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Angola and Madagascar remain abnormally dry while flooding persists in South Africa and Botswana  

1. Desert locust swarms
and bands continue
to threaten the Horn of
Africa, especially parts of
Somalia and Kenya.

2. Much of Madagascar remains abnormally dry. Drought
persists in southern parts of the country.

3. Below-average rainfall since the start of the rainy season
has led to abnormal dryness and drought in parts of Angola
and Namibia.

4. Desert locusts were recently reported in parts of South
Africa, northern Namibia, western Botswana, and Zambia.

5. Abnormal dryness persists in northwestern Mozambique.

6. Heavy rainfall is likely to continue increasing the risk for river
flooding in Botswana and Zambia.

7. Heavy rainfall over the past couple of weeks has caused river
flooding in the Orange River basin in South Africa. Additional states
are at a heightened risk for flooding.
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

Botswana and parts of South Africa receive heavy rainfall
Last week, rainfall in Botswana, Madagascar, and eastern 
South Africa was above-average, with the heaviest rainfall 
totals recorded in Botswana and similar totals in parts of 
South Africa (Figure 1). Associated flooding is reported in 
Mpumalanga State and other wet areas of South Africa and 
across Botswana. Rainfall in Zambia, Malawi, Southeastern 
DRC, and Tanzania was more moderate. Despite widespread 
rainfall in Madagascar, significant weekly deficits persist in 
northern areas of the country, while southern areas received 
favorable rainfall. Significant abnormal dryness also persists in 
parts of Angola, Namibia, and northern Mozambique.

Rainfall has been relatively consistent throughout the Southern 
Africa rainy season, as the 30-day and 90-day rainfall totals 
remain similar. Negative 30-day rainfall anomalies persist 
in many parts of Madagascar, northwestern Mozambique, 
western and central Angola, and parts to the far-northwest 
of Namibia (Figure 2). Some smaller rainfall deficits are also 
recorded in the maize triangle region of South Africa, but 
dryness has recently improved. Meanwhile, parts of southern 
and central Mozambique, eastern Zimbabwe, Namibia, and 
Botswana received heavy rainfall. Prolonged dryness coupled 
with below-average rainfall in southern Madagascar and 
southwestern Angola has raised concern for potential drought 
in the region.

Next week, heavy and above-average rainfall is forecast for 
Zambia, Malawi, northern Mozambique, southern DRC, and 
Tanzania, with the heaviest rainfall totals forecast over much 
of Madagascar. Meanwhile, dry conditions are expected to 
persist in western Angola, Botswana, and South Africa.

Desert locust remains a significant concern across the horn 
of Africa
Last week, Ethiopia observed scattered rainfall, anticipating 
the onset of the Belg rains next month. In southern Kenya and 
parts of Tanzania, rainfall increased, while rainfall in Uganda 
was below-average. Next week, Tanzania and southern Kenya 
are likely to record increased rainfall, while below-average 
rainfall is likely to persist over central parts of Ethiopia.

The presence of desert locusts across the Horn of Africa 
remains a concern. Adult locusts have spread into parts of 
Yemen, while immature swarms are also widespread in Kenya. 
Despite mitigation measures underway to prevent breeding 
in the future, locusts are expected to threaten the region 
through March.
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Figure 1: RFE 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: February 03 - 09, 2021

Figure 2:  RFE 30-Day Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)   
Valid: January 11 - February 09, 2021



Famine Early Warning Systems Network 3

Weather Hazards Summary

Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures
Last week abnormal temperatures were observed across 
Central Asia. Minimum temperatures reached -20C across 
north-central Kazakhstan, while temperatures remained 
above freezing in the lower elevations of Afghanistan. Next 
week, freezing temperatures likely to fall below -30C are 
forecast for northern Kazakhstan.

Precipitation
Last week, much of Central Asia remained dry, with 
only light snowfall recorded over northern Kazakhstan. 
Precipitation deficits persist across Afghanistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan, with smaller negative anomalies 
in the central highlands of Afghanistan. Drought is forecast 
for parts of northern Afghanistan, where significant 
dryness is present. Next week, light snowfall is forecast for 
parts of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan. Mostly dry 
weather is likely to strengthen abnormal dryness and drought in Afghanistan.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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1.   Abnormal dryness and below-average rainfall 
persist in parts of the Dominican Republic. 1

NO HAZARDS
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Dry weather is forecast for parts of Central America
Weather patterns indicate mostly dry conditions across Central America next week. However, light rainfall is forecast along the coasts 
of northern Honduras, Costa Rica, and Panama. Over the past 30-days, rainfall has been near-average across the region, except in parts 
of eastern Honduras and northeastern Nicaragua, where 30-day rainfall deficits are present. Meanwhile, rainfall in northern Honduras, 
southeastern Nicaragua, and parts of the southern Caribbean was above-average. Continued seasonal rainfall should relieve dryness in 
many local areas during the apante, December-April, growing season. Next week, the region is forecast to receive near-average rainfall. 
Heavy rainfall is possible over western Guatemala, with heavy winds forecast across central parts of Guatemala and northern Honduras.

Eastern Hispaniola remains abnormally dry
Last week, northern and southern parts of Haiti and the northern Dominican Republic received light rainfall. Meanwhile, parts of 
the northwestern Dominican Republic recorded heavy rainfall. Increased rainfall during the week provided relief to some short-
term dryness in the region. However, significant dryness persists following 30-day rainfall deficits over the eastern Dominican 
Republic. Next week, dry weather is forecast for Hispaniola. Light rainfall is possible over parts of the eastern Dominican Republic. 

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: GEFS Mean Total Rainfall (mm) 
Period: February 17, 2021

Figure 4: CMORPH Climatological Rainfall (mm)
Period: February 09-15, 2021

Source: NOAA/CPC


