
Global Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Weather Hazards
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Locust swarms multiply in East Africa while conditions in Southern Africa remain abnormally dry

1.   Widespread rainfall in 
March has maintained 
breeding and growing 
conditions for new locust 
swarms allowing them to multiply substantially in 
Ethiopia, Kenya, and Uganda. 

2.  An uneven rainfall distribution over the past several 
months has resulted in abnormal dryness and drought in 
parts of southern Mozambique and Zimbabwe. 

3.   A late start to the rainy season and irregular rainfall 
distribution in western Namibia and southern Angola have 
caused long-term dryness.

4.   Below average rainfall next week is likely to maintain 
abnormal dryness and drought in southern Madagascar.

5.   Below-average rainfall over the past two months has 
strengthened dryness and drought in parts of Mozambique and 
Malawi. 

6.   Heavy rainfall is forecast over already flooded areas in DRC, Rwanda, 
Burundi, and Tanzania which could trigger additional flooding next week.
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Africa Overview

Rainy season begins in Gulf of Guinea countries
The rainy season has started over the Gulf of Guinea region 
Last week, there was a notable shift in the weather patterns 
over northern Cote d’Ivoire, Togo, Ghana, and Benin (Figure 1). 
Light to moderate rainfall was recorded over western Ethiopia, 
western South Sudan, DRC, and its surrounding borders. 

Over the last 30-days, a small deficit has developed in northern 
parts of Ethiopia, which may signal a delayed start to the rainy 
season (Figure 2).

Next week, light rains are forecast over the Gulf of 
Guinea countries, marking a below-average start to 
the season. Light to moderate rainfall is expected over 
countries in central Africa with more moderate rainfall 
over Ethiopia, northern Somalia, Uganda, and Kenya.  
  
South Africa receives above-average rainfall 
Last week exhibited a very localized rainfall pattern over 
central Mozambique, eastern Zimbabwe, central parts of 
Botswana, northern Namibia, and central parts of South Africa 
and Lesotho. Tanzania received a better rainfall distribution 
with heavier amounts of rainfall throughout the country. 

A lack of rainfall during the rainy season in parts of southern 
Africa has resulted in significant deficits and drought in some 
parts of southern Malawi, central Zimbabwe, and southern 
Mozambique. Despite a late start to the rainy season followed 
by regular rains, the season has been below-normal resulting 
in abnormally dry conditions over coastal areas of Namibia 
and southwestern Angola. 

Next week, moderate rains are forecast over coastal parts 
of Tanzania which may trigger additional flooding, including 
in southeastern parts of the DRC. More moderate rainfall 
is expected over eastern parts of South Africa, Lesotho, 
and Eswatini, while more seasonal rains are likely over 
Mozambique, Botswana, Namibia, and Zimbabwe, although 
the rains are unlikely to alleviate dry conditions as the rainy 
season comes to an end.
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Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 1: CMORPH 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)     
Valid: April 07 - 13, 2020

Figure 2: CMORPH 30-Day Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Valid: March 15 - April 13, 2020
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Below normal temperatures were observed across 
Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan las week. 
Freezing temperatures extended into Uzbekistan and the 
lower elevations of northwestern Afghanistan. Above 
normal temperatures were only recorded in Kazakhstan. 
Next week, below normal temperatures are likely to persist 
across Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan due to 
frequent precipitation. However, minimum temperatures 
are forecast to remain above freezing in lower elevations.

Precipitation
During late March into early April Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, and southern parts of Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan received frequent rain and high elevation snow. 
Over the past 30 days, Afghanistan has received the most 
precipitation. Accumulated precipitation coupled with rapid snowmelt has caused severe flooding in more than a dozen provinces across 
Afghanistan. Occasional rain and high elevation snow are forecast next week across Afghanistan and Tajikistan. Due to recent heavy 
precipitation, expected continued rainfall and snowmelt, river flooding and flash flooding are likely to worsen. 

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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1.   Abnormal heat and dry conditions impact 
parts of Guatemala and Belize. 
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Honduras and Guatemala receive scattered showers and thunderstorms
Last week, below-average rainfall was observed across the region compared to the previous week. Light showers and thunderstorms were 
observed in southern Guatemala and western Honduras. Elsewhere, only light rains were observed including parts of western Nicaragua, 
Costa Rica, and Panama. Rainfall has been near or above normal across the region during the Apante season, although over the last couple 
of weeks some parts have begun to develop deficits as the Primera rains have been slow to escalate, especially in northern Guatemala and 
Belize. Early season deficits are also developing in the southern Caribbean, with the largest deficits in Costa Rica and Panama. Next week, 
seasonal rains are forecast over southern Guatemala, El Salvador, and northern Honduras. Meanwhile, below-average rains are likely to 
continue over northern Guatemala and Belize. Increased rainfall is possible across Costa Rica and Panama. Abnormally hot temperatures 
lasting since last week are likely to continue, raising the risk of wildfires. 

Only localized rainfall was observed over the island last week
Little rainfall was observed over Hispaniola last week. Light rains were observed in the Gulf of Gonâve, central Haiti, in the north-
eastern Dominican Republic. Some small moisture deficits are now visible over the northern half of Hispaniola while negative 
rainfall anomalies can be observed in the center of the island. Next week moderate to heavy rain is expected in southern Haiti with 
seasonal rains forecast for the rest of the island.

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Source: NOAA/CPCSource: NOAA/CPC

Figure 4: GEFS mean total rainfall forecast (mm)  
Valid: April 22, 2020

Figure 5: CPC Unified Gauge rainfall climatology (mm)      
Period: April 15 - 21, 2020


