 2018

Figure 5: CMORPH rainfall climatology (mm)      
Valid: July 04 - 10, 2018


