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Abnormal dryness persist in parts of Kenya, Angola, South Africa, and Madagascar 

1.   Immature swarms 
continue to invade parts 
of Ethiopia and Kenya. 
Hopper bands have been 
reported in northern Somalia and are likely to move 
further into the Horn of Africa.

2.  An uneven rainfall distribution has caused significant 
dryness in southern and eastern Kenya.

3.  Poor rainfall performance has caused abnormal dryness 
and drought in southern Madagascar 

4.   Western Angola and parts of Namibia continue to receive 
below-average rainfall resulting in abnormal dryness.

5.   Despite mitigation efforts locusts were reported over Angola, 
Namibia, Zambia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, and South Africa.

6.   Below-average rainfall marks the beginning of the rainy season, 
strengthening dry conditions. 

7.   Heavy rainfall caused flooding in eastern DRC two weeks ago. 
Above-average rainfall is forecast again next week.
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

Desert locusts are likely to move further across Kenya
Last week rainfall over Ethiopia and southern Somalia was 
below-average (Figure 1). Lighter rainfall was recorded over 
Angola, Kenya, and the DRC, while rainfall over Tanzania was 
above-average. Over the past 30-days rainfall performance 
has not improved over southern and eastern parts of Kenya. 
Additionally, several immature swarms that formed across 
eastern Ethiopia and central parts of Somalia are now moving 
into Kenya. 

The short rains season over East Africa has been below 
average; however, December and January rainfall could 
improve conditions by the end of the month.

Next week, below-average rainfall is forecast over Kenya 
and Angola, while above-average rainfall is forecast for 
Tanzania and southern DRC. A seasonal rainfall performance 
is expected in parts of central DRC and eastern Tanzania.  
 
Abnormal dryness persists across northeastern Mozambique
Last week, parts of central South Africa, Botswana, Zimbabwe, 
Namibia, and Angola recorded light to moderate rainfall. 
Rainfall performance was below-average over southern 
Madagascar, strengthening drought conditions in the region. 
Additionally, persisting below-average rainfall over western 
Angola has caused abnormal dryness (Figure 2).

Over the past 30-days, rainfall over Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
Botswana, and southern Mozambique was above-average. 
The western part of Angola and the northeastern part of 
South Africa are experiencing an abnormal dryness which 
could possibly result in drought by the end of January. The 
northern and central part of Madagascar is not showing 
visible improvement despite the strong above-average rainfall 
registered after the passage of the tropical cyclone this past 
week.

Next week, above-average rainfall is forecast in Zambia, 
Botswana, eastern and southern DRC, central and northern 
parts of South Africa, western Madagascar, and eastern Angola. 
Meanwhile, below-average rainfall is expected over western 
Angola, western Namibia and the eastern coast of Madagascar. 
More seasonal rainfall is forecast over the southern part of 
Mozambique, the southern part of Madagascar.
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Source: NOAA/CPC
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Figure 1: RFE 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Valid: December 30 - January 05, 2020 

Figure 2:  RFE 3-Mon Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)   
Valid: November 01- January 05, 2020
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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Temperatures 
Below-normal temperatures (-4 to -12C) persisted across 
Central Asia last week. Minimum temperatures fell below 
-35C across northeastern Kazakhstan, while minimum 
temperatures were near -10C as far south as northwest 
Afghanistan. Next week, cold temperatures are likely 
to persist over northern and central Kazakhstan and 
are forecast to fall below -12C below normal. Minimum 
temperatures are likely to remain below -30C. Abnormally 
cold temperatures are forecast across Kyrgyzstan, eastern 
Tajikistan, and parts of northeastern Afghanistan.

Precipitation
Last week, mostly dry weather prevailed throughout 
the region. Positive snow depth anomalies currently 
exist across the central highlands and parts of eastern 
Afghanistan. Snow depth anomalies are below-average at 
the higher elevations of northeast Afghanistan. Next week, little or no precipitation is forecast for the region, though light to moderate 
precipitation is possible in northern Kazakhstan and northern Pakistan.

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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1.   Abnormal dryness persists in parts of the 
Dominican Republic.

2.   Below-average rainfall has caused abnormal 
dryness in parts of eastern Costa Rica and 
Panama.
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Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Central America receives moderate amounts of rainfall
Last week moderate rainfall was recorded across parts of Central America in Belize, eastern Honduras, Nicaragua, and Guatemala. This 
spatial pattern of rainfall was typical, if slightly wetter than average, for January. Over the past 30 days, rainfall has been below-average in 
the southern Caribbean. Large deficits are evident in Panama, Costa Rica, and eastern Nicaragua. The largest negative rainfall anomalies 
are observed in parts of Costa Rica and Panama. Abnormal dryness has developed in Costa Rica and Panama, where rainfall deficits are 
greatest. Next week, above-average rainfall is forecast for eastern parts of the region. There is potential for some moderate rainfall in 
western Guatemala. Temperatures are forecast to be slightly cooler than average in Honduras and Guatemala.  

Hispaniola receives light rainfall 
Last week light rainfall was recorded in southern Haiti and parts of west and central Dominican Republic. Over the past 30 days, 
small rainfall deficits persist in coastal areas of the island, while some small surpluses are present in central portions of the Domini-
can Republic. This weather pattern signals below-average rainfall may mark the start of the winter season over areas that are likely 
sensitive stemming from a poor postrera rainfall season. Abnormal dryness persists in some areas where rainfall has continued to 
be below-average. Next week, light rainfall is forecast for the region with slightly cooler than normal temperatures. Heavy rainfall 
over some parts is possible. 

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.

January 08 - 14, 2020
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Figure 4: GEFS Mean Total Rainfall (mm) 
Period: January 13, 2020

Figure 5: CMORPH Rainfall Climatology (mm)      
Period: January 05- January 11, 2020


