
Global Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Weather Hazards
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Flooding is likely to persist in the DRC, Kenya, and Burundi while Mozambique and Zimbabwe front drought  

1.   Desert locust swarms 
continue to breed 
and spread into Kenya, 
Ethiopia, Somalia, and many 
other areas across the Horn of Africa. Continued 
breeding and northward migration is likely throughout 
the Spring. 

2.  Drought conditions have developed in parts of 
Mozambique and Zimbabwe due to below-average rainfall 
during the past several months. 

3.   A late start to the rainy season and irregular rainfall 
distribution in western Namibia and southern Angola have 
resulted in long-term dryness.

4.   Below-average and uneven rainfall distribution has caused 
abnormal dryness and drought in southern Madagascar.

5.   Below-average rainfall over the past two months has 
strengthened dryness and drought in parts of Mozambique and 
Malawi. 

6.   Consistent heavy rains have triggered flooding over parts of Angola, DRC, Burundi, Kenya, Zambia, and Tanzania. Forecast 
additional rains maintain a high flood risk.
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

The rainy season begins in the Gulf of Guinea countries 
Last week, rainfall was observed over the southern coastal 
countries of West Africa, while less rainfall was recorded over 
southern parts of the region (Figure 1). 

Over the past 30-days, Tanzania, northern Zambia, and the 
majority of Kenya have received favorable rainfall, while Gulf 
of Guinea countries have started to receive more moderate 
amounts of rainfall, marking the beginning of the rainy 
season in the region. Heavier rainfall has been recorded over 
Cameroon, Congo, Central Africa, and southern Egypt. Several 
parts of Liberia, Benin, Ghana, and Togo have received the 
heaviest rainfall totals during the past 7 days.

The vegetation health index has observed favorable vegetation 
conditions in the western and central parts of the region while 
a small portion in the far north of Ethiopia is showing struggling 
ground conditions.

Next week, moderate to heavy rainfall is expected over the 
coast of Gulf of Guinea countries, Central Africa, southern 
South Sudan and a small part of southern Ethiopia, while 
lighter rainfall is expected over Tanzania, Uganda and southern 
Kenya.

Drought develops in southeastern Africa following 2 months 
of poor rainfall
Last week the Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola, and 
Tanzania received heavy rainfall, while light to moderate rain 
was recorded over central South Africa, Lesotho, Namibia, and 
Eswatini. Little to no rainfall was observed in Mozambique, 
Madagascar, Zimbabwe, eastern Botswana, and Zambia. 

Over the past two months, the lack of rainfall over 
Mozambique, southern Malawi, Zimbabwe, and southern parts 
of Madagascar has caused significant dryness and drought.

Next week, light rainfall is forecast over the central and eastern 
parts of South Africa, Lesotho, Eswatini, Mozambique, and 
Namibia. Rain showers are also expected over southwestern 
parts of Botswana and Zimbabwe, while Zambia may receive 
more favorable rainfall in northern areas.
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Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 1: CMORPH 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)     
Valid: March 31 - April 06, 2020

Figure 2: CMORPH 30-Day Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Valid: March 08 - April 06, 2020



Famine Early Warning Systems Network 3

Weather Hazards Summary

Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Last week, above-normal temperatures were recorded 
across Central Asia with the largest positive anomalies 
recorded in northwestern Kazakhstan. The abnormally 
warm weather resulted in rapid snowmelt. Next week, 
much colder temperatures are forecast with frost possibly 
likely to affect lower elevations of northern and western 
Afghanistan. Subfreezing temperatures are forecast across 
the northern half of Kazakhstan, Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
and Tajikistan. 

Precipitation
During March there was frequent rain and high elevation 
snow across Afghanistan and Tajikistan, with widespread 
30-day precipitation amounts across both countries. 
The accumulation of precipitation coupled with warm 
temperatures and rapid snowmelt resulted in flash floods in Herat province last week. Occasional rain and high elevation snow are 
forecast next week with the heaviest precipitation over northern Afghanistan, Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan. Heavy precipitation coupled 
with snowmelt is likely to maintain a high flood risk.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Honduras and Guatemala receive scattered showers and thunderstorms
Over the past 30-days, the region has received favorable rainfall, following a relatively wet Apante season in Central America. Most of the 
rainfall last week was recorded over Guatemala and Honduras. Over the past several weeks, the region has overall received normal rainfall 
although parts of the southern Caribbean and Belize have observed slightly below-average amounts of rainfall.  Next week, central parts 
of the region are likely to receive little to no rainfall, with moderate to heavy rains forecast over Costa Rica and Panama. Normal rainfall 
conditions are expected over southern Guatemala while drier conditions are likely in northern Guatemala and Belize. 

Little rainfall recorded over Hispaniola  
Very little rainfall was observed over Hispaniola last week. Light rainfall was observed over the Gulf of Gonâve and the northeast-
ern Dominican Republic. Despite unfavorable rains, moisture conditions remain positive across the island with positive rainfall 
anomalies over the past 30 days, specifically in the northern Dominican Republic. Next week, improved rainfall is expected across 
the island, with heavier amounts of rainfall possible over central areas of the Dominican Republic.

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 4: GEFS mean total rainfall forecast (mm)  
Valid: April 08, 2020

Figure 5: CPC Unified Gauge rainfall climatology (mm)      
Period: April 01 - 07, 2020


