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Heavy rainfall triggers flooding across the Sahel while Ethiopia, South Sudan, and Uganda remain dry 

1.   Abnormal dryness 
has intensified in parts 
of southern central parts 
of Mali due to a lack of rainfall 
since May.

2.   Poor rainfall since early May has strengthened abnormal 
dryness in central parts of South Sudan and neighboring 
areas of Uganda, western Kenya, and Ethiopia.

3.   Heavy rain over past weeks has resulted in flooding, fatalities, 
and many people affected over the Sennar and in Sudan. 
Riverine and flash flooding is reported in Tigray and afar 
provinces in Ethiopia. The forecast, additional rain maintains 
high risks for flooding in the region.

4.   Flooding is likely in parts of southwest Senegal, Guinea Bissau, and 
western Guinea that have experienced several weeks of above-
average rainfall.

5.   Recent heavy rainfall combined with the forecasted persistent pattern 
has led to flooding in Western and Central Senegal and the Gambia.

6.   Ongoing heavy and above-average rainfall has resulted in elevated river levels and caused flooding in several cities in southern Niger, 
northern Nigeria, Chad, and the Darfur region of Sudan.

Africa Weather Hazards
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West Africa receives widespread heavy rainfall
During the past week, much of the Sahel, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, 
southwestern Nigeria, central Benin, and many other localized 
parts of the region received heavy rainfall (Figure 1). Flooding was 
reported in many urban areas across the Sahel. Meanwhile, little to 
light rainfall was observed in central and western Senegal, Liberia, 
southern Cote D’Ivoire, and southern Ghana. Over the past 30 
days, prolonged rainfall was observed in far-western Africa as well 
as Chad and surrounding areas, though abnormal dryness persists 
in Mali. Across Sierra Leone, Liberia, Cote D’Ivoire, and Nigeria, 
deficits are also prevalent. Additionally, an early end to the first 
rainy season will likely strengthen dryness in Gulf of Guinea regions 
over the next few weeks.

Next week, heavy and above-average rainfall is forecast over the 
Sahel where continued rainfall could trigger flooding in already 
oversaturated areas. High river levels are also expected for the 
Komadugu and Sokoto rivers in Nigeria. Rainfall is likely to be below-
average across southern Benin, southern Nigeria, and Cameroon.

Much of East Africa receives heavy and above average rainfall
During the past week, parts of Sudan, northwestern South Sudan, 
northern Ethiopia, and parts of Eritrea and Djibouti received very 
heavy rainfall (Figure 1). Riverine and flash flooding remains a 
concern in these areas. After several weeks of poor rainfall, western 
Kenya and Uganda received increased rainfall during the past two 
weeks, alleviating a majority of abnormal dryness. Additionally, 
improved rainfall has also been alleviating long-term dryness in 
South Sudan (Figure 2).

Next week, heavy rainfall is expected to continue over northern 
Ethiopia, Eritrea, parts of Sudan, South Sudan and Uganda. 
Heavy rainfall will likely exacerbate flooding over many areas of 
the greater Nile River basin. Seasonal deficits should continue to 
improve with continued rainfall in Uganda and western Kenya.

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 1: Seven-Day Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Period: 10 August, 2022 - 16 August, 2022 

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 2: 30-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Period:  18 July, 2022 - 16 August, 2022

Africa Overview
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Yemen Overview

Temperatures  
During the past week, average maximum temperatures 
were warmer than normal across western Kazakhstan and 
southeast Kyrgyzstan. In contrast, cooler than normal mean 
temperatures were observed across western Pavlodar region 
of Kazakhstan, and Kandahar and Zabul regions of Afghanistan. 
Weekly average maximum temperatures reached 40°C to 
45°C across southern Afghanistan. Next week, warmer than 
normal mean temperatures are forecast across northwest 
Kazakhstan and eastern Tajikistan. In contrast, cooler than 
normal mean temperatures are forecast across northern, 
central, eastern and southern Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 
Turkmenistan, western Kyrgyzstan, western Tajikistan, and 
western, southern and eastern Afghanistan. Weekly average 
maximum temperatures are expected to reach 35°C to 40°C 
across southern Afghanistan.

Precipitation 
During the past week, heavy rainfall triggered flash 
flooding in the northern Parwan Province of Afghanistan 
and in Pakistan. Moderate to heavy precipitation was 
observed across North-Kazakhstan, central and eastern 
Akmola, Pavlodar, and northern and eastern Karaganda 
regions of Kazakhstan, northeast Kyrgyzstan and eastern 
Afghanistan. Slightly more precipitation was observed 
across southwest region of Pavlodar, Kazakhstan. Over 
the past 30-days, precipitation has relieved some dryness 
in northern Kostanay, western North-Kazakhstan, and 
northwest Akmola regions of Kazakhstan. Next week, 
moderate to heavy precipitation is forecast across eastern 
and northeast Afghanistan, northeast Kyrgyzstan, eastern 
Tajikistan and northern, western, and southeast Pakistan 
regions. Light to moderate precipitation is possible across 
northern Kazakhstan and southeast Afghanistan. Flooding 
is likely across eastern and northeast Afghanistan and 
northeast Kyrgyzstan.

Temperatures
During the past week, maximum temperatures were below 
average across western Yemen. Temperatures were much 
closer to average in the east. Maximum temperatures still 
exceeded 40°C and even 45°C in areas of the northeast, 
while temperatures remained below 35°C across much 
of the country. Minimum temperatures were slightly 
cooler than average in areas of the southwest, but above 
average in the northeast. Next week, cooler than average 
temperatures are forecast to continue.

Precipitation
During the past week, heavy rainfall was observed in 
across much of Yemen. Weeks of above-average rainfall 
has caused flooding in many western provinces. Flooding 
persists in many parts of the country; especially as heavy 
rainfall continues. Next week, heavy rainfall is again 
forecast, with the greatest totals expected in the west. 

Central Asia Overview
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ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.

August 19 - 25, 2022

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 3: Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Period: 17 August, 2022 - 23 August, 2022

Figure 4: CMORPH Climatological Rainfall (mm)      
Period: 16 July, 2022 - 22 August, 2022

Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Additional heavy rainfall will maintain a high risk 
for flash flooding across much of Central America
During the past week, rainfall was heavy over west-
ern Guatemala, the Gulf of Honduras, western El 
Salvador, central Nicaragua, and the Pacific coasts of 
Costa Rica and Panama. The increased rainfall trig-
gered flooding over the Alta Verapaz, San Marcos, 
Huehuetenango, Zacapa, and Chiquimula Depart-
ments in Guatemala. Meanwhile, light to moderate 
rainfall was recorded elsewhere in Central America. 
Over the past 30-days, most parts of Central America 
have received near to below-average rainfall, despite 
above-average seasonal rainfall in western and central ar-
eas of Guatemala. Over the past 90-days, much of Central America 
has experienced near to above-average seasonal rainfall. Excess rainfall 
and flooding has been observed across central Guatemala, southeastern Hon-
duras, northern and southwestern Nicaragua, and parts of central Costa Rica. 
This could indicate a near-average performance of the May – August rainy season 
despite below-average rainfall over the past several weeks. Next week, heavy rain-
fall is forecast over much of Guatemala, El Salvador, eastern Belize, western and east-
ern Honduras, eastern Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama. More moderate rainfall is 
expected elsewhere. The heavy rainfall is likely to further raise river levels, which could 
trigger flooding in urban areas of Guatemala and El Salvador. A Tropical Wave, located 
over eastern Nicaragua, is expected to move northwestward onto the Bay of Campeche, with 
some chance of development over the next few days.

Abnormal dryness and drought persist across Hispaniola 
During the past week, localized areas in central and southern Haiti and central Dominican Republic 
received moderate rainfall. Meanwhile, light rainfall was observed elsewhere. Overall, rainfall remained 
below-average, maintaining dryness and drought conditions across much of the region. Since mid-May, 
Hispaniola has experienced below-average rainfall resulting in drought over areas in southern, central, and northwestern Haiti and 
northwestern, southwestern, and eastern Dominican Republic. Next week, widespread, moderate to locally heavy rainfall is expected 
over Hispaniola, which will likely relieve some dryness in the region.

Central America and the Caribbean Overview


