
Global Weather Hazards Summary

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity.  The content of this report does not necessarily reflect the view of the United States Agency for 
International Development or the United States Government. The FEWS NET weather hazards process and products include participation by 
FEWS NET field and home offices, NOAA-CPC, USGS, USDA, NASA, and a number of other national and regional organizations in the countries 
concerned. Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov, fewsnetinfo@fews.net, or 1-301-683-3424.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA

Flooding
Abnormal Dryness
Drought
Severe Drought
Tropical Cyclone
Potential Locust Outbreak
Heavy Snow
Abnormal Cold
Abnormal Heat
Seasonally Dry

September 16 - 22, 2022      

Heavy seasonal rainfall maintains flooding across parts of West and East Africa

1.    Several consecutive 
weeks of poor rainfall have 
led to abnormal dryness 
and drought in southwestern 
Ethiopia.

2.   Persistent above-average rainfall has caused flooding and 
elevated river levels in southern Niger, northern Nigeria, 
Chad, and the Darfur region of Sudan. The Benue and Niger 
River levels are also rising in central Nigeria. 

3.   Heavy seasonal rainfall has resulted in flooding over the Nile 
River basin in Sudan and the Sudd Wetland areas of South 
Sudan. The forecasted additional rainfall maintains high risks 
for flooding in the region.

4.   Heavy rainfall over the past two weeks has triggered flooding in 
parts of West Africa. The forecasted additional rainfall maintains 
high risks for flooding in the region.

5.   Below-average rainfall over the last 30-days has caused abnormal 
dryness in southeastern Nigeria
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Much of West Africa receives heavy rainfall
During the past week , widespread heavy rainfall was observed 
across West Africa, including Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, 
Togo, Benin, western Nigeria, Chad, and much of the Sahel (Figure 
1). Meanwhile, light and below-average rainfall was recorded over 
central Senegal and countries in the southern Gulf of Guinea. 
Several recent consecutive weeks of above-average rainfall have 
overly saturated the grounds and led to flooding and landslides in 
many local areas. 30-day rainfall totals are more than double the 
average across parts of Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Chad, 
greatly contrasting the dryness experienced in July.

Next week, wetter-than-average conditions with widespread, heavy 
rainfall are forecast to persist over much of West Africa, except 
for areas of Côte D’Ivoire and Ghana, where light precipitation is 
expected. These weather patterns are likely to worsen conditions 
on the ground in many previously flooded areas or even trigger 
new flooding and landslides in many local areas, including Sierra 
Leone, Mali, Nigeria, and Chad.

Persistent above-average rainfall triggers flooding in parts of 
East Africa 
During the past week , widespread and above-average rainfall 
continued across southern and eastern Sudan, western Ethiopia, 
northwestern Somalia, South Sudan, and western Kenya. 
Consequently, inundation has worsened over the Sudd Wetlands 
in South Sudan. Over Uganda, heavy rainfall has triggered flooding 
and landslides. Since early August, eastern Africa has experienced 
wetter-than-average conditions, with Sudan, northern South 
Sudan, Uganda, northern Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti, western 
Kenya, and south-central Somalia receiving between 120 and 400 
percent of their average rainfall (Figure 2). 

Next week, above-average rainfall is expected throughout South 
Sudan, western and central Ethiopia, Uganda, and southwestern 
Kenya. Light to moderate rainfall is forecast in southern Sudan. 
The expected additional precipitation maintains heightened risks 
for flooding in the subregion but could improve abnormally dry 
conditions in Ethiopia.

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 1: Seven-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Period: 07-13 September, 2022 

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 2: 30-Day Percent of Normal Rainfall (%)
Period:  15 August, 2022 - 13 September, 2022

Africa Overview
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Yemen Overview

Temperatures  
During the past week, average temperatures were warmer 
than normal  across eastern Kazakhstan, eastern Kyrgyzstan, 
and eastern Afghanistan . Weekly average maximum 
temperatures rose to 40 to 45 °C across southern Afghanistan, 
and temperatures between 35 and 40 °C were recorded in 
southeastern Uzbekistan, northeastern Turkmenistan, and 
northern and southern Afghanistan. In contrast, cooler than 
normal temperatures were observed across northern and central 
Tajikistan, western Uzbekistan, northwestern Turkmenistan, and 
especially western Kazakhstan. Next week, above-normal mean 
temperatures are forecast across much of Central Asia, except in 
parts of Kazakhstan. Weekly average temperatures are expected 
to reach 30 to 35 °C across most of Turkmenistan, southern 
and southwestern Kazakhstan, southwestern Tajikistan, parts 
of eastern and central Uzbekistan, and northern and southern 
regions of Afghanistan. Temperatures could reach 35 to 40 °C in 
some parts of southwestern Afghanistan.

Precipitation 
During the past week, there were no reports of flooding in 
Afghanistan. Streamflow values in Nangarhar and Khost 
provinces remained high at the beginning of September and 
have dropped over the last few weeks. In addition, there was no 
flooding reported in Pakistan. Light to moderate precipitation 
was observed across eastern Afghanistan, eastern and central 
Kyrgyzstan, and northern, western, and eastern Kazakhstan. 
Abnormally dry conditions persisted throughout much of 
Kazakhstan. Next week, light to moderate precipitation is 
expected across eastern Kyrgyzstan, eastern Afghanistan, and 
northeastern, southeastern, and northwestern Kazakhstan. 
Moderate to heavy precipitation is expected in the higher 
elevations of eastern Tajikistan and northeastern Afghanistan. 
Precipitation could lead to flooding near Jalalabad, where 
streamflow remains higher than normal. 

Temperatures
During the past week, maximum temperatures were below 
average in western Yemen. Near normal temperatures were 
present to the east. Maximum temperatures exceeded 40°C 
in the interior northeast, but many southern and western 
areas of the country remained cooler than 35°C. Minimum 
temperatures were close to average across the country. 
Next week, near-to-average temperatures are expected in 
the region. Cooler than average temperatures are forecast 
for the west, while warmer than average temperatures are 
expected in interior areas.

Precipitation
During the past week, rainfall was light to moderate in 
southern Yemen. After weeks of above-average precipitation, 
flooding persists, particularly in western parts of the country, 
and some river flows remain elevated. Next week, rainfall is 
expected to continue in western Yemen, but totals should be 
closer to normal. There is also a likelihood that flooding will 
persist.  

Central Asia Overview
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ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 3: Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Period: 15 September, 2022 - 21 September, 2022

Figure 4: CMORPH Climatological Rainfall (mm)      
Period: 13 September, 2022 - 19 September, 2022

Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Continued rainfall maintains a high risk for flood-
ing and landslides in Central America 
During the past week, several parts of Central 
America received moderate to heavy rainfall. The 
heaviest amounts were received along the Gulf of 
Honduras, the Gulf of Fonseca region, central Gua-
temala, western Honduras, and western Costa Rica. 
Heavy rainfall and activities from the Fuego Volcano 
also exacerbated mudflows over the surrounding 
areas. Meanwhile, light rainfall was observed over parts 
of northern Guatemala, eastern Honduras, and eastern Nicaragua, 
where precipitation was below average. Rainfall has continued to exceed 
the 30-day average over Belize, central Guatemala, and central Honduras. In 
contrast, below-average rainfall has persisted over northern Guatemala and in-
creased over eastern Nicaragua and Panama. Next week, rainfall forecasts suggest 
that widespread and torrential rainfall is likely throughout Pacific-facing regions of 
Central America as well as eastern Nicaragua. The greatest rainfall totals are expected 
across much of Costa Rica. The continued wet weather would exacerbate conditions over 
many already flooded and previously impacted areas. The high moisture content could also 
trigger new flooding, landslides, and overflow of rivers . No imminent tropical development is ex-
pected. 

Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Abnormal dryness persists across Hispaniola
During  the past week, light to moderate rainfall was observed over Hispaniola. The highest totals were observed in interior portions of the 
island, while the lowest rainfall was observed near the coast. Over the past 30 days, the island received below-average rainfall, with the 
largest deficits observed over central Haiti. The drier-than-average conditions  indicate a slow onset and poor performance thus far for the 
second rainy season. A return of favorable rainfall is needed to relieve dry conditions.  Next week, an increase in precipitation is expected 
over Hispaniola, with the largest amounts expected in the eastern Dominican Republic. A tropical depression is likely to pass close to or 
over the island. Some further development through the weekend is possible, but chances for a hurricane-strength system remain low. 


