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Above average dryness returns to Eastern Africa, while Southern Africa experiences above average rainfall 

Africa Weather Hazards

1. Desert locust swarms
persist in Ethiopia,
Somalia, and Kenya.
Swarms continue to affect
Tanzania and the Kilimanjaro Region.

2. Much of east-central Madagascar remains abnormally
dry while drought persists in the South.

3. Below-average rainfall since the start of the rainy season 
has led to abnormal dryness and drought in Angola and 
northwestern Namibia.

4. African migratory locusts were recently increased in
southeastern Angola, northwestern and northeastern
Botswana, northeastern Namibia, southern and western
Zambia.

5. Abnormal dryness persists in southern South Africa
Mozambique.
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

The Horn of Africa receives below average rainfall
During the past 30-days, East Africa has experienced drier 
than average conditions. Rainfall over parts of southwestern 
and eastern Ethiopia, western and southern Kenya, and 
northern Tanzania was below-average (Figure 1). In parts of 
western Yemen, rainfall was slightly below average, however, 
conditions are likely to improve following the onset of the 
April-June rainy season. In parts of southern South Sudan and 
northern Uganda dry conditions strengthened due to below 
average rainfall since mid-to late February. Last week parts of 
western and southern Ethiopia, South Sudan, and southern 
Somalia received favorable rainfall, reducing dryness in local 
areas, while below-average rainfall continued in eastern 
Ethiopia, strengthening dryness. 

The March – May rainy season is likely to be delayed over large 
parts of Ethiopia and Kenya. Desert locust swarms and hopper 
bands are still present in areas of southwestern Ethiopia, 
northwestern Somalia, and southwestern Kenya, although 
according to Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), their 
numbers are declining due to ongoing mitigation measures 

Next week, below average rainfall is forecast again for much 
of East Africa. Below-average rainfall is likely to strengthen 
dryness in the region. 

 

Heavy rains led to flooding over parts of Angola
Last week, rainfall over southern Angola, southern Malawi, 
northern Mozambique, and central Madagascar was above-
average (Figure 2). Severe flash floods reported in Angola, 
fatalities and many people were affected, according to media 
reports. Light rainfall was reported over northern Namibia, 
portions of Botswana, South Africa, and northern Zambia, 
while dryness was recorded over Zimbabwe and central 
Mozambique. For this reporting period, wetter-than-average 
conditions continue in eastern Zambia, Malawi, northern 
Mozambique, and western Madagascar, whereas dryness 
spreads from southern Angola, northwestern Namibia, 
southwestern Zambia, northeastern Botswana, Zimbabwe, 
eastern South, Africa, to central and southern Mozambique. 
Dryness was also registered over eastern and southern 
Madagascar. 

Although increased rainfall observed, a continuation of below 
average rain will further dryness. In Southern Africa, a second 
wave of African Migratory Locust (AML) was reported to be 
more severe in northcentral and eastern Namibia. 
Next week, above-average rainfall is forecast throughout the 
northern parts of Southern Africa and Madagascar, whereas 
light to near-average rains are expected elsewhere.
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Figure 1: RFE 30-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: February 22  - March 23, 2021

Figure 2:  RFE 7-Day Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)  
Valid: March 17- March 23, 2021
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures
Last week, much of Central Asia recorded below normal 
temperatures (-1˚ to -8˚C) . Minimum temperatures fell to 
near -30˚C across Kazakhstan, while freezing temperatures 
were recorded in northern and western Afghanistan. 

Next week, temperatures are likely to be near to above 
normal. Maximum temperatures are expected to reach 
more than 30˚C across the lower elevations of western and 
southern Afghanistan.  

Precipitation
Widespread rainfall and snowfall fell throughout 
Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and southern 
Kazakhstan for the second consecutive week. The 
precipitation during March continues to increase moisture 
and reduce the current abnormal dryness in the area. The 
drought hazard is based on RFE satellite estimates of 90-day precipitation deficits.  

Additional rainfall and snowfall are forecast for northern Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan. There is an increased risk of flash 
flooding across northwest Afghanistan due to heavy rainfall.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Coastal facing Central America region receives average rainfall for this season 
This week, Central America received light rainfall. The most affected areas of Central America were observed along the east coast of 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica. Observations in parts of Guatemala and small portions of northern Honduras were relatively high but trailed 
behind Nicaragua and Costa Rica. Many more central and Pacific coastal areas received significant rainfall this reporting period. Central 
America this week recieved slightly above average rainfall for mid-March resulting in higher moisture for the period, most notably for 
eastern Nicaragua and Panama. Over the past 90 days, conditions appear similar except for a small portion of southern Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica that exhibits slight dryness. Next week, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama, will receive above average amounts of rainfall. Light rains 
are also forecasted in southwestern Guatemala.

Increased moisture in Hispaniola brings an end to above average dryness
Hispaniola received light showers this reporting period across most of the coastal portions of the region, typical for mid-March. 
30-day rainfall indicates high moisture over the island with many areas showing similar conditions. However, far-eastern Domini-
can Republic received slightly below average dryness. Over the longer-term 90-day period, eastern Dominican Republic experi-
enced dryness. Conditions are otherwise wetter than average. The Dominican Republic experienced increased moisture due to
above average rainfall. Next week, Hispaniola will experience light to moderate rainfall, typical for the time of year.

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 4: GEFS Mean Total Rainfall (mm) 
Period: March 31, 2021

Figure 4: CMORPH Climatological Rainfall (mm)
Period: March 24-30, 2021

Source: NOAA/CPC




