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October 28 - November 3, 2016

Seasonal rainfall very delayed and well below average in Somalia, eastern Kenya, and southern Ethiopia
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1.  Below-average rainfall 
since late September 
has increased moisture 
deficits and worsened ground 
conditions across eastern Kenya, southern Somalia, 
and southeastern Ethiopia.

2.   Below-average rainfall since late Sedptember has 
strengthened moisture deficits and led to abnormal 
dryness in north-central Angola and southeastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo.

3.   Locusts have been reported in North Kordofan and 
northwest of Khartoum regions, according to local 
authorities of Sudan. Control operations are in progress.

4.   Locusts have been reported in western Mauritania. Ground 
control operations are in progress, according to the Food and 
Agriculture Organization. 
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Weather Hazards Summary

Africa Overview

Large seasonal rainfall deficits prevail over eastern Horn of Africa 

A poor distribution of seasonal rainfall over East Africa was observed 
during the last week. According to satellite estimates, the highest weekly 
rainfall accumulations (>75 mm) were received across western Ethiopia and 
southeastern Sudan, with more moderate, but well-distributed amounts 
further south across South Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda, and southwestern Kenya. 
Towards the east, estimates suggest little to no rain fell throughout much of 
eastern Ethiopia, eastern Kenya, and Somalia, as the onset of seasonal rainfall 
has been largely delayed since late September (Figure 1). 

Many local areas in eastern Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia have registered less 
than 10 percent of their normal rainfall accumulation to date, with other 
areas in the region having received zero rainfall since the beginning of the 
month. Historically, an October with little to no rainfall has not fared well for 
the overall performance of the Oct-Dec rains season in East Africa. Analysis of 
seasonal rainfall performance probabilities (SPP) shows increasing likelihoods, 
>60% and >75%, over northern Kenya, and eastern Ethiopia/Somalia, 
respectively, for below-average rains before the end of December (Figure 2). 
This suggests there is a lesser opportunity for moisture recovery in the region 
due to the absence of October rains. 

During the next week, precipitation models indicate the likelihood of average 
to below-average rainfall throughout many abnormally dry areas in the 
Greater Horn. The highest accumulations are forecast throughout central 
and western Kenya, with light to locally moderate amounts in southeastern 
Ethiopia and Somalia during early November.

Rainfall remains below average over northern Angola, DRC, and Zambia

During the past week, rainfall increased across many parts of southern Africa 
compared to the previous week. Despite the increase, rainfall in many areas 
of northern Angola and neighboring DRC and Zambia remain below average 
during the early portion of the season. Since the beginning of October, rainfall 
has been 25-100 mm below average in the region, with increasing moisture 
deficits beginning to affect areas towards the south in Zambia, the Caprivi 
Strip, and Zimbabwe (Figure 3). 

For the next week, a slight increase, with moderate to locally heavy rain, is 
expected over western Angola and South Africa. This may partially reduce 
rainfall deficits over local areas of the region. Light to moderate rain is also 
forecast over the Zimbabwe and Mozambique during early November.

October 28 - November 3, 2016

Figure 1: Satellite-Estimated Rainfall (mm)     
Valid: October 23-29, 2016

Figure 2: Probability of Below-Average Seasonal 
Rainfall (mm), Valid: October 1-29, 2016

Figure 3: Satellite-Estimated Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Valid: October 1-29, 2016

Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: NOAA/CPC

Note: The hazards outlook map on page 1 is based on current weather/climate information and short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 
week). It assesses their potential impact on crop and pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have 
been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range 
seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions. 
 
Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-683-3424. 
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Central Asia Weather Hazards

Central America and the Caribbean Weather Hazards

October 28 - November 3, 2016

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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1. A heavy snow hazard has been posted for a 
swath of precipitation greater than 25mm liquid 
equivalent in northeastern Kazakhstan.

Temperatures
Temperatures have been 1-8°C from October 24 to 
30 across the region, except in eastern Tajikistan. 
Minimum temperatures fell below -10°C in some parts 
of eastern Kazakhstan, while freezing temperatures 
extended as far south as Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan. 
During the next week, minimum temperatures will 
be 2-6°C above normal for this time of year across 
the region. Subfreezing temperatures will likely be 
relegated to Kazakhstan and the mountainous regions 
of Afghanistan, Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan. 

Precipitation 
Scattered areas of precipitation were observed across 
the region. Light to moderate amounts (5-25 mm) were 
concentrated in eastern Kazakhstan, northwestern 
Kazakhstan, and greater amounts in western Tajikistan, while dry weather persisted farther south across Tajikistan and 
Afghanistan. Precipitation during the past 30 days has been slightly below normal across northeast Afghanistan. Eastern 
portions of Kazakhstan remain wetter than normal. During the next week, additional rain and snow is forecast across much of 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and western parts of Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

No Hazards
Posted for

Central America

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA
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1. Several consecutive weeks of below-normal 
rainfall in October and increasing moisture 
deficits have led to abnormal dryness in central 
Guatemala and northern Honduras, which may 
affect Postrera crops. 

1
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ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.

Central America and the Caribbean Overview

Poor second season rainfall performance observed over many areas of Central America 

Inconsistent rainfall distribution since the beginning of August has resulted in moderate to large seasonal deficits across Central America. 
While some areas received average to below-average rainfall during August and September, many regions accumulated well below-
average rain during October. Since August, rainfall has been 50-300 mm below normal over central Guatemala, much of Honduras, 
southern Nicaragua, and central Costa Rica. Overall poor performance Postrera (August-November) season may result in reduced crop 
yields over many local areas. From October 25-31, below-average rainfall was observed throughout much of Central America, except 
the Pacific Region of southern Guatemala, northwestern Nicaragua, and along the Atlantic coastlines, where moderate to heavy rain 
was received. According to recent vegetation health indices, worsening ground conditions have been observed over localized areas of 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica. 

During the next week, seasonally light to locally moderate rain is forecast across Central America. Given the current forecast, 30-day 
rainfall deficits and abnormal dryness are likely to remain across already dry portions of Central America. In contrast, moderate to heavy 
showers are expected along the Gulf of Honduras, southwestern Guatemala, El Salvador, the Pacific Basin of Nicaragua, and the Southern 
Caribbean.

Heavy rainfall continues over central Haiti, but lighter rains prevailed over southwestern Haiti

During late October, moderate to locally heavy rain fell in central Haiti and western parts of the Dominican Republic, while light 
rain was received elsewhere. Although this past week’s rain was average to below average, cumulative rainfall over the past 30 
days has been well above average over Hispaniola, particularly in southwestern Haiti where rainfall was 300 to 500 mm above 
average. The above-average rainfall is largely attributable to the passage of Hurricane Matthew in early October and above-aver-
age rainfall frequency over southwestern and northwestern Haiti and the northern and central parts of the Dominican Republic. 
An analysis of the second season rainfall performance since the beginning of August to date has also shown marginal to positive 
anomalies throughout Hispaniola. During the next week, localized areas of southern Haiti and the eastern and central portions of 
the Dominican Republic are expected to receive moderate to heavy rain. In contrast, light rain is forecast across much of Haiti and 
neighboring western Dominican Republic.

October 28 - November 3, 2016

Figure 1: Seven-Day Total Rainfall Forecast (mm)
Valid: November 2-9, 2016

Source: NOAA/CPCSource: NOAA/CPC

Figure 2: Seven-Day Total Rainfall Forecast Anomaly (mm)
Valid: November 2-9, 2016

Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-683-3424.  

 
Poor second season rainfall performance observed over many areas of Central America. 
 
An inconsistent rainfall distribution since the beginning of August has resulted in moderate to large seasonal deficits across Central America. While 
some areas received average to below-average rain during August and September, many regions accumulated well below-average rain during 
October. An analysis of the cumulative rain since August to date indicates widespread, negative anomalies ranging between 50-300 mm over 
central Guatemala, much of Honduras, southern Nicaragua, and central Costa Rica. As rain is expected to gradually subside during November, the 
poor performance of the Postrera, August-November, season could negatively impact and potentially reduce crop yields over many local areas. 
From October 25-31, suppressed rain was observed throughout much of Central America, except the Pacific Region of southern Guatemala, 
northwestern Nicaragua, and along the Atlantic coastlines, where moderate to heavy rain was received. Although recent vegetation health indices 
have indicated overall marginal to favorable conditions over Central America, worsening ground conditions have been registered over localized 
areas of Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica.  
    
For next week, seasonal weather, with light to locally moderate rain is forecast across Central America. The forecast, limited rain is likely to maintain 
thirty-day rainfall deficits and sustain abnormal dryness across the dry portions of Central America. In contrast, moderate to heavy showers are 
expected along the Gulf of Honduras, southwestern Guatemala, El Salvador, the Pacific Basin of Nicaragua, and the Southern Caribbean.  
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Figure 1:  Source NOAA / CPC 
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Poor second season rainfall performance observed over many areas of Central America. 
 
An inconsistent rainfall distribution since the beginning of August has resulted in moderate to large seasonal deficits across Central America. While 
some areas received average to below-average rain during August and September, many regions accumulated well below-average rain during 
October. An analysis of the cumulative rain since August to date indicates widespread, negative anomalies ranging between 50-300 mm over 
central Guatemala, much of Honduras, southern Nicaragua, and central Costa Rica. As rain is expected to gradually subside during November, the 
poor performance of the Postrera, August-November, season could negatively impact and potentially reduce crop yields over many local areas. 
From October 25-31, suppressed rain was observed throughout much of Central America, except the Pacific Region of southern Guatemala, 
northwestern Nicaragua, and along the Atlantic coastlines, where moderate to heavy rain was received. Although recent vegetation health indices 
have indicated overall marginal to favorable conditions over Central America, worsening ground conditions have been registered over localized 
areas of Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica.  
    
For next week, seasonal weather, with light to locally moderate rain is forecast across Central America. The forecast, limited rain is likely to maintain 
thirty-day rainfall deficits and sustain abnormal dryness across the dry portions of Central America. In contrast, moderate to heavy showers are 
expected along the Gulf of Honduras, southwestern Guatemala, El Salvador, the Pacific Basin of Nicaragua, and the Southern Caribbean.  

Week 1 Rainfall Total and Anomaly Forecast (mm) 
November 2 – 9, 2016 

     
Figure 1:  Source NOAA / CPC 


