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Widespread drought persists over the Greater Horn of Africa due to failed rainfall season

1.   Poor rainfall since the 
beginning of the March – 
May rainy season has led to 
abnormal dryness and drought 
across the Greater Horn of Africa with severe drought in 
north-central and eastern Ethiopia, the Kenya-Ethiopia 
border, Somalia, and southern Kenya.  
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A very poor rainfall season (March – May) recorded in the Horn 
of Africa
The Horn of Africa saw well below-average rainfall accumulation 
during the rainy season with southern, central, and northeastern 
Ethiopia and a large portion of Kenya, Somalia and northern 
Tanzania experiencing significantly reduced rainfall (Figure 1). The 
delayed onset to the rainy season was followed by poor rainfall 
distribution, and although some areas received increased rainfall 
in May, the timing and amount was insufficient to fully decrease 
accumulated dryness. Next week, heavy rainfall is expected over 
western Ethiopia while limited rainfall is forecast over much of the 
East Africa region. Maximum temperatures are anticipated to be 
above-average over western Ethiopia, South Sudan, Uganda, and 
Kenya. 

Seasonal rainfall continues in West Africa
Last week, much of West Africa continued to receive seasonal 
rainfall with above-average rainfall observed in the far west of the 
region as well as in portions of the Gulf of Guinea and the Sahel 
and below-average rainfall observed across southern Cote d’Ivoire, 
Ghana, Togo, and central Nigeria. Increased rainfall was observed 
in localized areas of Guinea, Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana, Burkina Faso, 
Nigeria, and Chad (Figure 2). In addition, light to moderate rainfall 
was observed over the Sudanian-Guinean and portions of the 
Sahel regions. Over the last 30 days, below-average rainfall was 
observed in central and eastern Gulf of Guinea. 

Next week, heavy rainfall is forecast in the far western portion 
of West Africa including Guinea with light rain anticipated in the 
Gulf of Guinea and parts of the Sahel. Maximum temperatures are 
anticipated to be above-average across southern Mali, eastern 
Guinea, western Burkina Faso, northwestern Cote d’Ivoire, and 
northern-central Nigeria. 

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 1: 3-Month Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Period: 01 April, 2022 - 07 June, 2022 

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 2: Seven-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Period:  01 June, 2022 - 07 June, 2022

Africa Overview
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Yemen Overview

Temperatures  
Last week, maximum temperatures were 2°C to 6°C above 
average across southwestern Kazakhstan, western Uzbekistan, 
western and central Turkmenistan, and southeastern 
Kyrgyzstan while the average temperature was below normal 
across northeastern and eastern Kazakhstan. The weekly 
average maximum temperature in southern Afghanistan and 
western and central Turkmenistan was 35°C to 40°C. 

Next week, temperatures are forecast to be 1°C to 6°C 
above average across much of the region; however, 
average temperatures are forecast to be below normal 
across northwestern Kazakhstan. The average maximum 
temperature is forecast to range between 35°C to 40°C across 
central and southeastern Turkmenistan, eastern Uzbekistan, 
and southern Kazakhstan.

Precipitation 
Light to moderate rainfall was observed across Kyrgyzstan, 
much of Kazakhstan, and central Tajikistan last week. 
According to USGS snowfall for irrigation analysis, 
snowpack and liquid water equivalent of snowfall are 
decreasing across eastern, central, and northwestern 
Tajikistan, northeastern Afghanistan, and western and 
eastern Kyrgyzstan.

Next week, moderate to heavy rainfall is predicted across 
Tajikistan and northeastern Afghanistan, with heavy rainfall 
predicted in Kyrgyzstan which potential for flooding. Light 
to moderate rainfall is anticipated across northwestern, 
northern, and eastern Kazakhstan.  

Temperatures 
Over the past week, southern Yemen experienced above-
average maximum temperatures with the central and 
southern coastal areas of the country experiencing 
maximum temperatures well above 40°C.  Next week, 
seasonally average temperatures are expected with 
average temperatures ranging at or just above 30°C in the 
central and eastern regions and ranging at or just above 
25°C in the western areas. 

Precipitation
Scattered, moderate rainfall was observed across Yemen 
last week with light rainfall over the western and southern 
coastal areas. While increased rainfall in southwestern 
and southern Yemen last week have maintained above-
average rainfall overall over the last 30 days, abnormal 
dryness persists across western Yemen. Next week, above-
average dry conditions are forecast to continue, which 
may increase dryness across Yemen.

Central Asia Overview
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ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 3: Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Period: 09 June, 2022 - 15 June, 2022

Figure 4: CMORPH Climatological Rainfall (mm)      
Period: 08 June, 2022 - 0714 June, 2022

Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Current saturated conditions and continued heavy 
rainfall are likely to maintain a high risk of flooding and 
landslides in Central America
Portions of Central America received heavy rainfall last 
week with the heaviest rainfall received over parts of 
northern and eastern Guatemala, Belize, much of Hon-
duras, localized Pacific coastal regions of Nicaragua, 
Costa Rica, and Panama. Flooding and landslides were 
reported in Guatemala and Honduras over the past 
weeks, and there is potential for flooding in Honduras 
and El Salvador. Below-average rainfall was experienced 
elsewhere including in parts of Guatemala, southern Hondu-
ras, El Salvador, and Panama. Total rainfall accumulation over the past 
30 days is above-average in central Guatemala, Belize, northern and eastern 
Honduras, and Nicaragua. Given the saturated conditions in these areas, additional 
rainfall may potentially lead to flooding. Whereas poor rainfall distribution since April 
persists in northern Guatemala and portions of northern Belize, leading to abnormal 
dryness. Dry conditions are present in southern Guatemala, El Salvador, and southeastern 
Nicaragua. Next week, above-average rainfall is forecast with heavy rains expected through-
out the region with a high risk of flooding and landslides in many localized areas. Temperatures 
are anticipated to be near average across much of the region.

Abnormal dryness persists in parts of Haiti and the Dominican Republic due to poor rainfall
While a small portion of central Haiti and western Dominican Republic received light rainfall last week, little 
to no rainfall was observed across Hispaniola, except for northwestern Haiti which experience near to above-
average rainfall. The well below-average rainfall accumulation last week strengthened the continuation of dry 
conditions across much of Hispaniola. In central Hispaniola, abnormal dryness persists in many areas due to poor 
rainfall accumulation since late April. Next week, limited and potentially below-average rainfall is forecast over 
Hispaniola with light rains anticipated across the island. Temperatures are expected to be 1°C to 6°C above average.

Central America and the Caribbean Overview


