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Flooding continues across West and East Africa

1.   Desert locust swarms 
remain present across 
parts of Kenya, Uganda, 
South Sudan, Ethiopia, 
Somalia, Eritrea, and Yemen. Desert locusts continue 
to seriously impact Yemen and other areas of the sub-
region.

2.  Above-average rainfall since July has caused widespread 
flooding across Sudan, South Sudan, and Ethiopia. The 
additional forecast rainfall is likely to maintain a high flood 
risk.

4.  Heavy rainfall over the past several weeks has caused 
flooding across Burkina Faso, Ghana, and Nigeria. Heavy 
rainfall forecast for next week is likely to increase the risk of 
continued flooding.

1 1

13

2

2
23



Famine Early Warning Systems Network 2

Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

Heavy rainfall triggers flooding in southern Ghana
Last week the Gulf of Guinea received increased rainfall. At the 
same time, many Sahelian countries continued to receive light 
to moderate rainfall. Areas in Liberia, Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana, 
Togo, Benin, and Nigeria recorded some more moderate to 
locally heavy rainfall, with the largest amounts recorded in 
southern Nigeria (Figure 1). In Ghana, heavy rainfall triggered 
significant flooding in the south. Despite elevated risks for 
flooding, the recent rainfall alleviated abnormal dryness, which 
has affected the Gulf of Guinea over the past few months. 
During the past 30-days, parts of Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana, and 
Togo have shown small to moderate rainfall deficits, while 
West Africa has received favorable rainfall.

Next week, heavy rainfall is forecast for Guinea-Conakry and 
Cameroon, increasing the risk of flooding and exacerbating 
conditions over previously-flooded areas. Light rainfall is 
generally expected across Senegal, Burkina Faso, and Niger, 
which could trigger additional flooding in previously flooded 
areas.
 
The Horn of Africa experiences a favorable June-September 
rainy season
An analysis of the June-September rainfall performance has 
shown a mostly favorable seasonal rainfall over the Horn 
of Africa. Sudan, South Sudan, Uganda, northeastern DRC, 
southwestern Kenya, northern Ethiopia, Djibouti, Eritrea, 
coastal and northwestern Somalia, and Yemen recorded 
seasonal rainfall surpluses. Over the past 30-days, the region 
has experienced a similar seasonal rainfall pattern, with 
western and eastern Sudan and northern Ethiopia recording 
the largest surpluses (Figure 2). Flooding and overflowing 
rivers have affected several parts of Sudan, South Sudan, 
and Ethiopia. Flooding has affected the majority of states in 
South Sudan. Similarly, in Ethiopia, flooding and overflowing 
river levels have affected the Afar and Amhara regions. In 
contrast, over the past 30-days below-average rainfall persists 
in northern and east-central Ethiopia.

A recent basin excess rainfall analysis depicted that very high 
potential for flooding continued over central and eastern 
Sudan, western Eritrea, and northeastern Ethiopia. Moderate 
to high flood risks also existed across South Sudan, northern 
DRC, northern Uganda, and western Ethiopia. With the 
continuation of late-season and above-average rains, chances 
for flooding are likely to continue.

Next week, heavy rainfall is forecast in western Ethiopia, 
western South Sudan, and western Uganda, while in eastern 
South Sudan, eastern Ethiopia, and northern Somalia, light 
to moderate rainfall is expected. Light rainfall is expected 
elsewhere. Decreased rainfall should help relieve wetness and 
oversaturation over some parts of Sudan.
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Figure 1: RFE 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: September 23 - September 29, 2020 

Figure 2:  ARC 30-Day Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)   
Valid: August 31 - September 29, 2020
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Last week, temperatures averaged 1 to 4C below normal 
across Central Asia. Northern and eastern Kazakhstan and 
higher elevations of Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan 
observed widespread subfreezing temperatures. Next 
week, minimum temperatures are likely to average near 
to slightly above normal.  Similar to the previous week, 
subfreezing temperatures are forecast for northern and 
eastern Kazakhstan and areas at higher elevations.

Precipitation
Last week, parts of Kazakhstan recorded widespread 
rainfall for the second consecutive week. 30-day 
precipitation deficits are limited to the extreme north 
of Kazakhstan. Next week, rain and snow are forecast 
for the highest elevations across northeast Afghanistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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1.   Below-average rainfall over the past two 
months has strengthened abnormal dryness 
and drought over a large area in the east of 
Hispaniola. 

2.   Below-average rainfall persists across Belize. 
Below-average rainfall is forecast next week 
and will likely maintain dry conditions.
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Heavy rainfall is likely to relieve some dryness in Belize
Last week, Guatemala, El Salvador, Costa Rica, and Panama received moderate to heavy rainfall. Meanwhile, in Belize, northern 
and eastern parts of Honduras, and central and eastern parts of Nicaragua, light rainfall persists. Over the past 60-days, rainfall 
performance has remained below-average across Belize, the Gulf of Belize, and northwestern Honduras. Next week, above-average 
rainfall is forecast for Central America. Southern  Honduras is forecast to receive moderate rainfall. In contrast, heavy rainfall is forecast 
over Belize, northern and central parts of Guatemala, northern Honduras, Panama, and Costa Rica, which is likely to trigger flooding. 

Abnormal dryness and drought persist across Hispaniola
Last week the Dominican Republic received favorable rainfall. Meanwhile, the central departments of Haiti and other parts of the 
country received very little rainfall. Over the past 30-days, Haiti’s conditions have been drier than normal, and abnormal dryness 
continues to affect the island. The Islands southern peninsula received 80% of expected rainfall over the last 90 days. A relatively 
below-average rainfall pattern is forecast to continue into next week. Tropical cyclone activity is not expected to be a concern.

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: CMORPH Rainfall Climatology (mm)      
Period: October 07, 2020

Figure 5: GEFS Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: September 29 - October 05, 2020


