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Africa Weather Hazards
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Southern Africa remains abnormally dry, while locust hoppers in East Africa migrate into Yemen and Oman

1.   Spring breeding is 
expected to increase 
desert locust numbers in 
East Africa. Mature swarms are 
still active in Kenya, Ethiopia, Somalia, and Uganda.
Locust hoppers are present in Yemen and Oman. 

2.  The end of the rainy season and poor rainfall 
performance led to abnormal dryness and droughts in 
areas across southern Mozambique and central Zimbabwe. 

3.   Parts of western Namibia and southwestern Angola are 
abnormally dry due to a poor rainy season.

4.   Abnormal dryness and drought have developed in 
southern Madagascar following a poor rainfall season.

5.   Parts of central Mozambique remain abnormally dry 
and drought conditions persist in southern Malawi and 
northwestern Mozambique due to a poor rainy season.

6.   Several weeks of heavy rain over Kenya and the Juba and Shabelle 
river areas have resulting in floods and high river levels.

7.   Locally heavy rains are causing flash flooding and landslides in parts of Somalia, Kenya, Uganda, DRC, Rwanda, Burundi, and 
Yemen.
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

Many parts of East Africa are experiencing flash floods
Several parts of East Africa continued to receive heavy rainfall 
last week, with the heaviest 7-day totals observed in parts of 
northern and central Somalia, central and southern Ethiopia, 
Yemen, western Kenya, coastal Tanzania, and Uganda (Figure 
1). Widespread heavy rains were also recorded across South 
Sudan. The increased precipitation triggered flash flooding in 
Uganda, Burundi, western Kenya, and Somalia. Meanwhile, 
heavy rainfall eased over parts of central Kenya and central 
northern parts of Tanzania, where only a few scattered light 
rain showers were recorded.

Heavy rainfall during the past two months across East Africa 
has resulted in persisting floods. Many areas recorded twice 
their average rainfall with parts of northern Somalia and 
Yemen receiving more than 4 times their average rainfall totals. 
Urgent mitigation measures remain in place to stop the spread 
of desert locust throughout the region, though wet conditions 
and ample vegetation are helping to drive reproduction rates.

Next week, heavy rainfall is forecast over northern Somalia, 
with heavy rainfall likely to continue over Uganda and southern 
South Sudan. Meanwhile, light rains are expected over eastern 
Kenya.

Rainfall performance has been positive early in the season 
in West Africa
Last week moderate to heavy rains were observed across 
West Africa with the heaviest totals observed in southern 
Guinea, Liberia, Cote D’Ivoire, southwestern Ghana, and parts 
of central and eastern Nigeria (Figure 1). Rainfall decreased 
slightly over Ghana, Togo, and Benin resulting in some rainfall 
deficits in parts of Ghana and Togo. Elsewhere, precipitation 
was normal to favorable.

During the past 30-days, increased rainfall has been observed 
over much of West Africa, with delayed rainfall over 
northeastern Nigeria where some early season deficits are 
visible (Figure 2). Most other parts of the region have exhibited 
above-average rainfall during the period with Guinea, Sierra 
Leone, and Liberia receiving abnormally large rainfall totals

Next week, below-average rainfall is forecast across the 
Gulf of Guinea countries. Rainfall is expected to be light but 
widespread.
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Source: NOAA/CPC
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Figure 1: RFE 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)     
Valid: April 29 - May 05, 2020

Figure 2: ARC 30-Day  Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Valid: April 06 - May 05, 2020
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Last week, eastern parts of Kazakhstan and Kirghizstan 
registered the highest weekly temperatures reaching 4-8℃ 
above normal. Temperatures have remained continuously 
high since the beginning of the month. Next week, above-
average temperatures are forecast across northern and 
eastern Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, northern Afghanistan, 
and northern Pakistan. 

Precipitation
Last week, flash floods caused mudslides in the Turkestan 
region of Kazakhstan, Batken region of Kyrgyzstan, and 
along the Syr Darian river in Uzbekistan. Light to moderate 
rainfall was recorded in parts of northern Afghanistan, 
northern Pakistan, Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan, with lighter 
rainfall totals in southern Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and 
Turkmenistan. Next week, light to moderate rainfall is forecast over Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and parts of northern Afghanistan.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Above-average rain may mark the onset to the May-August rainy season in Central America
Last week, moderate to heavy rains were observed over northern and southwestern Guatemala, southern Belize, southwestern 
Honduras, and El Salvador, while below-average rainfall was recorded over Honduras, Nicaragua, and parts of the southern Caribbean. 
Over the past 30-days, rainfall was below-average in central Guatemala, western Honduras, parts of El Salvador, the Gulf of Fonseca, 
and the southern Caribbean, resulting in moisture deficits in some areas. Meanwhile, rainfall has been favorable over northern and 
southwestern Guatemala, southwestern Honduras, and parts of El Salvador. Ground conditions are expected to improve across the 
region following the onset of the May-August rainy season. Next week, widespread heavy rainfall is forecast over Central America, 
which may indicate the onset of the May-August rainy season. Heavy rains are expected over western and central Guatemala, 
southwestern Honduras, Nicaragua, and the southern Caribbean. Widespread light to moderate rains are forecast elsewhere. 

Increased rains are expected over Haiti and the western Dominican Republic 
Last week below-average rainfall was observed over much of Hispaniola, except in central Haiti where light rainfall was recorded. 
Over the past 30-days, drier than average conditions were observed across the Island, with moderate moisture deficits visible over 
central and northern Haiti, and western and central parts of the Dominican Republic. Favorable rainfall is needed to relieve dry-
ness in the region. Next week, moderate to heavy rainfall is forecast over Haiti and the western Dominican Republic, which should 
help relieve short-term deficits. Light rain is expected over the eastern and northern Dominican Republic which could maintain 
dryness in the region. 

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.

May 08 - 14, 2020
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Figure 4: GEFS Mean Total Rainfall Forecast (mm)  
Valid: May 13, 2020

Figure 5: CMORPH Rainfall Climatology (mm)      
Period: May 05 - 11, 2020


