
Global Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Weather Hazards

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity.  The content of this report does not necessarily reflect the view of the United States Agency for 
International Development or the United States Government. The FEWS NET weather hazards process and products include participation by 
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Drought persists in parts of Southern Africa as heavy rains trigger flooding in Rwanda, Burundi, and Kenya

1.   Desert locust continue 
spreading into parts of 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, 
Uganda, and South Sudan. 

2.  The end of the rainy season coupled with a poor 
accumulation of rainfall has resulted in progressive 
dryness and drought in parts of southern Mozambique 
and central Zimbabwe.

3.   A poor rainy season in parts of Namibia and Angola has 
resulted in abnormal drynes. 

4.   A poor rainy season for southern Madagascar has resulted 
in significant dryness and drought.

5.   Poor rainfall performance during the rainy season in central 
Mozambique and southern Malawi has led to abnormally dry 
conditions and drought.

6.   Heavy rainfall triggered flash flooding in parts of Kenya and DRC. 
Next week, continued heavy rains are likely to maintain flooding in 
parts of Ethiopia along the Juba and Shabelle rivers and Somalia.
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

Ethiopia receives favorable rainfall
Last week, the coast of western Africa received moderate 
rainfall (Figure 1). Flash flooding was reported in Kongoussi, 
Burkina Faso and Djibouti City, Djibouti. Light to moderate 
rains was received in Ethiopia, eastern parts of South Sudan, 
and some eastern and central parts of Africa.

Over the last 30 days, increased rainfall has been observed 
over western parts of the horn of Africa (Figure 2), with a 
positive start to the rainy season over northern Africa.

Next week, seasonal rainfall is expected over the coast of 
western Africa, with moderate to heavy rainfall forecast 
over eastern Africa, including Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya, and 
Tanzania. Meanwhile, light rain is expected over the central 
parts of the region. Coastal parts of Tanzania may receive 
increased rainfall.

Eastern parts of South Africa continue to receive favorable 
rainfall
Last week some rainfall was received over central and southern 
Mozambique, Botswana, Zimbabwe, and northern parts of 
Namibia and Zambia.

The poor rainfall performance during the rainy season over 
southern parts of Africa has resulted in abnormal dryness and 
drought in parts of southern Malawi, central Zimbabwe, and 
southern Mozambique. Despite a late start to the rainy season 
followed by favorable rainfall, the season ended with below-
normal rainfall totals leading to significantly dry conditions 
over the coastal areas of western Namibia and southwestern 
Angola.

Next week, some showers are expected in northern Zambia 
with lighter showers in Mozambique, South Africa, Lesotho, 
Eswatini, and Madagascar. Late rain over southern Africa may 
mark an end to the rainy season over the region and maintain 
the current ground conditions into the upcoming season.
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Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 1: RFE 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)     
Valid: April 15- 21, 2020

Figure 2: RFE 30-Day Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Valid: March 23 - April 21, 2020
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Last week, frequent precipitation resulted in below-
normal temperatures across Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, 
and Uzbekistan, while above-normal temperatures 
were maintained throughout Kazakhstan. Subfreezing 
temperatures were recorded in the northern half of 
Kazakhstan and in higher elevations. Above normal 
temperatures are likely to persist across Kazakhstan where 
weekly temperatures have been more than 8°C above 
normal. Maximum temperatures are forecast to reach 
35°C or higher in southern Kazakhstan. An abnormal heat 
hazard is posted for areas where maximum temperature 
anomalies of 8C or more or temperatures reaching more 
than 35°C are forecast. 

Precipitation
Widespread precipitation last week continued to maintain flooding concerns across Afghanistan. Dry weather is likely to continue 
through the end of April. Short-term dryness and rapid drought development are being closely monitored following above normal 
temperatures and poor precipitation so far this spring. Despite drier weather expected in April across Afghanistan, a flooding hazard is 
posted in northern areas where river flooding may persist. Flooding is expected to ease in early May.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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1.   Abnormal heat is persisting in northern parts 
of the region. Maximum temperatures are 
likely to reach 10°C above-average levels and 
may increase the risk of wild fires. 1
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Abnormal heat and dry conditions persist in Central America 
For the second consecutive week, lightly scattered rains were observed over most of Central America. A few light showers and thunderstorms 
were received in Guatemala, western Honduras, and western Nicaragua. Rainfall was heavier in parts of Costa Rica and Panama. Moisture 
conditions have been generally sufficient and near normal across the region during the Apante season. However, over the last few weeks, 
some regions have started to develop moisture deficits as the Primera rains have been slow to increase. Negative anomalies are visible in 
northern Guatemala, Belize, and Honduras, while early-season deficits have improved in the southern Caribbean following increased rain 
this past week. Next week, moderate rainfall is forecast in southern Guatemala and western Honduras. Rainfall is expected to be below-
average in northern Guatemala and Belize. More seasonal rainfall is forecast across Costa Rica and Panama. Abnormally hot temperatures 
are forecast to persist increasing the risk of wildfires.

Only a few light rain showers were observed over the island last week
Little rainfall was observed over Hispaniola last week. Light rains were observed in central and southern Haiti and the eastern Do-
minican Republic. Some moisture deficits are visible over the northern half of Hispaniola during the past 30 days. Negative rainfall 
anomalies are prevalent over the northern two-thirds of the island, although ground conditions remain positive. In fact, conditions 
are significantly healthier than this time last year. Next week, a rainfall pattern very typical of late April is expected to forecast with 
light to moderate rainfall expected across the island. Temperatures are expected to run warmer than average as well.

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Source: NOAA/CPCSource: NOAA/CPC

Figure 4: GEFS mean total rainfall forecast (mm)  
Valid: April 28, 2020

Figure 5: CMORPH rainfall climatology (mm)      
Period: April 21 - 27, 2020


