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The locust outbreak continues to escalate in East Africa as dry conditions persist in parts of southern Africa

1.   Ideal conditions for 
feeding and breeding 
continue to foster the 
spread of desert locust in 
Ethiopia, Kenya, and Somalia. Locust swarms are 
moving into Tanzania and Uganda.

2.  Continued heavy rains over Tanzania have caused 
significant flooding. Heavy rain is forecast next week 
and over neighboring regions of Zambia, Malawi, and 
Mozambique. 

3.   Parts of Mozambique and Zimbabwe have received below-
average rainfall over the past 90-days resulting in drought 
conditions. 

4.   A late start to the rainy season and uneven rainfall 
distribution in southern Namibia has caused abnormal 
dryness.

5.   Continued below-average rainf has maintained abnormal dryness 
across southern Madagascar.

6.  Recent heavy rain in southern Mozambique, eastern South Africa and Zimbabwe has triggered flooding. 
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

Rainfall decreased across the region, yet totals remain above 
average in some areas
Last week, East Africa received decreased amounts of rain 
compared to the previous week. Still, rainfall triggered flooding 
in parts of Uganda and Tanzania, with the heaviest rainfall totals 
in eastern Uganda and central Tanzania (Figure 1). Meanwhile, 
rainfall decreased significantly over Kenya and northeastern 
Tanzania, with scattered and light rain outside Lake Victoria, 
Kenya. Seasonal rainfall continued in eastern DRC, with light 
rain also recorded in western Ethiopia. 

Over the past few months, East Africa has received heavy rain 
with widespread flooding across Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania. 
Most of Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda have experienced some 
of the wettest periods on record. Meanwhile, urgent mitigation 
measures are ongoing to stop the spread of desert locusts 
throughout the region. Wet and ample vegetation conditions 
are helping populate locusts’ populations to increasingly 
concerning levels

Next week, heavy rain is forecast over southern Tanzania. Less 
rain compared to the previous week is expected over Uganda, 
with light rain over Kenya and northern Ethiopia.

Southern Africa receives well-distributed rainfall
Most of the region received favorable rain last week, with 
the heaviest totals in southern Mozambique, Zimbabwe, and 
northeastern South Africa (Figure 1). Widespread heavy rain 
was recorded in central South Africa, Angola, Zambia, and 
Malawi, with flooding reported in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
and Binga, Zimbabwe. For the second consecutive week, 
Madagascar received below-average rainfall, while northern 
Madagascar similarly received below-average rain. In Namibia, 
rainfall was insufficient to relieve abnormal dryness. 

Several parts of southern Africa have experienced multiple 
weeks of poor rainfall accumulation resulting in significant 
dryness. In the past 30-days, abnormal dryness has developed 
across Madagascar and local areas of Namibia (Figure 2). Angola, 
Botswana, northern Mozambique, local areas of Zimbabwe, and 
eastern South Africa are also exhibiting rainfall deficits. Recent 
rainfall has relieved some dryness in southern Mozambique, 
but ground conditions remain largely dry. 

Next week, below-normal rainfall is forecast across southern 
Africa which is likely to strengthen dryness in Namibia and 
Botswana. Meanwhile, heavy rain is forecast over Madagascar, 
northern Mozambique, and Malawi.
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Source: NOAA/CPC
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Figure 1: RFE2 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)     
Valid: February 05 - 11, 2020

Figure 2: ARC 30-Day Total Rainfall Anomaly(mm)
Valid: January 13 - February 11, 2020
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Above normal temperatures were widely recorded 
throughout the region with the highest deviations 
recorded in Kazakhstan. Maximum temperatures reached 
29°C in Turkmenistan. Near to above-normal temperatures 
are likely next week, but maximum temperatures are 
expected to be slightly lower compared to the previous 
week. 

Precipitation
Last week, northeastern Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, and southeastern Kazakhstan received rain and 
high-elevation snow. Despite recent precipitation, long-
term deficits persist. As heavy snow is likely to continue 
this week over the higher elevations of Afghanistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan, snowfall is expected to decrease 
into next week. Recent precipitation may provide relief to dry conditions as the week progresses.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Seasonal rains are forecast over Central America next week
Last week, there was dry weather and below-average rainfall across Central America. Light to locally moderate rains were received over 
Honduras, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica. Over the past 30-days, near average rainfall has been observed largely across the region. Since 
December 2019, eastern Honduras and northeastern Nicaragua continue to receive below-average rain while near to above-average rain 
has been received elsewhere. The ongoing seasonally dry conditions may increase the chance of forest fires in many local areas. Next week, 
little to no rainfall is forecast throughout the region, though light to moderate rainfall is possible over eastern Honduras and Nicaragua. 
Minimum temperatures are forecast to remain near average with nighttime and early morning temperatures dropping near the freezing 
point. 

Little to no rainfall is forecast for another week over Hispaniola 
Last week seasonal below-average rainfall was observed in Hispaniola. Over the past 30-days, sporadic rainfall has caused dryness or 
flooding across the region. Since December 2019, near average rainfall has been recorded over Hispaniola, though seasonal deficits 
have developed in some localized areas of southern Haiti and the central Dominican Republic. Meanwhile, areas of the northern Do-
minican Republic have received above-average rains. Next week, dry weather is likely to continue across Hispaniola. However, light 
to locally moderate rains are possible in northeastern and central parts of the Dominican Republic. 

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.

February 14 - 20, 2020
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Figure 4: GEFS mean total rainfall forecast (mm)  
Valid: February 19, 2020

Figure 5: CMORPH rainfall climatology (mm)      
Period: February 12 - 18, 2020


