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Drought persists over the Horn of Africa despite recent increased rainfall over some areas in the region

1. Severe drought persists
in southern Madagascar.

2. Abnormal dryness remains
present across southern Mozambique, Zimbabwe, and
northern Botswana.

3. Inconsistent rainfall and dryness since late December has
caused severe drought in parts of Namibia and Angola.

4. Longer periods of decreased rainfall have led to expanding
drought conditions across northeastern Ethiopia,
northeastern Kenya and far southern Somalia.
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A poor belg rainy season has caused drought conditions across 
the Horn of Africa
The Horn of Africa received below-average rainfall during the belg 
rainy season. Southwestern and eastern Ethiopia, much of Kenya, 
southern Somalia, and northern Tanzania received significantly 
reduced rainfall (Figure 1). The delayed onset to the belg season 
and poor rainfall distribution in March and April has caused drought 
in southern and eastern Ethiopia, Kenya, and southern Somalia.

Next week, moderate rainfall is expected over western Ethiopia 
while decreased and limited rainfall is forecast over much of the 
region. 

Increased, widespread rainfall continued across West Africa last 
week
increased rainfall distribution was observed over West Africa with 
moderate to heavy localized rainfall along the Gulf of Guinea, 
particularly in southern Ghana and southern Nigeria (Figure 
2). In addition, light to moderate rainfall was observed over the 
Sudanian-Guinean region. Cumulative rainfall over the past 30 
days has been above-average over the majority of Gulf of Guinea 
countries. 

Next week, moderate to heavy localized rainfall is forecast in Sierra 
Leone, Liberia, portions of Guinea, and central and southern Nigeria 
with light rainfall forecast in the remainder of the sub-region. Total 
rainfall in the sub-region is expected to be near average. 

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 1: 3-Month Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Period: 01 March, 2022 - 10 May, 2022 

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 2: 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Period:  04 May, 2022 - 10 May, 2022

Africa Overview



Famine Early Warning Systems Network 3

Weather Hazards Summary

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA

Flooding
Abnormal Dryness
Drought
Severe Drought
Tropical Cyclone
Potential Locust Outbreak
Heavy Snow
Abnormal Cold
Abnormal Heat

May 13 - 19, 2022

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA

Flooding
Abnormal Dryness
Drought
Severe Drought
Tropical Cyclone
Potential Locust Outbreak
Heavy Snow
Abnormal Cold
Abnormal Heat

Yemen Overview

Temperatures  
During the past week, maximum temperatures were above 
average across southern and eastern Kazakhstan, eastern 
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and southern and 
northeastern Afghanistan while the average temperature was 
below normal across northwestern Kazakhstan. Next week, 
temperatures are forecast to be above normal across much of 
the region; however, average temperatures are forecast to be 
below normal across western Kazakhstan, western Uzbekistan, 
Turkmenistan, and western and southern Afghanistan. Sub-
freezing minimum temperatures are predicted across eastern 
Tajikistan. 

Precipitation 
During the past week, increased rainfall was observed across 
northeastern Afghanistan with heavy rainfall triggering flash 
floods in Badakhshan, Herat, Badghis and Helmand among 
other areas. Moderate to heavy rainfall was observed 
across the region, particularly in northeastern and northern 
Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, western Tajikistan, western 
Uzbekistan, western Turkmenistan, and southern and 
central Kazakhstan. According to USGS snowfall for irrigation 
analysis, snowpack and liquid water equivalent of snowfall 
are decreasing across eastern, central, and northwestern 
Tajikistan, central and northeastern Afghanistan and 
western and eastern Kyrgyzstan. Next week, moderate to 
heavy rainfall is predicted across Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
northeastern Afghanistan, western, northwestern, and 
southeastern Kazakhstan, and southeastern Uzbekistan 
with potential for flooding across northern, central, and 
western Kyrgyzstan, northeastern Afghanistan, and central 
and northeastern Tajikistan. 

Temperatures 
During the past week, average maximum temperatures were 
above normal over western and eastern Yemen and remained 
near average elsewhere in the country. In northeastern Yemen, 
maximum temperatures ranged from 40°C to 45°C. Next week, 
average temperatures are expected to remain below 35°C. 
Temperatures are expected to be higher than normal along 
the southern coast of Yemen, while below-normal, average 
temperatures are expected in northern Yemen.   

Precipitation
During the past week, dry conditions prevailed across 
Yemen, except western Yemen, which received light to 
moderate rainfall. Over the last 30 days, rainfall totals were 
average to above average, with more substantial rainfall 
observed in western Yemen. Next week, below-average 
rainfall is forecast in Yemen, which may lead to dryness in 
localized areas. 

Central Asia Overview
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ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 3: Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Period: 12 May, 2022 - 18 May, 2022

Figure 4: CMORPH aClimatological Rainfall (mm)      
Period: 11 May, 2022 - 17 May, 2022

Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Parts of Guatemala and Honduras remain abnormally 
dry despite increased rainfall
Early last week, increased rainfall was observed across 
Central America, particularly along the Pacific coastal 
regions and southern Caribbean. Heavy rainfall was ob-
served in El Salvador, Gulf of Fonseca, Costa Rica, and 
Panama, which may have triggered flashfloods in local-
ized areas. In the last 30 days, rainfall was well above-
average in the region particularly in the Pacific and Atlan-
tic Littorals and the southern Caribbean. Below-average 
rainfall over central and northern Guatemala, western 
Belize, and parts of western Honduras contributed to the 
persistence of abnormal dryness in the region. As the prim-
era rainy season progresses, areas in the region are expected to gradu-
ally receive increased rainfall. Next week, below-average rainfall is forecast 
across Central America, which may contribute to increased or persistent dryness in 
the region. Temperatures are expected to be slightly above-average over western and 
northern Guatemala and central Nicaragua. 

Cumulative rainfall over the past 30 days is above-average in Hispaniola
Heavy rainfall was observed over the southwestern and northern-central Haiti and across 
the Dominican Republic last week, contributing to wetter than average conditions across 
Hispaniola. Next week, near to above-average rainfall is forecast over Hispaniola. 

Central America and the Caribbean Overview

NO HAZARDS


