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Africa Weather Hazards
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Below-average rainfall since May has resulted in abnormal dryness in parts of Uganda, Kenya, and Somalia

1.   Desert locust swarms, 
groups, and bands are 
present in a wide area 
of the Horn of Africa. New 
hopper bands have formed in parts of Kenya, Ethiopia, 
Somalia, and Yemen, and are likely to migrate into 
neighboring areas as far as West Africa.

2.  Following several weeks of above-average rainfall across 
West Africa, heavy rainfall last week triggered flooding 
across Cote d’Ivoire and Nigeria. There is a risk for 
continued flooding if heavy rains continue next week. 

3.  Below-average rainfall since mid-May has caused 
abnormal dryness in parts of Uganda, Kenya, and southern 
Somalia. Light rainfall next week is likely to maintain dry 
conditions. 
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

West Africa continues to experience heavy rainfall and 
flooding 
Last week, West Africa received above-average rainfall, with 
the heaviest totals recorded over Guinea-Conakry, Sierra 
Leone, and Liberia, the southern Sahel, Nigeria, and southern 
Chad (Figure 1). Favorable rainfall was also recorded over many 
parts of the Sahel, including southern Mauritania, central Mali, 
and central Niger. The excess rainfall subsequently triggered 
flooding and landslides across parts of Monrovia, Liberia; 
Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire; and Lagos, Nigeria. Although parts of 
the Gulf of Guinea experienced a slight reduction in rainfall 
during the past week, additional rains during the outlook 
period will maintain a high risk for flooding over many local 
areas. 

Next week, another week of rainfall is forecast for Guinea-
Conakry, Sierra Leone, southwestern Mali, and southern 
Nigeria. Light to moderate amounts of rainfall is expected over 
southeastern Cote d’Ivoire, increasing risks for flooding.

Seasonal rainfall continues over eastern Africa
Last week, many areas of eastern Africa, including western 
South Sudan, southern and eastern Sudan, northern Uganda, 
and western Ethiopia continued to receive heavy rainfall 
(Figure 2). Light to locally moderate rains also fell over eastern 
Ethiopia, southwestern Kenya, northern and southern parts 
of Somalia, and southern Yemen. Across the Horn of Africa, 
rainfall was near to above-average maintaining wetter-than-
average conditions during the past 30-days. Meanwhile, 
moisture deficits persist over parts of west-central Ethiopia, 
Uganda, and coastal areas of Kenya, and southern Somalia due 
to insufficient rainfall since mid to late May. 

Desert locust swarms continue to threaten the Horn of 
Africa despite ongoing mitigation measures. Recently formed 
hoppers are expected to migrate from northwestern Kenya to 
South Sudan and possibly southern Sudan and from southern 
and northeastern Kenya to areas farther north during late 
June.

Next week heavy showers are again forecast for Ethiopia, 
while more moderate amounts of rainfall are expected over 
South Sudan, south-central and southwestern Sudan, and 
western and southern Yemen. Light rains are forecast over 
eastern Sudan, South Sudan, and Uganda, while lighter rainfall 
is possible along with coastal areas of eastern Africa, which 
may relieve some dryness in the region.
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Figure 1: ARC 2 Month Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)   
Valid: May 1 - June 30, 2020

Figure 2: RFE 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm) 
Valid: June 24 - June 30, 2020
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Below-normal temperatures were recorded across 
Kazakhstan for the second consecutive week, while near 
to slightly below normal temperatures were recorded 
elsewhere in the region. Next week, temperatures are 
expected to be near normal for early July. Although 
maximum temperatures are likely to exceed 40° C in the 
lower elevations of Afghanistan.

Precipitation
Last week northern and eastern Kazakhstan received 
scattered rainfall with heavier amounts of rainfall recorded 
in northern Pakistan and northeastern Afghanistan. Parts 
of the region remain abnormally dry. Next week, favorable 
rainfall is forecast for northern Kazakhstan and may relieve 
some dryness in the region. Heavy rainfall, associated with 
the onset of the Indian Monsoon, is persisting across India and may increase the risk for flooding across Pakistan by mid-July. 

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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1.   High river levels in Peten, Guatemala, coupled 
with heavy rainfall forecast next week will 
maintain a high risk for flooding. 

2.  An aggressive progression of drought has 
been observed over the southern part of 
Hispaniola.
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Heavy rainfall continues over Central America 
Last week Central America observed an increase of rainfall, with the largest rainfall totals over the Atlantic facing countries of the region. 
Heavy rainfall was recorded in western Guatemala, the El Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala border, and the eastern coast of Nicaragua, 
Costa Rica, and Panama. In Guatemala, heavy rainfall resulted in flooding and landslides affecting the southern and western Peten 
departments. Meanwhile, light to moderate amounts of rainfall was recorded in central areas of the region. Over the past 30-days however, 
parts of Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and eastern El Salvador have received below-average rainfall, resulting in some dryness. Next 
week, above-average rainfall is forecast for Central America, except for parts of southern Honduras and northwestern Nicaragua. While the 
increased rainfall should relieve some moisture deficits in parts of Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica, heavy rain could trigger 
additional flooding and landslides in already saturated areas of Honduras. 

Drought in southern Hispaniola intensifies 
Last week, above-average rainfall was recorded over parts of southern and central Haiti. Meanwhile, below-average rainfall con-
tinued over much of the Dominican Republic. Additional rainfall last week did not provide relief to moisture deficits over southern 
Hispaniola, maintaining long-term dryness.

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: GEFS Mean Total Rainfall Forecast (mm)  
Valid: July 8, 2020

Figure 5: CMORPH Rainfall Climatology (mm)      
Period: June 30- July 06, 2020


