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Somalia experiences flooding due to persistent heavy rainfall

1.   Desert locust swarms 
and hopper bands have 
begun to decrease in parts of 
East Africa. 

2.   Rainy season performance has been below-average in parts 
of East Africa.

3.   Long term dryness has caused severe drought in parts of East 
Africa. 

4.   Persistent rainfall in Rawanda has caused flooding that is forcast 
to last through next week.

5.   Increased rainfall in Ethiopia has flowed down the Juba and 
Shebelle rivers, causing flooding in parts of Somalia.

6.   Light to no rainfall has lead to abnormal dryness across central 
Nigeria.
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East Africa experiences flash floods due to heavy rainfall
Over the past few days, Eastern Africa experienced dangerous 
flooding, specifically:  Severe flooding across Butaleja in eastern 
Uganda, a deadly flood in Mogadishu with riverine overflow in 
Jowhar in Somalia, and 9 fatalities after heavy rainfall across Dire 
Dawa in Ethiopia. Last week, western Ethiopia, western Kenya, 
eastern South Sudan, and eastern Uganda received moderate 
to heavy rainfall (Figure 1). The recent rainfall has tremendously 
relieved abnormal dryness across north-central and central 
Ethiopia. Meanwhile,  abnormal dryness persists and has led to 
drought in northeastern Ethiopia, northeastern Kenya, and far 
southern Somalia (Figure 2). 

Next week, above-average rainfall is forecast in western and 
southern Ethiopia, Uganda, and northeastern Democratic Republic 
of Congo. Average rainfall is expected in central Somalia, South 
Sudan, western Kenya, and eastern Ethiopia, meanwhile below-
average rainfall is expected across northern and southern Somalia, 
northern Ethiopia, Tanzania, and southern Kenya.
 
Heavy rainfall triggers flooding in parts of Burundi 
Last week, light rainfall was observed in eastern Guinea, Liberia, 
Cote d’Ivoire, and Burkina Faso, with heaviest above-average 
rainfall totals recorded in Togo, Ghana and Benin (Figure 1). 

Next week, seasonal rainfall is forecast in Guinea, Liberia, and 
Sierra Leone. Below-average rainfall is forecast across Cote 
d’Ivoire, Togo, Ghana, Benin, and western Nigeria which is likely 
to increase the dry conditions. In contrast, southern Cameroon is 
forecast to experience above-average rainfall is forecast, which is 
likely to relieve dryness. 

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 1: RFE 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Period: May 05 - 11, 2021 

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 2: RFE 30-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Period:  March 01 - May 11, 2021
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Temperatures 
Last week, temperatures in Pakistan, southern Uzbekistan, 
and Turkmenistan were near normal. Meanwhile, 
temperatures across Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan reached above 
average. Temperatures in Kazakhstan exceeded 30°C. Next 
week, above-normal temperatures are forecast in northern 
Afghanistan and northern Pakistan while a below normal 
temperature is forecast in the remaining area of Central Asia.  

Precipitation
Last week, light rainfall was reported across western 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, northern Turkmenistan, several 
local areas of Uzbekistan, central Afghanistan, and central 
Kazakhstan, while heavy to moderate rainfall continued 
across southern Turkmenistan and northwestern Afghanistan. 
The increase of rainfall over central and northern Afghanistan 
is likely to increase flash floods in the northeast region. Light 
to moderate rainfall is forecast across Tajikistan and northern 
Pakistan while dry weather is forecast elsewhere in Central 
Asia.

Temperatures 
Last week, temperatures averaged 20°C to 25°C in the western 
Yemen mountains and more than 35°C in central and eastern 
Yemen. The temperatures were slightly above-average in 
south-central Yemen and close to average elsewhere. Next 
week, temperatures are forecast to be slightly above-average 
over most of the country by 1°C to 2°C, with the northeast 
forecast to reach 2°C to 4°C. Temperatures are also forecast 
to reach 36°C in the northeast, between 30°C to 35°C in 
central areas, and 25°C in the eastern mountains.  

Precipitation
As the rainy season begins, there is concern for an increased 
presence of desert locus in the central part of Yemen. Last 
week, southwestern Yemen continued to receive above-
average rainfall, with the heaviest rainfall recorded in the 
southwest. Flooding continues in many governorates. Next 
week, light rainfall is forecast for much of the west Yemen . 

Central Asia Overview
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ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.

May 14 - May 20, 2021

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 4: GEFS Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Ending: May 19, 2021

Figure 5: GEFS Rainfall Anomaly (mm)      
Valid: May 12 - 18, 2021

Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Central America continues to experience heavy 
rainfall and flooding 
Over the last 30-days, rainfall was mostly near 
to above-average throughout Central America. 
West-central and southern Guatemala, Gulf of 
Honduras, Costa Rica, and Panama experienced the 
above-average rainfall reported, whereas northern 
Guatemala, northern Belize, eastern Honduras, and 
north eastern Nicaragua, experienced slightly below-
average rainfall. Northern and southern parts of 
Guatemala and the southern Caribbean experienced light 
rainfall, while central Honduras and Nicaragua experienced little to 
no rainfall.

Next week, near to below-average rainfall is forecast over Central America. 
Moderate to heavy rainfall is forecast to persist over Guatemala, El Salvador, western 
Honduras, eastern Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama. Specifically in Guatemala,  heavy 
rainfall is likely to cause flooding.

Hispaniola continues to experience abnormal dryness due to persistent below-average rain-
fall 
Over the last 30-days, eastern north-central Haiti, west-central and northwestern Dominican Republic, 
experienced below average rainfall. Meanwhile, rainfall was near to above-average along the south coast 
of Hispaniola. Last week, much of Haiti and southern Dominican Republic experienced moderate rainfall while 
dryness persisted elsewhere. Next week, moderate rains are forecast in Haiti and western Dominican Republic 
while light rains are forecast elsewhere.

Central America and the Caribbean Overview


